Pueblo Continuum of Care Meeting

November 17, 2009

SRDA 3rd Floor- 230 North Union Avenue, Pueblo CO 81003

Room 301

Sister Nancy Crafton Facilitator

Dana Tewahade Recorder

Members Present:  Dana Tewahade, Laurine Smith, LaTanya Yarbrough, Ben Strand, Anne Stattelman and Barbara Turner-Posada, Judy Fulbright-Pueblo School District 70, Nancy Crafton-Centro de Los Pobres, Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, Cathy O’Neill - Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center, Maria Fox- Pueblo Community Health Center, Tina Lay- Salvation Army,  Shirley Knaflec and Ana Valdez- Catholic Charities, Roberta Tafoya, Dianne Hayhurst-Vigil, and Mark Salazar- Crossroads Turning Point, LeeAnne Van Dell-  Community Volunteer, Gail Rodosevich- Colorado Legal Services, Margaret Reibert –YWCA, Levetta Love- Department of Social Services, Emily Issa- School District 60, Marcie Reynolds- Cooperative Care, Roberta Avalos- Breaking Free Project, Janet Sciortino and Kay Smith-Holiday Blessing Store  and Linda Fuentes- Convoy of Hope.
I. Updates and Introductions
Ben Strand of Posada stated case managers continue to see an increase in clients.    

Roberta Tafoya of Crossroads Turning Point said they have been just as busy as ever and they are dealing with more suicidal clients as the holidays approach.  

Margaret Reibert states the YWCA is busy as usual and they recently had a successful Domestic Violence symposium.

Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission said the men’s side of the shelter continues to be at full capacity and if need be some men are sleeping on the floor.  The Shelter averages about 10-15 women each night.  Currently, the Salvation Army is opening its warming shelter on an as needed basis.  Ms. Sandoval said that the Thanksgiving meal will be served from 11am-2pm. Volunteers should arrive at 10am.  The Salvation Army will also be delivering meals for those who cannot attend the Wayside’s dinner at the Depot.  

Roberta Avalos introduced herself to the group. She is with the “Breaking Free Project” and will be working with homeless women at the Wayside Cross.  The project will also be working with inmates.  

Maria Fox of Pueblo Community Health Center stated she is busy with the migrant clinic.

Marcie Reynolds of Cooperative Care said that they have been able to be generous with Holiday sacks for clients. Cooperative Care has been able to provide $10 gift cards for large families to go to Wal-mart and pick up a turkey for Thanksgiving.  She said she is pleased that Cooperative Care is getting plenty of food in things are going well.  Ms. Reynolds noted they served 82 households yesterday, and they anticipate serving 100 households a day. 

Ana Valdez of Catholic Charities introduced herself as a case manager with the Homeless Prevention and Rapid ReHousing Program (HPRP) coordinated with Posada.  Ana will be handling most of the short-term cases for this grant.  

Shirley Knaflec of Catholic Charities stated the Energy Outreach Colorado grant was cut by thirty thousand dollars with the restriction that 75 percent of the money must go to Xcel customers.   They have $20,000 for seven counties for a 12-month period.    There is no current assistance for rent or mortgage and the only current utility assistance is for water.  Ms. Knaflec said that Catholic Charities has offered the Executive Director position to a candidate.  

Lee Ann VanDell said she has been working on the details for the Holiday Blessing Store and is getting good responses.  She is working with CSU for toy donations.  She is also working with clients at Crossroads to get Holiday Blessing store referral cards to them.  Ms. VanDell stated she is continuing to participate on the Health Fair committee and said she is in need of a van for a Navajo group she is assisting. 

Laurine Smith of Posada also introduced herself as the new HPRP case manager.

Linda Fuentes introduced herself as the coordinator for Convoy of Hope.  She is now working on a clothing ministry.  She has plans to give out free clothing on Saturday, November 21st to those in need at 1701 E. 6th. She also said she was a Corp leader for a 12 step recovery at Praise Assembly Church addressing substance abuse and family.  For more information, please call 719-289-0585.

Levetta Love of the Pueblo County Department of Social Services said they have recently been approved for another round of money for food assistance.   The next round will last 12 months and will include a two to five percent increase.  Pueblo is the only Colorado County processing food stamps in a timely manner.  The new PEAK program is giving clients the ability to go into the computer and get inquiries on benefits.  They are also able to see if they are eligible for new programs.  In the spring of 2010, clients will be able to apply online for benefits.  

Mark Salazar of Crossroads Turning Point introduced himself to the Continuum group.  He is involved with providing Detox services and a Career Adjustment Requirement program.

Tina Lay of the Salvation Army said they have almost complete with the Angel Tree cards.  They are planning to serve at least 750 children.  Their warming shelter will be officially open next week and the staff is asking each client to have some form of ID to be allowed entrance.  They will also be strongly encouraging the use of the TB card.  They plan to open the warming shelter at 9:00pm and ask that clients be out at 7:00am. They are also asking for notification when organizations know a client is a sex offender or violent offender.  They will not be turned away for shelter but a safety plan will be implemented for these individuals.  

Gail Rodosevich of Colorado Legal Services said the State website now has a link for the Pueblo office. You can go to that link for specific information.  She said she believes this is a good agency resource.  She commented that they are “getting flooded on debt collection calls”.  They have coordinated a panel of bankruptcy attorneys and SSI attorneys.  Currently, eviction is a top priority for Colorado Legal Services. 

II. Minutes from October 2009:  They were approved with one correction in regards to the date for the Holiday Blessing Store. 

III.  Continuum of Care: Nothing to report and SUPER NOFA has been postponed again.

IV.  Upcoming Events:

A. Holiday Blessing Store- Agency referral cards will be distributed today after this meeting.  Fortunately, there have been a lot of resources this year and it is expected that over 3,000 children will be served.
B. Health Fair- This committee is still meeting and planning for the fair to occur at the next Community Picnic 2010.
V. Farm Worker Issues

Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de Los Pobres said they are still carrying a load of 1400 families.  They are also looking for live-in housekeeper for Father Gallagher in Avondale.  This person would need to cook, clean and drive.

VI.
Cold Weather Issues-
As mentioned above, the Salvation Army will be conducting a warming shelter.  The Wayside Cross Gospel Mission cannot shelter male or female sex offenders and this leaves the Salvation Army as the only option for this population.    

Michelle Sandoval at the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission did state that TB Cards are required at their shelter.  She noted they have been working on emergency preparedness with Jade Thomas as part of Vista group through the Pueblo City County Health Department.
VI. Other Business:  

Bianca Hicks from United Way said that funds for the newly will be available soon through United Way and in coordination with other agencies.
Next Meeting:
The next Pueblo Continuum of Care meeting will take place on Tuesday, January 19, 2010 at 10:00am in Room 301 at SRDA (230 North Union Avenue in Pueblo, Colorado.)  
