Pueblo Continuum of Care Meeting

September 16, 2008

10:00am SRDA

Room 301 Joseph Edward’s Center

230 North Union, Pueblo Colorado

Facilitator: Sister Nancy Crafton

Recorder: Dana Tewahade

Members Present: Dana Tewahade-Posada, Anne Stattelman-Posada, LaTanya Yarbrough-Posada, Rudy Sabedra-Pueblo County Housing and Human Services, Roberta Tafoya- Crossroads Turning Point, Ben Strand-Posada, Barbara Romero-Posada, Ben Ramos-Interfaith Hospitality Network, Shirley Knafelc-Catholic Charities, Julie Drake-Pueblo Community Health Center, Analee Beck-Pueblo Community Health Center EIS/HIV Program Services, Arthur Yarbrough-Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center, Greg Kemmet-Department of Corrections Community Re-integration, Keith Colvin-Wayside Cross Gospel Mission,  Jolene Hausman-Posada/Glendale4, Sister Nancy Crafton-Centro de Los Pobres, Maria Fox-Pueblo Community Health Center and Kristen Castor-Access for All,  Marlo Brumbaugh-Pueblo City/County Health Department, Sylvia Dominguez-Pueblo County Veterans Services, Marcie Reynolds-Cooperative Care Center, Gina Wilbur-Pueblo Department of Social Services, Jonna Adamich-Our Lady of the Meadows Peace and Justice, Emily Issa-Pueblo City Schools, Cathy O’Neill-Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center, Thelma Archuleta-PACA, Danette Kelley-Care and Share Food Bank, Captain Maggie Laubach-The Salvation Army, Captain Harold Laubach- The Salvation Army, Guadalupe Joyner-Southern Colorado AIDS Project, Andrea Otero-Luni-Southern Colorado AIDS Project.  

I. Updates and Introductions:

Captain Maggie Laubach of the Salvation Army said they are still attempting to restructure their Social Services area and have started the feeding the public on Sundays.

Captain Harold Laubach of the Salvation Army said they are also still trying to expand services to utility assistance.  They are hopeful about having some funds available on October 1st. They plan to assist with electric and gas but are not sure about rental assistance yet.  He noted they have also expanded the food pantry hours from 10am-3pm, Monday thru Thursday.  He also noted they will have some job openings in the near future.

Marcie Reynolds of Cooperative Care Center said she is seeing more clients due to the economy.  Although they have no funds for transportation, they do have plenty of food and clothing.  They also have some funds for medical assistance.  Ms. Reynolds also noted their next annual gala will be held in March with John Elway as the guest speaker.

Danette Kelley of Care and Share Food Pantry said they are hoping their new Development Director will be John Case.  He will hopefully begin his duties next month.  Currently, she stated they are working on a Wal-mart donor contract for “Feeding America”.  She noted they have picked up Sam’s Club and Kroger.

Marlo Brumbaugh of the Pueblo City/County Health Department stated they will begin doing late immunization clinics and clients will need to make an appointment.  

Keith Colvin of The Wayside Cross Gospel Mission introduced himself as the new Director.  Currently, he stated the Mission is filled to capacity.  He said they are sheltering about 19-20 minimum women per night.  He also noted they are seeing requests for shelter from about 10 people per day at the Mission.  They will be changing their main phone number to 544-4000.
Gina Wilburn of the Pueblo Department of Social Services stated she is filling in for Levetta Love who is moving to the North office to oversee the TANF and Food stamps programs.  She noted there would be changes in service delivery at the Department of Social Services North programs.  Some of these changes would include an emphasis on issues of child poverty, support for kinship providers and more emphasis on literacy and technical skills developments.  She also said they would be adding additional positions which would help them with managing the workload and quality of service.  Ms. Wilburn noted that DSS is seeing a slight increase in applications for Adult Financial and Medical Programs.  They are also preparing for the LEAP program and will start outreach in October. They plan to help people with access to applications, staff presentations, and brochures and display boards.  If anyone would like to be a contact person for LEAP or know of a contact person for their agency, they can contact LouAnn at 583-6797.

Shirley Knaflec of Catholic Charities stated they finished funds for the last quarter to help with utilities.  They have no more funds for utilities until the next quarter, which will begin in November.  She noted they had a small grant for shelter and rent assistance, but it is almost all gone.  She said the number of people needing services still continues to increase.  She said they are referring all people who walk through their doors to Angel Food Ministries.  She stated the month of October is going to be difficult without funds for any assistance. She reminded the members all clients would have to apply for LEAP before getting assistance in the future.

LaTanya Yarbrough of Posada said Posada continues to be very busy and case managers are seeing at least four new clients every day.

Arthur Yarbrough Arthur Yarbrough of Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center said they are not really seeing any new changes just an increase in number and more and more mentally ill.

Roberta Tafoya of Crossroads Turning Point said the treatment facility is seeing an increase in new people and an increase in clients with high risk of suicide and suicidal attempts.  She said they are averaging about 3 people daily on the unit with suicidal issues.  She noted they expect this trend to continue or increase with the holidays approaching.  She noted some clients are resorting to drinking rubbing alcohol to get into the facility, just so they have a place to stay.

Kristen Castor of Access for All said that last month’s meeting at Town Hall for transportation concerns went well.  They discussed issues such as evening services, Sunday services and extended service into the County.  A study is currently being conducted and need must be demonstrated.  It would be at least two years before it gets on the ballot.  She noted agencies might be able to contact Brenda Broyles to talk to about bus passes for service agencies. 

Ben Ramos of Interfaith Hospitality Network said he is the new Director for IHN and hopes to have families in the shelter by the end of the week.  

Anna Lee Beck of Pueblo Community Health Center’s Early Intervention Services and HIV Program Services said she plans on contacting agencies to give them an update on statistics of HIV/AIDS in Southern Colorado.  She will also be asking agencies about their ideas on how to enhance services.  They have served about 225 people since the inception of the program.  They currently serve about 130 clients.

Julie Drake of Pueblo Community Health Center said they would be soon announcing the name of the new hire for the Homeless Services Program Coordinator in Homeless Clinic on Grand.   

Guadalupe Uribe- Joyner of Southern Colorado AIDS Project introduced their new Outreach Case Manager, Andrea Otero-Luni.  Ms. Otero-Luni will be covering 25 counties and Ms. Uribe-Joyner spoke the importance of parents talking to their children about HIV/AIDS.  She said youth needed to be outreached in schools and churches to reduce infection rates.  

Jolene Hausman of Glendale4 said she attended the CSU-Pueblo’s freshman orientation and handed out 4,000 condoms.  She will be doing free testing on campus and has continued to test at Crossroads.

II. August Minutes

The August minutes were accepted as written

III. Continuum of Care

The deadline for Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) for the 2008 Continuum of Care grant competition has been extended again to October 15th because of the Gulf hurricanes.

IV. Farm Worker Issues

Sister Nancy Crafton of Centros de los Pobres said seasonal farm workers that live here year- round have not been able to have summer work that is traditional in the county.  These migrant workers are no longer migrating and a number of grandmothers are taking care of American- born children because their parents are being deported.  Sister Crafton also noted that restrictions in community have become oppressive in the community.  They are seeing a lot of evictions, and housing is a terrible problem because there is no place to put people.  

V.  Homeless Issues

a. Outreach- Posada is seeing more and more folks without a place to live due to the shelters being full.  The Captain Harold Laubach and Captain Maggie Laubach of the Salvation Army stated they might be able to open their doors for the warming shelter this winter.
VI. Events

a. Holiday Blessing Store-  Jolene Hausman of Glendale4 said she met with the Captain Maggie Laubach of the Salvation Army to speak about merging lists from other agencies and programs as to reduce duplication of services.  She noted that students from the local University will volunteer to help with sign-up and the Salvation Army will offered to assist with translation services.  The Salvation Army will be signing up clients for the Angel Tree on October 20th thru October 31st.  They hope to help about 500 families, and are going to do Golden Angels for seniors.

b. 
Stand Down This event will be held next Friday September 26th.  The event will start by registering the homeless veterans at 10:00 am.  Lunch will be catered and there are typically around 12 agencies that are invited to participate.  Invitations for participation have already gone out.  Please call Rudy Sabedra at 583-4544 if you have not yet sent in your agency RSVP.  Rudy Sabedra noted they are doing well on money for the Stand Down and are going to be able to use a large portion to purchase clothing for winter months.  The remainder will be used to shelter homeless veterans during the winter.
VII. Other Business

Jolene Hausman of Glendale4 reminded Continuum members to think of girls who would like to attend the “Young Women’s Real World Conference”.  Participants must be pregnant and in High School.  The event is being held at CSU Pueblo and they have room for 100 girls, however, they do have to register, by the end of October.  The event will be held on November  12th and can call to 546-2365 for more information on how to register.

Keith Colvin of The Wayside Cross Gospel Mission stated on Saturday, February 14th , they will be having their Black Tie fundraiser called “Hearts for the Homeless”.  This event will be a banquet.  

The next  Pueblo’s Continuum of Care meeting will take place on Tuesday, October 21, 2008 at 10:00am in Room 301 at SRDA (230 North Union Avenue in Pueblo, Colorado.)
