Continuum of Care Meeting

September 21, 2010

10:00am 
SRDA 30 North Union Avenue
Dana Tewahade Recorder
Continuum Members:   Anne Stattelman, Dana Tewahade, Ben Strand, LaTanya Yarbrough, Laurine Smith- Posada, Arthur Yarbrough- Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center, Maria Fox- Pueblo Community Health Center, Sister Nancy Crafton- Centro de los Pobres, Gail Rodosevich-Colorado Legal Services, Heather Rider- Pueblo Housing Authority,  Mary McFarland- Department of Correction/Community Reintegration, Roberta Avalos- Bridges of Mercy, Jill Kidd-Pueblo City Schools, John Dase & Letitia Dusich - Care and Share,  and George O’Brien of Colorado Cross Disability Coalition, Mary Hobbs- Veteran’s Administration VASH Voucher Coordinator, Claudia Stubenrouch-King of Kings Lutheran Church, Emily Issa- Pueblo School District 60, Title X, Bianca Hicks- Pueblo United Way, Shirley Knaflec- Catholic Charities, Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, Patrick Hurley- Southern Colorado Job Seekers.
I. Updates and Introductions:
Roberta Avalos of Bridges of Mercy stated her group has YOS ladies they are mentoring and providing instruction on cooking, shopping etc.  Ms. Avalos comes to the Continuum meetings to become familiar with resources in the community, so they can provide appropriate referrals. 
Patrick Hurley of Southern Colorado Job Seekers stated he is available to answer questions after this meeting regarding his group’s purpose and activities.  He noted the speaker at tonight’s meeting is from the City of Pueblo. Mr. Hurley explained the main purpose of the group is to help individuals as they job seek.  He said they strongly emphasize networking. Mr. Hurley also noted he is involved in the Sheriff’s Messenger program.  The goal of this group is to reduce recidivism rates in our local jail by calling clients and reminding them of court dates, etc.
Jonna Adamich of Our Lady of The Meadow’s Peace and Justice Group said she had nothing new to report other than the increasing number requests for information on the Holiday Blessing Store.
Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission said they have been low on the women’s side, averaging 5-6 women each night.  Although the Men’s side has remained full, they are usually able to provide an open bunk for a man in need. Ms. Sandoval reported the Wayside is providing a Monday take-out lunch buffet open to the public.  The food is $1.50/lb and available from 11:00am to 2:00pm.  This activity is a fundraiser but also provides job skills training for residents.  A flyer was provided for Continuum members to take back to their agencies.  Ms Sandoval stated Chef Bill does fantastic work and is available for catering.
Bianca Hicks of United Way of Pueblo County stated there are gearing up for new fundraising now that the school supply drive campaign is complete.  

Letitia Dusich of Care and Share said they are continuing to expand weekend backpack programs.  They added three more schools to the program and will probably add more in the future.  She noted the food is purchased by the schools from Care and Share.  Care and Share delivers the food to the schools, but the schools are responsible for packing the bags, distribution to the students and finding volunteers to accomplish these tasks. 
Jon Dase of Care and Share said he is still seeing an increase in number of people attending the weekly mobile food pantries. Care and Share will be hosting the Taste of Pueblo on October 28th and Mr. Dase will be handing out flyers at the next Continuum meeting.
Laurine Smith with the HPRP Program is working off a waiting list and will be doing a workshop in October.  She is also with the  Domestic Violence Task Force and announced the Ghost walk which will take place October 1,2,8,9 of 2010 as a fundraiser for the task force.
Jill Kidd of Pueblo City Schools said between the two districts they have $100,000 to spend for the weekend backpack nutrition program.  She noted they will be focusing on eight schools.  They choose the schools by economic need and number of Title 10 participants.  Friday will be the first distribution for the school program this year.  The schools provide 3 or 4 days worth of food.  The bags include kid-sized entrees and other items like, cereal bars, fruit cups and veggie cups.  All of the food can be consumed without cooking/heating and don’t require can openers. The school district is currently seeking volunteers to stuff bags. Last year, the program served about 60 kids per week.  Volunteers can contact Ms. Kidd at 719-549-7203 to volunteer.  Anne Stattelman of Posada congratulated Ms. Kidd on a recent article interview in USA Today for regarding Centennial High Schools food program.  Ms. Stattelman said she would e-mail Continuum Members the link to the article.  Ms. Kidd also confirmed that The Boys and Girls Club also has a nutrition program.
Ben Strand of Posada said the case managers are still seeing singles at the rate of 3-4 new clients a day.   Some of these new clients are residents of the area and some are traveling to Pueblo.  The Elko family Shelter will have one shelter unit open soon and case managers have finally discharged families staying in shelter hotels. Mr. Strand said the YWCA has been good at taking women with children into their shelter.  

Mary McFarland of the Department of Corrections Re-Integration said the La Vista Correctional Facility is having a resource fair for those female inmates.  She distributed flyers and provided Consent to Search forms to those interested in participating in the Fair.
Shirley Knaflec of Catholic Charities is “again at the end of this month and out of funds for everything”.  She said they will start a new grant in November, but as usual clients must have applied for LIHEAP and provide verification of approval or denial.  Ms. Knaflec also spoke of stipulations regarding different types of utility assistance that can complicate the process.  In October, they will have rent and mortgage assistance.  Ms. Knaflec also noted they hired a new housing counselor. They can assist will water but only up to $125 and now only if the client has a shut off notice. The funds cannot go toward a deposit or reconnect fee.  Ms. Knaflec said Catholic Charities has partnered with Care and Share to provide food with Nurturing Parenting classes at different schools and at our building.  

Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de Los Pobres said the farm-worker population in Avondale has experienced an unusually high number of insect bites requiring hospitalization and IV antibiotics of those working in cilantro field.  Sister Crafton encouraged Continuum members to attend the Chile and Frijole Festival to support the wages of the migrant farm workers.  These workers will be working behind the scenes roasting and bagging chiles at the festival.  This summer has been a struggle for all the families.
Heather Rider of the Pueblo Housing Authority said their NOFA is due in November.  They hope to be awarded funds which will allow the demolition of the Sangre De Cristo apartments.  She noted half of the units will be reconstructed and Section 8 vouchers will be provided for the rest of the units.  The grant is named HOPE 6 and is used when it is cheaper to tear down units rather than rehab them.
Gale Rodosevich of Colorado Legal Services said they had been very busy.  Their next Neighborhood Legal Clinic will be held on November 12th.  Ms. Rodosevich noted attorney turn- out continues to improve for these clinics.  Ms. Rodosevich announced a partnership with Pueblo Community College in the filming of “Ask an Attorney” which will be aired on the public access channel.  Tonight, the show will be airing an overview of Public Defender services.  Ms. Rodosevich also said the Supreme Court will be coming to Pueblo in February to honor attorneys in Pueblo providing pro bono work.  The Pueblo Colorado Legal Service office was refunded to provide support for Ms. Rodosevich’ efforts for another year.   Ms. Rodosevich provided copies of the Senior Year Law books for agencies.  She also spoke briefly of serious legal housing issues with a trailer park in Pueblo.  Roberta Silva is seeking counsel on this issue with colleagues in Denver.   The biggest concern is about where these clients will go if the trailer park is closed.
George O’Brien of Colorado Cross Disability Coalition said they have been successful in helping clients obtain needed medical equipment.  He said these clients had been previously denied needed medical equipment by Medicaid. Representatives by the Colorado Cross Disability Coalition assisted in their successful appeals.  Mr. O’Brien also shared the Emergency Preparedness Committee recently discovered anyone can self-register their land line or cell phones for reverse 911 which will be helpful for clients.  The city attorney's office is currently checking to make sure that self registry doesn't violate anything in the HIPAA act.
Arthur Yarbrough of Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center said he has started getting more referrals for mental health counseling of homeless individuals.  He also said he is in the planning stages of providing a foot care clinic with Kim Baca of Pueblo Community Health Center.  They are looking at starting this clinic once a month.
Claudia Stubenrouch of King of Kings Lutheran Church said her group of seniors were working on toys, quilts and baby layettes.  She also announced that their church will be sponsoring Interfaith Hospitality Network for family shelter.  They hope to get it up and running again soon.  The group has also started planning some projects for Veterans Day.
Anne Stattelman of Posada said MSM testing for HIV/AIDS will begin Wednesday September 29th at Posada. The schedule will be the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the of the month from 1pm – 4pm.  To Schedule an appointment please call 719-9092 ext. 123 and speak to Joshua Cleveland,  Prevention Director MPACT/SCAP 719-578-9092 x 123.
Ms. Stattelman also said she wanted to thank everyone who attended George Butterfield’s memorial service. Rocket Man was well remembered on Friday September 10th at the Gazebo at the River Walk.  She estimated 100 homeless and non homeless folks attended.

Ms. Stattelman said that three AmeriCorps volunteers will begin working at Posada October 4th to formulate a youth outreach program. This program has been a long time in the works and Posada will be able to implement renewal Tenant Based Rental Assistance (TBRA) funding for the youth aging out of Foster Care.

A big thank you to all of Posada’s staff was given by Ms. Stattelman.  She said all the staff were instrumental in providing more than $250,000 of direct assistance dollars to Pueblo citizens this past quarter.  This does not include Posada’s general housing programs and shelter programs.  Thank you to Dana Tewahade for insuring that $140,000 in TANF assistance was spent timely and in accordance with auditing standards.- 
Mary Hobbs of the HUD VASH Program said they have house 20 veterans and given out 28 of the 35 vouchers available.  She also said she is ready for the Homeless Veterans Stand Down this Friday.  

II. Minutes from August 
 Approved and accepted as written.

III. Continuum of Care
As of yesterday, the SUPERNOFA has been made available.  This year we will have no support in writing grant.  Denver has recently requested assisting in conducting another Point In Time Count from the Pueblo Continuum of Care.  They would like the count to be conducted in January 2011.  Continuum members agreed to establish a small committee to establish this process and even devise an instrument. 
IV. Homeless Veterans Stand Down
Ms. Yarbrough passed out flyers for the event this Friday and invited all Continuum members to join the event for catered lunch.

V. School Supplies

Ms. of Posada stated the school supply drive was a success and she expressed specific appreciation toward Ms. Jonna Adamich, Ms. Laurine Smith and Ms. Roberta Tafoya for collecting all the supplies donated at all the local Wal mart stores.
VI. Holiday Blessing Store
Ms. Stattleman of Posada expressed concerns about the duplication of services between the Holiday Blessing store and the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree.  Tomorrow, Posada, The Salvation Army and Pueblo United Way will be meeting to decide who will take the lead on this project.  A Continuum member asked about Goodwill’s participation in this event.  It was noted the Goodwill no exists in Pueblo.  There is a new organization called Colorado Green is working on their old clothing efforts.  Colorado Green will be moving into the old Toys R Us building near the Pueblo Mall.
VII. Other Business  
Ms. Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission asked Ms. Stattelman to speak to the Salvation Army regarding the start date for the cold weather warming shelter.
Care and Share wanted the Continuum Member to know they purchase all their food locally when possible.  They do their buy this produce in Colorado.
Angel Food Ministries ordering and distribution is still being held at Tabor Lutheran Church.
The next meeting of the Continuum of Care will take place, Tuesday, October 19, 2010, on the 3rd Floor of the Joseph Edwards Building 203 North Union Avenue.
