Pueblo Continuum of Care
October 20th, 2009

SRDA 3rd Floor 230 North Union Avenue Pueblo, CO 81003

Room 301

Sister Nancy Crafton-Facilitator

LaTanya Yarbrough-Recorder

Members Present: Maria Fox-PCHC, Judy Fulbright-District 70 Title X, Heather Rider-Pueblo Housing Authority, Sister  Nancy Crafton-Los Pobres, Cathy O’Neil-Spanish Peaks, Roberta Avalos-Susan Montoya, Bianca Hicks-Pueblo County United Way, Emily Issa-District 60 Title X, LaTanya Yarbrough-Posada, Carl Diaz-Posada, Kim Baca-Pueblo Community Health Center, Ben Strand-Posada, Mary McFarland-Reintegration, Kristen Castor-Pueblo Access for All, Michelle Sandoval-Wayside Cross Mission, George O’Brien and Anne Stattelman-Posada.

I. Updates:

Bridges of Mercy is a women’s prison outreach that provides life and employment skills, help with securing legal documentation and mentoring. It is located at 3800 Parker Boulevard at the Family Worship Center and is a faith based program.  For more information contact 719-406-6305 or 553-8089
Our Lady of the Meadows continues to assist with the Holiday Blessing Store and volunteers from the Just Faith group are active in the community.

The counselors from Spanish Peaks each have 35 active homeless clients.

The Salvation Army will be taking applications for their Angel Tree Program.  On November 20th they will begin to provide a warming shelter for single men only.  They are looking for someone one to staff the shelter.  They will also be delivering meals to shut-ins for Thanksgiving.

Kristen Castor from Pueblo Access for All reiterated the good news that Aid to the Needy Disabled has been restored.  Kristen sent in stories from folks who would be affected by the cuts.  The Colorado Coalition for the Homeless took on the project. Folks are encouraged to call Sal Pace and Governor Ritter and thank them for their efforts to restore this funding.

Mary McFarland from Reintegration said that many more folks are being released early into our community. One parole house has been closed and so they are working more with the Mission to place folks coming out of the jail and prison.
Michelle Sandoval from the Wayside Mission said that their current census is 15 women and between 25 to 28 men.  They will work with Posada and the Salvation Army on a warming shelter.  On November 7th—Larry Alvarado from Praise Assembly of God will be providing a free meal for veterans from 1 to 3pm. Their Thanksgiving Dinner will be held at the Train Depot from 11 to 1:30pm. They are taking Turkey donations. The Soup Kitchen will be open for lunch that day.
Ben Strand from Posada said that 13th Street and the Elko Shelter is full. 

Carl Diaz was introduced. He is a CSU Intern.

George O’Brien was welcomed to the group.

Kim Baca from the Pueblo Community Health Center is working with Jo Scher from the Pueblo City County Health Department and Michelle Sandoval at the Mission in regards to TB cards. At this time there are no H1N1 shots available.

Bianca Hicks from Pueblo County United Way said that they have received $30,000 in matching funds to help the newly unemployed.  They don’t have a program yet set up for distribution of the funds and will disperse the funds through existing agencies and programs.

II. September 2009 Minutes: Accepted as read with one change. Kristen Castor was listed as the head of the advisory committee and she is instead the head of the Legislative committee inside the Advisory Committee.
III. Continuum of Care: 

a) The announcement for SuperNofa funding was released and the deadline is November 2, 2009. All leveraging letters for the grant have been completed and submitted.
b) ARRA funds were approved by the City Council on September 24, 2009 and Posada as the lead agency will begin the project in concert with Catholic Charities and Colorado Legal Services on November 2, 2009 for Rapid ReHousing and Homeless Prevention dollars.

IV. Veterans Issues  
a) 22 Veterans were served at this year’s Homeless Stand Down.  All those who signed up were provided backpacks, sleeping bags, warm clothing and shoes. Hair cuts and other services were provided to the homeless veterans, hygiene items were also given out.  Veterans are still able to pick up supplies including warm weather gear at Posada through the year.

b) 35 housing vouchers for homeless veterans are being coordinated through the Veterans Clinic and with the assistance of the Pueblo Housing Authority.

V. Upcoming Events:

a) Holiday Blessing Store: Lots of planning continues to take place in regards to the store.  A PSA is now available with all the information in regards to the store.  Card will be given out at the November 17, 2009 meeting.  The store is scheduled to take place November 19th and November 20th.
b) Holiday Resources:  The Salvation Army will be providing food baskets for Thanksgiving. Tom and Louie’s Cupboard will be providing baskets through the Boys and Girl’s Club.
c) Health Fair-tabled until the next meeting
VI. Warming Shelter-Salvation Army will take this over on November 20th—20 cots for single men.
VII. Sister Nancy reported that things haven’t changed much. Their census is still high, some folks have left for work in other areas, but many families are stuck here without work and a way to meet their needs.
VIII. Other Business:

a) Pueblo School of Arts and Sciences will hold their annual Empty Bowl Fundraiser on October 29th.  There will be a noon meal and a dinner at the Pueblo Art Center.  
b) Anne Stattelman will send out a revised food pantry list to the Continuum of Care Group.
The meeting adjourned at 10:50pm.  The next meeting will take place Tuesday November 17th at 10:00am at SRDA—230 North Union Room 301.

