Pueblo Continuum of Care Meeting

October 21, 2008

10:00am SRDA

Room 301 Joseph Edward’s Center

230 North Union, Pueblo Colorado

Facilitator: Sister Nancy Crafton

Recorder: Dana Tewahade

Members Present: Anne Stattelman- Posada, Dana Tewahade-Posada, LaTanya Yarbrough-Posada, Roberta Tafoya- Crossroads Turning Point, LeeAnna Hageman-Crossroads Turning Point, Ben Strand- Posada, Barbara Romero- Posada, Kim Baca-Pueblo Community Health Center, Greg Kemmet-Department of Corrections Community Re-integration, Jolene Hausman-Posada/Glendale4, Sister Nancy Crafton-Centro de Los Pobres, Maria Fox- Pueblo Community Health Center, Andrea Looney- Southern Colorado AIDS Project, Sylvia Dominguez- Pueblo County Veterans Services, Melissa Martz- Care and Share, Emily Issa- Pueblo City Schools, Ada Rivera-Clark- City of Pueblo, Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, Sarah Ruybalid- Pueblo City/County Health Department, Patsy Contreras- Pueblo County Department of Social Services, Johnna Adamich- Our Lady of the Meadows Peace and Justice, Kristen Castor- Pueblo Access for All, LouAnn Androus- Pueblo Department of Social Services,  Margaret Reiber-YWCA  and John Dase- Care and Share.  

I. Updates and Introductions:

Andrea Otero, Medical Case Manager for Southern Colorado AIDS Project she has had a total of eight new intakes and reactivated cases recently.  She noted that Posada has offered in-kind office space to her organization at Glendale4.  There will be a women’s health fair in Cañon City on October 30th.  She also asked that any organizations with clients who are infected or affected by HIV/AIDS are welcome to e-mail her for information on the next Lunch and Learn.  She also noted they are looking for a larger space (preferably free of charge) to hold the Lunch and Learn events as they are outgrowing their current space.   

Kristen Castor with Pueblo Access for All said that she is organizing a task force regarding Pueblo Transit issues.  This task force will be doing their best to update people new events or occurrences with Pueblo Transit.  She also spoke of recent frustration over “barrier busting”.  She noted architects are signing off on the handicap accessibility of new buildings in Pueblo.   Many of these new buildings are indeed not handicap accessible and this could be easily avoided with consultation from her group.  

LouAnn Androus of Pueblo Department of Social Services said starting November 1, 2008, they will begin giving out information regarding the LEAP (Low Income Energy Assistance Program) program.  

Johnna Adamich of Our Lady of the Meadows Peace and Justice said her organization will be hosting an alternative gift fair.  This year they will be giving the gift of charity.

Margaret Reiber of the YWCA stated their shelter beds are mostly full and they have seen a 100% increase in occupancy from the last quarter.

LaTanya Yarbrough of Posada stated she and co-worker Ben Strand of Posada are seeing about 4 new people a day for homeless services.

Kim Baca of Pueblo Community Health Center introduced herself as the new Homeless Clinic Coordinator.  

Melissa Martz of Care and Share Food Bank said they run community gardens in Colorado Springs and do community education about their organization.  She also noted all the Emergency Food Pantries will be getting one box of meat from her agency for emergencies supplies. 

Roberta Tafoya of Crossroad Turning Point/ Detox stated they continue to have an increase in clients this month.  In the Detox unit, they have 18 clients a day with lots of referrals from the hospitals.  As last month, they are still dealing with a higher number of clients who are suicidal.

Anne Stattelman of Posada spoke of the homeless sweeps going on in Colorado Springs.  She noted a Veterans Support Group is taking on a class action lawsuit.   She also noted Mount Caramel Church has expressed interest in working with homeless immigrant youth.  Posada is also looking at the need for services in Pueblo to support homeless youth.  

Dana Tewahade of Posada requested information regarding where clients can get free or discounted mammograms.  Kim Baca of Pueblo Community Health Center stated they have a program for women ages 40-64 that have limited income and no established health care provider.   Contact information: Bernadette Louhann- 543-8718 x255.  She also spoke about a recent meeting the Spanish Peaks TAC team.  This team has been designed to assist clients being discharged from prison and jails so they can have a continuum of services with mental health providers and not has a lapse in treatment after their release. 

Jolene Hausman of Posada/Glendale4 stated the HIV infection rates continue to rise in Pueblo.  She also said the numbers of syphilis cases are rising.  She has giving out large numbers of condoms at the University of Southern Colorado Pueblo presentations.

Sarah Ruybalid of the Pueblo City/County Health Department passed out materials and spoke about family planning, childhood immunization and flu shots to children.  She also said they transitioned the flu hotline to 211.  She passed out calendars with STEPS information.

Maria Fox of the Pueblo Community Health Center stated she is seeing a lot of economical problems with the migrant population.

Patsy Contreras of the Pueblo Department of Social Services commented on their restructuring and focus to become more client focused.  DSS has seen a significant increase in clients who are homeless and clients who need TANF.

John Dase of Care and Share introduced himself as the new Development Director for their organization in Pueblo.  He also noted on this Friday, Keva Juice will be hosting a donation drive and giving their profits to Care and Share. 

Ada Rivera-Clark of The City of Pueblo said they are putting together action plan for agencies that received funding. The city is also looking at the possibility of rehabilitating buildings to provided needed housing for people in Pueblo.  They are currently looking at properties plans on site at 4th and Hudson.  

Sylvia Dominguez of the Pueblo County Veterans Office stated the Stand Down held on September 26th was considered a success.  42 individuals completed the survey and 39 signed up as homeless veterans, however, seven were not homeless.  32 veterans signed up for sleeping bags.  There were 52 volunteers at the Stand Down.  She also noted she had been receiving calls regarding veterans needing mortgage and utility assistance.  She asked that Continuum members refer veterans from Afghanistan and Iraq be referred to her for assistance and available resources.  She noted this assistance was also available for those still serving as well.  Anne Stattelman of Posada also gave out a reminder that the Salvation Army has specific assistance for veterans recently discharged from service.  

Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission said they have been full on men’s side and a have a few beds open on the women’s side.  They are typically sheltering 45 people a night.

II. September Minutes

Accepted as written.

III. Continuum of Care

A. Project Ranking Submittal- Anne Stattelman of Posada passed out copies of the project rankings for Continuum members to view.  
B. Pueblo Point-in-Time Count- will be very different than last year’s point-in-time count.  HUD is asking that all point in time counts be completed the last week in January 2008.  Thursday January 29, 2009 will be the date of the homeless count in Pueblo County. Forms and instructions will be given out during the January Continuum of Care Meeting.
IV. Farm Worker Issues
Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de Los Pobres stated three migrant families have had to return to Mexico this week.  Evictions and utility shut-offs continue to occur regularly.

V. Events

a.
Stand Down Recap- Sylvia Dominguez, Representative of the Pueblo County Veterans Office stated the events went fairly well this year.  They believe 45 veterans attended the event.  Will be held on September, Friday 26th so Veterans can sign up for medical service and obtain items for the upcoming winter months.  Posada will be conducting pre-surveys to help speed up the process.  Rudy Sabedra, the former Veterans Service Representative provided his new number for questions, 583-6319.  

b. Third Annual Holiday Blessing Store.  Please see attachment for all the information. 
c.  Food Drives, Thanksgiving baskets and other resources for the holidays It was noted the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission will still be providing a Thanksgiving and Christmas dinner.  Care and Share of Colorado Springs and the Pueblo School Districts may also be providing assistance with food for Thanksgiving.  The Salvation Army may provide a Thanksgiving meal as well.
VI. New Business

Care and Share is holding the “Stuff the Bus” event on November 7, 2008.

Pueblo’s Social Security Administration has moved their office to 3769 Parker Blvd.

Pueblo, CO 81008.  Their fax and phone numbers remain the same.  

The next Pueblo Continuum of Care meeting will take place on Tuesday, November 18, 2008 at 10:00am in Room 301 at SRDA (230 North Union Avenue in Pueblo, Colorado.)
