Pueblo Continuum of Care Meeting
October 18, 2011
SRDA 3rd Floor—230 North Union Avenue, Pueblo CO 81003
Room 301
Nancy Crafton-Facilitator
Dana Tewahade –Recorder

Continuum Members:   Sister Nancy Crafton- Centro de Los Pobres, Anne Stattelman, Dana Tewahade, Ben Strand, LaTanya Yarbrough -Posada, Kim Baca- Pueblo Community Health Center, Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, Roberta Avalos- Bridges of Mercy, Tammy Torres- Pueblo Department of Social Services, Heather Rider- Pueblo Housing Authority,  Elsa Castillo-Care and Share, Gale Rodosevich- Colorado Legal Services, Shirley Knaflec, Samantha Duran- Catholic Charities, Mary McFarland- Department of Correction Re-integration, Jeanie Benfield- American Disability Act Advisory Committee, Roberta Tafoya, Danielle Sena- Crossroads Turning Point, Jonna Adamich-Our Lady of the Meadows Peace and Justice, Paul Montez- Department of Veteran Affairs, Mary Hobbs- Pueblo HUD VASH Voucher Program, Margaret Reiber-YWCA, Patrick Hurley- Southern Colorado Job Seekers, Claudia Stubenrouch- King of Kings Lutheran Church, JoAnn Russ- Social Security Administration, Arthur Yarbrough- Spanish Peaks Mental Health. 

I. Updates and Introductions:
Roberta Tafoya of Crossroads Crisis Intervention Center (formerly, Crossroads Detox Unit) introduced Danielle Sena, a new case manager.   Crossroads Crisis Intervention Center continues to active with many clients in need of substance abuse services.

Ben Strand and LaTanya Yarbrough of Posada said their supportive services numbers are steady and their family shelter is full.  

Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de los Pobres said farm workers with visas are leaving and those without visas are preparing to stay in Pueblo for the winter. It is difficult for many of them because they do not have work. 

Jonna Adamich of Our Lady of the Meadows Peace and Justice is now serving as a Volunteer Coordinator for Posada’s Art Off the Street event.

Shirley Knaflec of Catholic Charities introduced Samantha Duran, their new AmeriCorps volunteer.  She said that CC is still waiting for rent and mortgage assistance and that they are not taking calls from clients.  They anticipated receiving utility assistance funds on November 1st. Ms. Knaflec said clients would still be required to apply for LEAP and get a determination letter.  She also reminded Continuum members that the guidelines for LEAP and EOC have changed.  She added the only assistance CC’s continues to provide is assistance with water bills.

Kim Baca of the Pueblo Community Health Center provided information regarding upcoming Flu Vaccination Clinics at PCHC’s Main Clinic on Tuesday from 1pm-4pm (on Colorado) and the Park Hill Clinic on Thursday from 1pm-4pm (on East 4th).  Ms. Baca explained any child 18 and under could get the shot.  Adults, however, must be Pueblo Community Health Center members. 

Gail Rodosevich of Colorado Legal Service Pro Bono Program said another Legal Clinic will be held at Catholic Charities on November 17th. 

Anne Stattelman of Posada passed out a report on the Earned Income Tax Credit  (EITC) for working families.  The full report is on the Piton Foundation’s website.  In Pueblo County over 29,000,000 of income was brought into the community through this program this past year. 

Elsa Castillo introduced herself as the new Pueblo Cooking Matters Coordinator for Care and Share.  She is the replacement for Becky Mares.  She expressed her excitement in getting a lot more classes going in Pueblo. Ms. Castillo provided an overview of the Cooking Matters program to Continuum members.  Welcome Elsa!

Patrick Hurley of Southern Colorado Job Seekers,  Sherriff’s Messenger Program and the Human Relations Commission said the Job Seekers group will change their focus to concentrate on providing individualized help to participants.  

Margaret Reiber of YMCA stated they were out of funds for gas vouchers and prescriptions assistance.  Ms. Reiber also noted this would be her last Continuum of Care meeting as she was retiring.  Congratulations Margaret!  

Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission said they were busy converting the chapel to add additional beds.  They hoped by the end of the week they’d be finished and eventually be able to utilize the chapel for overflow during cold weather for women.  The First Presbyterian Church generously contributed new chairs to replace the pews in the chapel.  Ms. Sandoval reported they’ve provided overflow about one third of the recent nights.  This will continue to happen until the Salvation Army opens their Warming Shelter.

Tammy Torres of the Pueblo Department of Social Services stated with the exception of the LEAP program all was running smoothly in the Adult Division.

Mary Hobbs of the HUD VASH voucher program said they will be getting 25 more vouchers for veteran housing soon.

Claudia Stubenrouch of King of Kings Lutheran Church said her group had been providing service to The Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, The Homeless Veterans Stand Down, Cooperative Care’s Pack the Building drive and Centro de Los Pobres.  In addition, they have just began the Toymaker Toy Drive.  

Jo Ann Russ of the Social Security Administration introduced herself to Continuum members.  She said she is the new Assistant Manager in Pueblo.

II. Minutes from September 2011: (any corrections/additions) 
The minutes were accepted with one correction.  The September minutes read, “The Pueblo Department of Social Services has only 4 technicians and 2 clerks to work on LEAP”.  The minutes should have read, “The Pueblo Department of Social Services has only 4 technicians to work on LEAP”.

III. Continuum of Care: 
Anne Stattelman of Posada reported HUD is moving forward with current grant application and all of Pueblo’s information has been submitted through ESNAPS.  A 30% cut is expected in program funding. 

IV. Pueblo Community Health Center Update
Ms. Julie Drake was ill and unable to attend this meeting.  An update will be provided at next month’s Continuum meeting.

V. Homeless Prevention: 
Other than water assistance by Catholic Charities, there was no report of funds available to assist with utility, rent or mortgage assistance.

The Pueblo Department of Social Services LEAP Program-and the Pueblo County Department of Housing and Human Services are coordinating efforts to assist families with heating/utility costs.  Tammy Torres of the Department of Social Services stated LEAP eligible households who qualified last year are eligible to apply at this time. These are also the only individuals being allowed to apply for utility assistance through the Department of Housing and Human Services.  She stated Pueblo County Housing and Human Services had four clients in month of October who received $2,000 in assistance.  The total amount of assistance is $100,000.  On Nov 1st, the general public can apply for assistance.  If a family has a shut off notice they’ll need to go to the 212 West 12th address for expedited assistance.   The income guidelines for the Pueblo County Housing and Human Services are 125% of poverty. The Department of Social Services is 150 % of poverty.  Ms. Torres will provide an update about deposits after attending a meeting today.

Ms. Russ of the Social Security Administration also noted income verification of Social Security benefits can now be done online at socialsecurity.gov.  The clients can the request their own benefit verification and it will be mailed to them in 7-10 days.  

VI. Events:
Mr. Paul Montez provided an overview of the Homeless Veterans STAND DOWN.  He passed out some reports and stated he’d be happy to e-mail a copy to anyone.  This year, 40 Veterans were served. 

Thanksgiving Baskets will be provided by a drive through the Boys and Girls Club and High Schools in the community.  The deadline for referrals for a Thanksgiving basket is November 1st. Those in need can call the YWCA main line at 542-6904.  Last year, over 400 were served.  The Wayside Cross Gospel Mission will again host the Thanksgiving dinner at the Union Depot. Ms. Sandoval stated they have an abundance of volunteers and will refer volunteers to the Salvation Army.  She is assuming that service will be provided to the home bound through delivery. 

Holiday toys for families in need will be provided by the Salvation Army (Angel Tree) and Christmas Unlimited (Holiday Blessing Store).  The Holiday Blessing Store will be held at the Lake Avenue Baptist on the 10th and 11th of December.  Elaine Madrid will be coordinating the Store this year.  Those to be served at the Holiday Blessing Store will be Posada clients, Pueblo School counselor referrals and Centro de los Pobres clients.  All three Pueblo Wal-Mart Stores’ toys collections will go to the Holiday Blessing Store to serve Pueblo residents.  


VII. Other Business:
Pueblo Community Health Center will again provide a Foot Clinic on Tuesday, November 8th at Posada in the afternoon.  
 
Ms. Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission spoke about the increase in panhandlers and proposed an idea to sell cards to the public.  These cards could be used to give panhandlers instead of cash.  The cards could be used as a voucher for a taxi ride to the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission or Posada for services.  The Continuum members were supportive of the idea and agreed this could be a group effort.


The next meeting of the Continuum of Care will take place Tuesday, November 15, 2011 at 10:00am at SRDA, 230 North Union, in room 301. 


