Pueblo Continuum of Care Meeting

November 18, 2008

SRDA 3rd Floor-230 North Union Avenue, Pueblo, CO 81003

Room 301

Sister Nancy Crafton-Facilitator

Members Present: Barbara Romero-Posada, Kim Baca-PCHC, Jolene Hausman-Posada-Glendale4, Ben Strand-Posada, Rudy Sabedra-Pueblo County Housing and Human Services, Harold Laubach-Salvation Army, Danette Kelley-Care and Share, Sister Nancy Crafton-Centro de Los Pobres, Michelle Sandoval-Wayside Cross Gospel Rescue, Marcie Reynolds-Cooperative Care Center, Keith A. Colvin-Wayside Cross, Emily Issa-School District 60, Shirley Knaflc-Catholic Charities, Cathy O’Neill-Spanish Peaks, Margaret Reiber-YWCA, Kristen Castor-Pueblo Access for All, Jolene Hausman-Glendale4, Anne Stattelman-Posada, Judy Fulbright-Pueblo District 70, Ben Ramos-PAIHN, Andrea Looney-SCAP,

I. Updates and Introductions:

Barb Romero from Posada reported that all her permanent and transitional housing programs are full as well as Elko and that she is receiving many referrals.

Ben Strand from Posada reported that he is busy and that case managers are doing more outreach at service agencies as well as going out to the camps

Rudy Sabedra-Pueblo County Housing and Human Services is busy renewing grants and doing completing reports.  He is working with Pueblo County, the City of Pueblo and Pueblo County United Way on a proposed needs assessment.  He is also working on a grant with Excel Energy on rebates for home energy assistance.

Shirley Knaflc from Catholic Charities said her agency is-finishing up grant for utility assistance.  Many of their grant funds have been cut. They will have $35,000 to disperse, primarily for electric bills. They have no funds for rent or mortgage assistance, and no FEMA assistance.  They will be providing Thanksgiving Food Baskets. LEAP Applications opened up November 1. Families must have a determination letter. If they don’t qualify Catholic Charities can then provide assistance.

Harold Laubach from the Salvation Army is working to provide a warming shelter. They have received cots from the Wayside Cross Gospel Rescue Mission It is not open yet. Their Social Service Office is continuing to provide services. The agency has $1,000 per month for rent and utility assistance.  The Red Kettle season is starting. They will be providing a Thanksgiving Dinner at Noon, which will coincide with the Dinner at the Union Avenue Depot that the Wayside Mission is coordinating.   

Margaret Reiber from the YWCA Women’s Crisis Center said she is seeing an increase in women who are older and have issues with mental health and physical health problems.  Kristen Castor mentioned that women may have access to additional services and wanted to make sure that they were receiving proper medical care.

Danette Kelley from Care and Share said that her agency is holding their regular food drives in preparation for the holidays. They are hoping to receive food, which will assist them in donations for the new year.

Ben Ramos from PAIHN, said their program has been fairly full and that they have received large donations of clothing.  He like other agencies received contact information from Kaiser Permanente who wants to make inroads in Pueblo.

Sister Nancy Crafton from Centro de Los Pobres reported that her agency hasn’t had had beans for 7 weeks.  The price of rice and beans has increased to such an extent that they can’t pay for them.  They still hope to give out beans and rice to their families for 

Kristen Castor said that the Cross Disability Coalition set goals as a statewide organization.  They will meet with State Legislators to speak about priorities.

They are concerned with basic access to buildings and housing for those who are disabled

A Transit Task Force meeting will be held in December.  PACOG wants to know if a transit bill would pass in Pueblo County.  This would involve a major portion of the population. During Tri-Transit Week there will be a push to get folks to ride the bus.

Michelle Sandoval and Pastor Keith A. Colvin, from the Pueblo Wayside Cross Gospel Rescue Mission said that the Community Thanksgiving meal would be held on Thanksgiving Day from 11am to 1:30.  The Coca Cola Caravan will be there featuring Santa Claus at the Pueblo Union Avenue Depot. They could still use volunteers through the evening, but have enough servers for the meal. They are still accepting turkeys for the holiday season.

SCAP according to Andrea Looney continues to be busy.  Requests for financial assistance are increasing. A Lunch and Learn will be held on December 16th  
Marci Reynolds from Cooperative Care Center said she is riding the perfect storm. The cost of food is going up the client load is going up. They are seeing an additional eight families a day. They plan to serve 1700 families with holiday baskets.  They are providing baskets to home bound folks. In their Hugs for Babies Program they have formula and diapers available.  They are asking for no more additional clothing.  They are doing and doing well.

Glendale4 will hold World AIDS Day activities at CSU Pueblo in the Student Center.  A program will be held from 6 to 8pm at CSU on December 1, 2008. Jolene Hausman can be contacted at 546-2365.

II.  Minutes from October:
Accepted as written

III. Continuum of Care:

Pueblo will hold the Point in Time Count on January 29th 2009. There will be an unsheltered count and sheltered count that will be submitted.  A brief training will be held at the January Continuum of Care Meeting on January 20, 2009.  The count will take place from 7:00am January 29th to 7:00am January 30th.  

IV. Farm Worker Issues
Families are finding it nearly impossible to survive and the future looks fairly bleak for those that are in Pueblo without any work.  As reported, Sister Nancy is finding it impossible to keep up requests for food, utility and mortgage help through her agency Centro de Los Pobres.

V. Holiday Blessings Store 

Jolene Hausman gave an update on the store, which will take place on December 20, 2008. 1,000 referral cards will be distributed to the community.  Information in regards to distribution will be attached to an email sent out to the Continuum of Care. Jolene distributed cards to the group at the meeting.

VII. Other Business:

A. ID’s: New information was forward to the Continuum of Care in regards to changes in Colorado Law on documents needed to obtain identification. Homeless clients have already been helped by the new rules.  For more information you can go to the Colorado Legal Services website and go to their ID project link for more information. 

http://www.coloradoidproject.org/.     

B.  No action is planned on any homeless sweeps in Pueblo at this time. The controversy is still alive in Colorado Springs and many homeless people have been impacted there.

C. The Minnequa Motel on Lake Avenue was going to be closed by the Health Department but Posada stepped in and was able to keep the utilities on.  The tenants who live there may continue to be at risk of being evicted as the property has many code violations. Posada staff will work with families to ensure that they have housing.

Next Meeting:

The next Pueblo Continuum of Care meeting will take place on Tuesday, January 20, 2008 at 10:00am in Room 301 at SRDA (230 North Union Avenue in Pueblo, Colorado.)  There will be no meeting in December so that everyone can contribute to the Holiday Blessing Store.

