Pueblo Continuum of Care Meeting
November 15, 2011
SRDA 3rd Floor—230 North Union Avenue, Pueblo CO 81003
Room 301
Nancy Crafton-Facilitator
Dana Tewahade –Recorder

Continuum Members:   Sister Nancy Crafton- Centro de Los Pobres, Anne Stattelman, Dana Tewahade, Ben Strand, LaTanya Yarbrough, Diana Hall -Posada, Kim Baca, Julie Drake, Avanye Renner- Pueblo Community Health Center, Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, Roberta Avalos- Bridges of Mercy, Tammy Torres- Pueblo Department of Social Services, Heather Rider- Pueblo Housing Authority,  Elsa Castillo-Care and Share, Shirley Knaflec - Catholic Charities, Jeane Benfield, George O’Brien, Kristen Castor- American Disability Act Advisory Committee, Mary Hobbs- Pueblo HUD VASH Voucher Program, Arthur Yarbrough- Spanish Peaks Mental Health, Judy Fullbright- Pueblo School District 70, Jill Kidd- Pueblo City Schools, Marcie Reynolds- Cooperative Care Center, Captain Maggie Labauch, Tiffany Whitney- Salvation Army, Fr. Carlos Alvarez- St Paul the Apostle Catholic Church Pueblo West 

I. Updates and Introductions:
Shirley Knaflec of Catholic Charities said they would likely be out of utility assistance by the end of this week or middle of next week for Pueblo County.  They have gone through $50,000 and have had several conversations with DHS. She noted they still have water bill assistance and hope to have rent/mortgage assistance at end of November or beginning of December.  

Kim Baca of Pueblo Community Health Center said they have been a little slower at the Grand Avenue Clinic.  They’ve been giving flu shots and testing for tuberculosis.  Ms. Baca commented the first foot clinic went slow with only patients receiving care. 

Mary Hobbs of the Veterans VASH Voucher program stated they were in the process of trying to lease up 16 veterans with vouchers.  She noted she needed referrals.  LaTanya Yarbrough of Posada noted she could assist by ordering DD214 and get them quickly.  It was also noted the veteran referrals could not be convicted of a sex offense.

Ben Strand of Posada said he had seen several new clients coming off the busses from down south.  He said the Elko family shelter was full.
Captain Maggie Laubach said they’d started Angel tree sign ups about 2 weeks ago.  They will be assisting parents with children 12 and under through the 9th of December.  She also noted they would be delivering Thanksgiving meals in conjunction with Wayside Cross Gospel Mission.  She said the Salvation Army was in need of turkey donations and driver’s to assist with the deliveries.  She commented the Salvation Army’s bell ringing started Friday.  
  
Tiffany Whitney of the Salvation Army said many people had been getting food assistance at the Salvation Army while signing up for Angel Tree Christmas gifts.  She also noted they’d served at lot more people for meals and food in the month of November.  Many of these were new clients utilizing the food pantry. 

Father Carlos Alvarez St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church in Pueblo West said his church recently used a $3,000 monetary donation in six weeks to assist people with for utilities.  He is joining the Continuum of Care to expand his knowledge of the community needs and resources.    

Tammy Torres of Pueblo Department of Social Services Adult Division said LEAP was in full swing.  They  had 3,000 applicants and hadn’t been able to process applications 25 days old yet due to emergency situations.  They planned to hire two more technicians and train them by mid-December.  She noted the rent/utility assistance CSBG money was still being administered.  She noted they had allocated $10,000 of the $100,000.

Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission the women's "overflow" area is up and running.  They’ve had two or three women placed there on several nights.  As far as women's capacity, they’ve had 16 actual bunks in the dorm and estimated they could squeeze 10 - 12 in the chapel (overflow) at max.  
She said they’ve had several situations where people got off the Greyhound Bus late at night with no place to stay.  They’ve housed the women, but had trouble in the beginning getting the men in at the Salvation Army because it was after 10:00.  Ms. Sandoval noted this issue was resolved when she spoke to Captain Harold and he said to just send them down, even after 10:00, with instruction to knock on the door.  Technically they were closing the doors at 10:00, but they will still take people after that if need be. She asked all evening referrals to go the Men’s side of the Mission.  She noted she would speak to the police department about this and referring people to the shelter as there are no services downtown and no staff at the bus station.
	
Ms. Sandoval said they would again have the annual meals at the Depot on Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day as usual.  They would start serving at 11:00am and serve until food ran out or until 2:30, but no one would go away hungry.  She also said the cab company would provide rides home for those that really need it.   

Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de Los Pobres asked for help finding shelter for a farmer worker while he gets radiation.  She is trying to assist a 21-year-old with bone cancer get to LA.  This person needs a consultation and the medication is $5,000 per injection.

Elsa Costillo with Care and Share Cooking Matters said she had a 15 participant class at Praise Assembly and an 11 participant class in Canon City.  She will start another class January-March and is looking forward to working with more agencies and starting new classes.

Diana Hall of Posada said the Youth Outreach Program is going well and reminded all to attend Posada’s Artwork fundraiser on Dec 3rd.  She passed out postcards invitations to all.  

Marcie Reynolds of Cooperative Care Center said they were putting together “Joy sacks” and Thanksgiving baskets.  They put together 2,800 last year and are looking at serving 3,000 households this year.  She shared the “41010 text a turkey” which provides a $10 donation to purchase a turkey.  She noted they were providing a lot of clothing to the community and have a lot of extra coats going to Avondale.  Ms. Reynolds also noted their new building is coming along and is currently being mitigated for asbestos.  They collected 16,000 lbs of food in the new building and are looking forward to moving in when all the work is finished.  They hope to have their grand opening on February 22nd.   She also noted they have some prescription assistance available.


II. Minutes from October 2011: (any corrections/additions) 
No Corrections
III. Continuum of Care: 
Anne Stattelman of Posada said there is no new news in regards to funding and grant updates.  There is however, a lot of information regarding cuts in federal funding.  Please call, text or email your Senators so they can hear from Southern Colorado.  They are currently recommending 70% cuts.  Ms. Stattelman of Posada All grants went into HUD via Esnaps.

Ms. Stattelman asked for Continuum members to take a look at the Homeless Matrix from Cara Cheevers at the Governor’s Office.  Please comment on your ideas for priorities in our area so she can compile them and send them in.

IV. Pueblo Community Health Center Update
Ms. Julie Drake of Pueblo Community Health Center passed out patient guides to Continuum members and explained intakes, indigent cards, CHP, and  presumptive eligibility.  She said they are a full service clinic and offer primary health care for families and children.  They also offer mental health services, on-site pharmacy and laboratory.  They have 13 different sites and school-based wellness sites.  They are currently working hard to whittle down their waiting list for uninsured.  They’ve went down from 2600 to 700. Their goal is to get the wait down to 6-9 months.  They need enough doctors to serve the 23,000 patients. She noted they have a mix of patients with private insurance, Medicaid etc. but all patients have to register yearly. There is no wait for migrant, HIV/AIDs, homeless, children needing care or pregnant women.  They also take people off the hospital list (someone is admitted into the hospital and doesn’t have a PCP).    

She noted a migrant is defined as anyone that is worked in fields one day out of the last two years and is here illegally.  If their children are citizens, they will be on Medicaid and parents can be served under Migrant program.


Ms. Drake noted they will be hiring a coordinator for their HIV/AIDS- Early Intervention Services program.  This special program serves 17 counties in southern Colorado and has  156 patients. She noted there is free HIV testing at any of the sites and all three special population programs (Migrant, Homeless and Early Intervention Services) are federally funded. 

She reminded Continuum Members program enrollment allows clients access to dental pharmacy and mental health services.  This is important as Catholic Charities counseling program closed in October. 

V. Homeless Prevention: 
Anne Stattelman of Posada sent out an e-mail yesterday regarding the Payment Assistant Team for Pueblo Black Hills.  (719-542-2425). It is unclear as to whether this is going to allow payment arrangements.  All those in need of utility assistance should apply for the LEAP and County funds through DSS.
Continuum Members agreed there should still be a plan to develop a community warming shelter for severe weather.

VI. Events:
Thanksgiving Baskets will be provided by a drive through the Boys and Girls Club and High Schools in the community.  The deadline for referrals for a Thanksgiving basket is November 1st. Those in need can call the YWCA main line at 542-6904.  Last year, over 400 were served.  The Wayside Cross Gospel Mission will again host the Thanksgiving dinner at the Union Depot. Ms. Sandoval stated they have an abundance of volunteers and will refer volunteers to the Salvation Army.  She is assuming that service will be provided to the home bound through delivery. 

Holiday toys for families in need will be provided by the Salvation Army (Angel Tree) and Christmas Unlimited (Holiday Blessing Store).  The Holiday Blessing Store will be held at the Lake Avenue Baptist on the 10th and 11th of December.  Elaine Madrid will be coordinating the Store this year.  Those to be served at the Holiday Blessing Store will be Posada clients, Pueblo School counselor referrals and Centro de los Pobres clients.  All three Pueblo Wal-Mart Stores’ toys collections will go to the Holiday Blessing Store to serve Pueblo residents.  

World AIDS Day is being celebrated on Dec 1st, at Christ the King Church and at CSU Pueblo.  They will be offering testing to college students at CSU and then a display and vigil at will take place the Rawlings public library. 

VII. Other Business:
Kristen Castor of Access for All said Medicaid benefits are again in doubt and all community programs are optional.  She noted it would be much more cost effective to serve people in the community rather than in institutions.  Since Hickenlooper has taken over, Medicaid has taken an aggressive stance to appealing a benefits denial.  She noted it would be wise to advise all client to go into their hearings with an advocate.  A March will take place on March 21st.  Please let Ms. Castor know if you have clients who are facing Medicaid cuts.  


The next meeting of the Continuum of Care will take place Tuesday, January 17 , 2012 at 10:00am at SRDA, 230 North Union, in room 301. 


