Pueblo Continuum of Care Meeting

November 16, 2010

SRDA 3rd Floor—230 North Union Avenue, Pueblo CO 81003

Room 301
Sister Nancy Crafton-Facilitator
Dana Tewahade -Recorder
Continuum Members:   Diana Hall, Anne Stattelman, Dana Tewahade, Ben Strand, Jade Thomas, LaTanya Yarbrough and Tiffany Ochoa- Posada, Arthur Yarbrough - Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center, Maria Fox and Kim Baca- Pueblo Community Health Center, Sister Nancy Crafton- Centro de los Pobres, Mary McFarland- Department of Correction/Community Reintegration, Emily Issa-Pueblo City Schools, John Dase & Letitia Dusich - Care and Share,  Title X, Judy Fulbright- Pueblo School District 70, Christina Tigner- Catholic Charities, Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, Patrick Hurley- Southern Colorado Job Seekers, Margaret Reibert- YWCA, Linda Lorraine-Southern Colorado AIDS Project, Captain Maggie Laubach- Salvation Army, Fern Forgie- Cooperative Care Center, Roberta Avalos- Bridges of Mercy, Karen Ashcraft- City/County of Pueblo Emergency Management , Gail Rodosevich- Colorado Legal Services, Rebecca Wasil- PCC Hope Bridge Program, Bianca Hicks- United Way, Levetta Love- Pueblo County Department of Social Services and Ada Rivera-Clark- Pueblo County Health and Human Services.
I.  Updates and Introductions:
Jon Dase of Care and Share said they have are actively working on major food drives, including the “Harvest of Love” and a big turkey drive.  They will have many more activities coming up in December.  Mr. Dase also noted an upcoming event with Texas Roadhouse, to collect canned food.  A food resource sheet was distributed and Mr. Dase stated, the same information could be accessed on their website. 
Leticia Dusich of Care and Share noted they were still expanding their backpack program to 8-9 District 60 schools.  She estimated this program has served around 200 children per week in District 60 and 30 a week in the District 70 schools.
Roberta Avalos of Bridges of Mercy commented that on Saturday, they are going into YOS.
Christina Tigner of Catholic Charities said their Homeless Prevention program has exhausted all of their Board of Waterworks funds.

Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission said the men’s side is full and the women’s side has only a few vacant beds.  She reminded Continuum members of their Thanksgiving Day meal at the Union Depot.  She noted they had plenty of volunteers showing up at 10:00am and they would start serving at 11:00 am.  They will also be serving food on Christmas Day.
Margaret Reibert of the YWCA Crisis Shelter said their transitional program is full and they only have a few beds open in shelter.  She announced the hire of a cook at their facility to serve food and working with clients on nutritional education.
Fern Forgie of Cooperative Care reported they were operating in “Holiday” mode.  They have been serving 70-100 households per day and reaching over 200 individuals per day.  They expect this number to soon increase to 100-120 households per day and reaching over 275 people per day. They are putting together the “Holiday Joy Sacks” to include all the “fixins” for a great Thanksgiving Meal.  She noted Wal-mart is helping with some turkeys, but they are in great need of more turkeys.  They also could use instant mashed potatoes and stuffing.  Another need the organization has is good winter coats.  She asked that these donations be dropped off from 7:00am to 11:00am, Monday thru Friday.
Maria Fox of Pueblo Community Health Center’s Migrant Worker Program stated she was busy with home visits, case management and translation.
Arthur Yarbrough of Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center said he had been pretty steady with new clients.  He also described recent “foot clinic” we help develop at the Salvation Army.  Mr. Yarbrough and staff of Pueblo Community Health Center served 6 clients and felt the clinic went well.  They hope to put on another clinic in the near future for those homeless men and women in need.
Rebecca Wasil of Pueblo Community College’s Hope Bridge Program introduced herself to the Continuum members.  Ms. Wasil explained that this program assists students on parole or probation to achieve academic success at Pueblo Community College.
Anne Stattelman of Posada reported for Laurine Smith and said that right now no new applications are being accepted for Homeless Prevention or HomelRapid Rehousing.  The majority of the HPRP funds have been expended. 
Jade Thomas of Posada is an AmeriCorps volunteer and she will be the contact for homeless youth outreach. The goal of the program is to identify homeless youth in Pueblo County and to quantify those numbers.
Levetta Love of Pueblo County Department of Social Services said they were “gearing up for the holidays”.  She said the Colorado Works Program through Pueblo County  is now serving 1530 families.  Eighteen months ago, the food assistance program served 9,000 households; today is serves 15,000 households. The limited staff is working on 2,800-3,000 re-determination cases every month.  Typically, these have to occur every six months for families and every three months for able-bodied singles.  Ms. Love noted in the last month the call center received 14,000 calls and only had 3 staff to answer phones. She strongly suggested all clients turn in re-determination paperwork as soon as possible. 
Gail Rodosevich of Colorado Legal services said they have still very busy with foreclosures.  The legal clinic went very well last week and they’d like to start having them every month.  They are also going to put on a legal clinic in the County.  She stated they are filming tonight for “Ask A Lawyer” and the topic would be evictions.  After tonight, they will try to be televised live so people can call in or e-mail questions on public access television.
Patrick Hurley of Southern Colorado Job Seekers asked Continuum members to please get the word out for the meetings as attendance has been varied.  He noted they had 85 attendees when VESTAs was the guest speaker, but that additional meetings had smaller numbers in attendance. 

Bianca Hicks of the Pueblo United Way said they are right in the middle of their campaign.  They have been getting a lot of calls regarding Thanksgiving assistance and expect last minute projects for Christmas.  They are also still providing funds for newly unemployed assistance.  These funds are being administered by Posada.

Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de Los Pobres said she has been working on evictions and issues with trailer parks.  With the help of others (including Colorado Legal Services), they are putting together cases to support families who are dealing with unfair housing and landlords.  She shared an account of a family that was living in horrible conditions and being charged for damages that were there upon move-in.  Unfortunately, even though the family took pictures of the property and conditions when they moved in, a judge ruled against the family for damages.  They are working on fighting this ruling.  
LaTanya Yarbrough of Posada commented that case managers are seeing a lot of singles traveling from the Colorado Springs to Pueblo seeking shelter and services.
Kim Baca of Pueblo Community Health Center spoke about their Nurse Family Partnership.  This program is offered for mothers (teens up to age 21), that are pregnant.  The Partnership continues with a family until the child is 2 years old.  The Nurse Family Partnership at PCHC assists a family with diapers, formula, keeping and making appointments, and also provides early childhood education.  For more information, call 543-8711.
Karen Ashcraft of City/County of Pueblo Emergency Management said FEMA just approved their hazard mitigation plan.
Captain Maggie Laubach of the Salvation Army said their warming shelter is now in full swing after plumbing issues were resolved.  This shelter is only for single men.  Captain Laubach also noted they have extended the deadline for sign-up for Angel Tree Gifts until December 3rd.  They will be serving children under 12 years old.  The distribution for gifts will be on December 21st and they expect to serve 550 families.  They will be participating in the “Parade of Lights” and collecting toys at this event.  She said they will be delivering meals on Thanksgiving Day, for disabled, homebound individuals, unable to attend dinner at the Union Depot.  She also mentioned the Salvation Army is still operating the food pantry on Monday and Tuesday, as well as the daily evening meal. 

II. Minutes from October 19, 2010 approved as written.
III. Continuum of Care

a. Point in Time Count- Details and specifics will be provided by email and explained at the January Continuum Meeting 
b. NOFA-went in on November 8th, 
c. RFI-Sent out from Analee Beck
      IV:     TB Issues Testing and Surveillance-
Kim Baca of Pueblo Community Health Center stated they are testing on, Mondays, Tuesdays or Fridays from 8:00am-12:00 noon only.  The testing is limited to these days because it is necessary for the doctor to read the test two days later. Pueblo Community Health Center has continually requested partnership and cooperation from the Pueblo City/County Health Department on this issue.  Michelle Sandoval also noted that as of December 1, 2010, individuals must have been tested for TB in order to stay at the Mission.

     V:      Cold Weather Preparations
As noted above, the Salvation Army is providing the Warming Shelter and Posada is giving out gloves and hats.  Ben Strand of Posada said they could use donations of men’s gloves. 
VI.          Other Business- 
Ben Strand of Posada stated the Pueblo City Police Department Chaplain has a “traveler’s fund” for those stranded in Pueblo.  Captain Maggie added they will provide transportation up to 100 miles from Pueblo and there is a special fund for women in an abusive relationship.
Linda Lorraine of Southern Colorado AIDS Project provided a reminder for The World AIDs Day events on December 1st,  at Pueblo Community College.  Activities will occur from 9:00am-8:00pm.  A flyer will be e-mailed to Continuum members.  Ms. Lorraine asked requested donations of old wax and tuna shaped cans for the candle project she coordinates with volunteers..  

Ada River-Clark of the Pueblo County Health and Human Services said the Homeless Prevention and Rapid Rehousing Program (through Posada and in collaboration with Catholic Charities) has already spent well over 1/3 of the assistance.  She said she doesn’t anticipate receiving more funds for this program.  She also said they have received reinvestment stabilization funds to rehab foreclosed properties and welcomed Continuum members to view the rehab project on East 4th and Hudson.  This project will provide housing for homeless veterans.  
The next meeting of the Continuum of Care will take place, Tuesday, January 18, 2011, at 10:00am on the 3rd Floor of the Joseph Edwards Building 203 North Union Avenue.
