May 17, 2011
SRDA 3rd Floor—230 North Union Avenue, Pueblo CO 81003

Room 301
Sister Nancy Crafton-Facilitator
Dana Tewahade –Recorder
Continuum Members:   Anne Stattelman, Dana Tewahade, Laurine Smith, Ben Strand, LaTanya Yarbrough, Jessica Evig, Jeremy Hernandez, Diana Hall- Posada, Kim Baca - Pueblo Community Health Center, Sister Nancy Crafton- Centro de los Pobres, Emily Issa-Pueblo City Schools, Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, George O’Brien- Access for All, Kristen Castor- Colorado Cross Disabilities Group, Mary Hobbs, Michelle Lapidow- Veterans Administration VASH Voucher Program, Arthur Yarbrough, Christina Collins- American Red Cross, Arthur Yarbrough, Cathy O’Neill-Spanish Peak Mental Health Center, Roberta Avalos- Bridges of Mercy, Patrick Hurley- Southern Colorado Job Seekers, Levetta Love, Tammy Torres- Pueblo Department of Social Services, Judy Fulbright- Pueblo District 70 Schools, Heather Rider- Pueblo Housing Authority, Shirley Knaflec- Catholic Charities, Gail Rodosevich- Colorado Legal Services, Jonna Adamich -Our Lady of the Meadows Peace and Justice, Fern Forgy- Cooperative Care Center, Janet Moore, Roberta Tafoya- Crossroads Turning Points, Becky Mares, Suzanne Ortiz- Care and Share..
I. Updates and Introductions:

Tammy Torres of the Pueblo Department of Social Services said her department was approved for an additional 13 technicians for the Adult Food Programs.  She said they will be filling the positions in 6-8 weeks. 

Levetta Love has resigned from the Pueblo Department of Social Services and has accepted a position of Director for the Colorado Works program.  

Ben Strand of Posada reported seeing a lot of people traveling through Pueblo.  The case managers are seeing transient persons daily.  The case managers expect to see this daily.  
Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de Los Pobres said gas prices are affecting the ability of people in the Avondale area to access the Center. She also noted some new crops were being planted and they were hoping these would create more handpicking jobs for the migrant farm workers.  
Kristen Castor of the Colorado Cross Disabilities Group said they are able to present to organizations on about helping people with disabilities prepare for disasters and emergencies.  
Shirley Knaflec of Catholic Charities said they are at the end of doing utility assistance for gas and electric this week. They may receive additional funds at the end of May.  Water assistance is still available for shut off notices but the limit is $125 toward delinquent bills (no turn-on fees or deposits).  They have changed format of groups that clients attend to be eligible to receive assistance.  They will be requiring clients to participate in a Money Management class.  This class lasts about 2 hours.   Catholic Charities also has two more Love and Logic sessions.  The next one will begin on September 10th 2011.  These classes take place for the first three Saturdays of the month.  It was also mentioned that Catholic Charities has been receiving a lot of calls for transportation assistance and they are unable to assist.  It was also noted the Police Chaplin no longer has gas assistance available.    

Mary Hobbs of the Veterans Administration VASH Voucher Program said all of HUD VASH vouchers are out.  She also introduced her supervisor Michelle Lapidow from the Denver office.
Robert Avalos of Bridges of Mercy reported they will be working with 2 women coming out in June and September.
George O’Brien with Colorado Cross Disability Coalition said he hopes to expand emergency preparation and the emergency contact system is almost ready to go.  He also stated he wants to work with several organizations to help various groups of people.  He noted that there is a 90% reduction in PTSD, when people have been working on emergency planning.
Diana Hall of Posada said the Youth Outreach Program is going well.  Youth (ages 12-21) in need of assistance should be referred to Posada on Tuesdays or Thursdays from 1:00-4:00pm.   She also said the next Posada Art project will be acrylics on canvas.  Posada’s website provides all times/dates/locations for the art projects.  She asked for volunteers to provide and landscaping assistance or supplies to the Elko family shelter.
Fern Forgy of Cooperative Care Center reported a 29% increase in new households during the first quarter.  Clients’ demand for medical prescription assistance continues to increase.  They will be introducing a new summer program for students 5-19 years old.  The program is called Power UP with Nutrition and provides the students with a special Kids Food Sack packed with nutrition.  An article will be in the Chieftain about this program running from June 6th thru September 6th.  It is sponsored by El Pomar, Black Hills Energy, Target and Power Credit Union.  Please call Marcie for more information.
Patrick Hurley of Southern Colorado Job Seekers said he would like to have more attendance at the groups.
Arthur Yarbrough of Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center said they had been fairly busy and it appeared as if a lot of people with serious mental illnesses were moving around.
Kim Baca of Pueblo Community Health Center said the clinic had been staying busy and they are instituting the new TB cards.  It has been a challenge trying to locate people to get converted to new card.
Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission said they are, as usual, full on men’s side.  They are also seeing a lot of people traveling.  They plan to have a Memorial Day Barbeque with a service beginning at 4:00pm and the barbeque following at 5:00pm.   Ms. Sandoval noted the Easter service and lunch went well, serving approximately 70-80 people.  She suspects this event will continue to grow.
Gale Rodosevich of Colorado Legal Services passed out flyers regarding the- Legal Clinic in Avondale.  She noted the Colorado Legal Services website is restructuring daily.  Some new services include live chats and a specific site for Veterans.  She commented the site is very interactive.  Currently, the greatest difficulty is the time-limited access to computers with internet at the library.
Roberta Tafoya of Crossroads Turning Point Detox introduced her co-worker Janet Moore will be attending Continuum.  There has been approximately a 30% increase in detox visits since last year.  She noted these people are new clients.  
Susan Ortiz of Care and Share said they are gearing up for the summer food programs.  Continuum members can get a list of locations and times at summerfoodcolorado.org.  She also noted some schools will be providing free lunches to children ages 1-18.    

Becky Mares with Cooking Matters at Care and Share said she is looking for volunteers to assist with nutrition education, class assisting and shopping.  She handed out flyers to the Continuum Members. 

II.  Minutes for April 2011 were approved as written. 
III. Continuum of Care- no new Federal or Statewide news to report at this time. 

IV. Homeless Prevention
Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de Los Pobres and Anne Stattelman of Posada spoke about the letter that has been drafted and sent to City Council and County Commissioners in regards to Black Hills Energy costs.  Most Continuum members signed the letter. The next step is a meeting with both governing entities.  Kristen Castor suggested that instead of trying to coordinate members at a PACOG meeting- it would be best to meet separately with both groups.  Anne will inform the group as to meeting times.  Members were asked to compile and submit stories about client’s issues with Black Hills. 
V. Pueblo Police
Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, Roberta Tafoya of Crossroads Turning Point and Anne Stattelman and Diana Hall of Posada all reported on their agency’s meeting with Pueblo Police Chief Velez.  All expressed positive interaction and conversation regarding homeless issues.  Ms. Sandoval will be working with Chief Velez on specific language in regards to the Pueblo Police Homeless Policy. If anyone has any suggestions—please submit those to Michelle prior to the June meeting so that a draft document can be ready for the June meeting.  Chief Velez plans to attend the June Continuum meeting to discuss policy and address issues with the group. 
VI. Upcoming Events

LaTanya Yarbrough of Posada asked Continuum Members to attend the Homeless Memorial on the Historic Arkansas Riverwalk on May 31, 2011 at 11:00.  Continuum members were asked for help to set up and serve food for this event.
The Annual Homeless Community Picnic and Take Care Fair (Saturday July 16th) preparations are coming together.  Posada is requesting donations for food, beverages, water, ice and other items as the event will not be catered this year.  Kim Baca of Pueblo Community Health Center and Arthur Yarbrough of Spanish Peaks are both on the committee for this event and can be contacted with questions.
VII. Other Business

No other business at this time.
The next meeting of the Continuum of Care will take place Tuesday, June 21st at 10:00am at SRDA, 230 North Union, in room 301. 

