Pueblo Continuum of Care Meeting

May18, 2009

10:00am

SRDA 3rd Floor-230 North Union Avenue, Pueblo CO 81003

Room 301

Sister Nancy Crafton Facilitator

Members Present:  LaTanya Yarbrough, Dana Tewahade, Barbara Turner, Ben Strand, Anne Stattelman and Charise Vigil- Social Work Intern with CSU Pueblo -Posada, Heather Fulbright-Pueblo Housing Authority, Judy Fulbright- School District 70, Nancy Crafton-Centro de Los Pobres, Kristen Castor-Pueblo Access for All, Jody Carrillo- Pueblo City/County Health Department, Emily Issa- School District 60, Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, Mary McFarland-Department of Corrections Community Re-integration, Arthur Yarbrough- Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center, Margaret Reiber- Pueblo YWCA, Marcie Reynolds- Cooperative Care Center, Rudy Sabedra-Pueblo County Dept. of Housing and Human Services,  Ben Ramos, Aimee Proctor- Pueblo Interfaith Hospitality Network, Levettta Love- Pueblo County Department of Social Services, Thelma Archuletta-Community Volunteer and Cooperative Care Board Member, Kim Baca-Pueblo Community Health Center.

I.  Updates and Introductions

Art Yarbrough of Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center said he and Cathy are still conducting groups at the Soup Kitchen.  During the last few months they’ve been discussing the possibility of hosting a Health Fair where they would provide immediate services to participants.  There are looking at the idea of having the Health Fair in conjunction with the Community picnic next summer.

Margaret Reiber of the YWCA said all their rooms occupied and they have a few top bunks occupied.  She mentioned their current fundraiser was the YWCA Tribute to Women in Pueblo community.  She also spoke of the new advertisements going up at bus shelter stops around town for the hotline.  They YWCA is also working with Pueblo Community College on a training event and a fashion show at the Convention Center on July 10th which focuses on helping the working poor or homeless to help with resumes, etc.

Marcie Reynolds of Cooperative Care Center said the John Elway event was a successful fundraiser.  They are hoping to have a new building in three to five years.  They’ll need to accommodate their growth needs and meet ADA compliance.  Marcie said they have been blessed with lots of food from the community recently and have money for medical prescription assistance and bus passes. Their program “Hugs for Babies” is still operating and is geared for teens who have a child a year or younger.  She reminded members that the participants must visit another agency like Caring Pregnancy Center and they must be in school or getting back into school to get continued services.  

Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission said the men’s side is full and the women’s numbers are down to average.  On June 28th, they will be having their annual summer fundraiser at the Union Depot.  The cost is $7. 

Kim Baca of Pueblo Community Health Center said she is gearing up for “Flu preparedness” and has started stockpiling alcohol wipes and masks for the Grand Avenue Clinic. 

Ben Ramos of Interfaith Hospitality Network stated they are functioning at 50% capacity.  They are finding families are moving from place to place rather than coming in for shelter.  They are having their fundraiser on June 21st. 

Kristen Castor of Pueblo Access for All said on June 15th she would be giving an annual report to City Council.  They are addressing Emergency Preparedness for people with disabilities.  Infrastructure including finding funds to replace sidewalks in older neighborhoods is something she is working on with the City of Pueblo.  

Ben Strand of Posada stated he and other staff are still going out two times a week for outreach.  He noted they have been successful about getting new people in for services.  Anyone interested in volunteering for outreach is encouraged to contact Ben at Posada (719) 545-8776.

Rudy Sabedra of Pueblo County Department of Housing and Human Services said he is continuing working with Regular Community Services Block Grant.  A needs assessment has started between United Way and Community Housing Needs and County and City of Pueblo.  Some agencies may be contacted for information. He noted an Xcel energy rebate grant has been approved.  They are also in the process of working closely with Pueblo Community College to develop a program to stimulate job creation.  Details of the program will be finalized soon.  Rudy also noted the Veteran’s Homeless Stand Down will be held on September 25, 2009.  

Levetta Love of Pueblo County Department of Social Services presented a new Family Service Center Brochure.  She explained the new programs and brought DSS’s new application.  This application works for everything except LEAP and childcare.  She recommended when assisting clients with the application, “Do not check services if you are unsure about what to apply for”, as this slows down the process.  These new applications will be effective June 1st.  Ms. Love also noted they are receiving food assistance stimulus money. They must spend $60,000 by September and are getting additional staff to process applications in a more timely manner.  She also noted childcare assistance is going down and they’ve found that childcare is not meeting their criteria for quality.  She also said they were pleased with the great turnout at the recent teen pregnancy workshop.

Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de Los Pobres shared that Ada Torrez received a grant to help educate Hispanics on breast, colon, and prostate cancer.  She is looking for groups who would be open to having this information presented to them.  She also said Veronica Mendoza received a grant from CDOT to show individuals how to use and properly install car seats.

II.  Minutes from March 2009
There were no corrections to the Minutes for March and they were accepted as written.

III. Continuum of Care

The Nofa for the Continuum of Care has not been released yet.  The process may be very different from previous years.

IV.  Urgent Issues:

a) Showers- Currently, The Wayside Cross Gospel Mission has been providing showers to all clients referred by Posada.  After Memorial Day, the city pools will open and Posada plans on giving those in need of showers a pass to the City Pools so that they can swim and shower for two dollars. 

b) Flu Preparedness- Jody Carrillo of The Pueblo City County Health Department attended the meeting and presented information on ways to handle the possibility of a Flu Pandemic and the complications in working with the homeless population.  She stated they are seeing a lot of influenza A in our community, but in order to be tested for H1N1 a person must meet criteria for the epidemiologist.  She also noted there are only 1,000 test available.  The Pueblo City County Health Department is looking at setting up mass care sites and mass vaccinations for our community in the case of an outbreak.  They do have locations identified but staffing and volunteers seems to be the issue.  She also recommended that each agency make their own plans to protect their staff.

V.  Upcoming Events:

a) Homeless Memorial The Homeless Memorial will be held at Noon on May 26th at the Historic Arkansas River Project.  In case of inclement weather, the event will be held at the Union Depot.

b) Community Picnic Posada is again hosting the Annual Community Picnic on June 27th at Grome Park off of Abriendo Street and between King and Jewell streets.  This year agencies are invited to set up booths to provide information to participants.

VI.  Farm Worker Issues
Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de Los Pobres said deportation continues among the families in Avondale.  She shared the story of a young man who had been in the United States since he was a small child and had graduated from high school in the United States.  He was deported when his employer turned him in after he was injured on the job.  He left his young family behind and is being taken to a country he has never known.


VII.  Other Business:

None discussed.

Next Meeting:

The next Pueblo Continuum of Care meeting will take place on Tuesday, June16, 2009 at 10:00am in Room 301 at SRDA (230 North Union Avenue in Pueblo, Colorado.)  

