Continuum of Care Meeting

May 18, 2010

SRDA 3rd Floor Room 301

Dana Tewahade Recorder

Sister Nancy Crafton-Facilitator

Members Present:  Michelle Sandoval-Wayside Cross Gospel Rescue Mission, Arthur Yarbrough-Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center, John Dase-Care and Share, Roberta Tafoya-Crossroads Turning Point, Mary McFarland-Reintegration, Jade Thomas-Pueblo City County Health Department, Patrick Hurley-Southern Colorado Job Seekers at the First Presbyterian Church, Linda Loraine-Southern Colorado AIDS Project, Leslie Wirpsa-Southern Colorado AIDS Project Ben Strand-Posada, LaTanya Yarbrough-Posada, Emily Issa- Pueblo City Schools, Maria Fox-Pueblo Community Health Center, Marcie Reynolds-Cooperative Care Center, Heather Ryder-Pueblo Housing Authority, Nancy Crafton-Centro de Los Pobres, Anne Stattelman-Posada, Dana Tewahade-Posada, Diana Hall Posada, Laurine Smith- Posada, Clovea Howard-Jordan- CSU Intern with Posada, Kevin Ortiz- Pueblo City/County Housing and Development, and Melissa Torres-Motherless Daughters.  

I. Updates and Introductions:

Maria Fox of Pueblo Community Health Center said she had noticed many of the migrants and farm workers in Avondale being afraid to come into the clinic for services because their new computer system is requiring more information on the patients.
Diana Hall of Posada said she has been looking at funding for homeless youth and hopes Posada can assist this population.
Linda Lorraine and Leslie Wirpsa of Southern Colorado AIDS Project said the current client caseload in Southeastern Colorado is 80.  Linda’s territory covers 25 counties.  Leslie said they are hoping to be able to get their clients federal coverage through the new health care changes. 

Nancy Crafton of Neo Catechumenal Way said they have seen an increase in the number of deportation pick-ups.  Sister Crafton shared the sad story of a young woman recently apprehended even though her paperwork was being processed for a status change.  She was separated from her 3 American-born children.  

Laurine Smith of Posada said she is finally getting through paperwork for the Homeless Prevention and Rapid Rehousing Program.  She noted the United Way funds for recently unemployed were still available  for rent, utility and mortgage assistance to eligible applicants.
LaTanya Yarbrough of Posada noted an increase in clients services due to Salvation Army closing their cold weather shelter.  She also said the Elko family shelter was at full capacity.
Ben Strand of Posada added that he was sheltering 2 families in hotels.  He said Posada in general had been very busy and the staff had a constant flow of walk-ins and phone inquiries for rent assistance.
Mary McFarland of Community Reintegration said she had only one transition house for males without sex offenses.  She noted they had been using expensive hotels for shelter. 

Kevin Ortiz of Pueblo City and County Housing and Development introduced himself to Continuum Members and announces the CDBG application was due June 11th 2010.

John Dase of Pueblo Care and Share said they were very short on food.  They were planning to initiate a campaign to “end summer hunger”.  This campaign involved all Catholic Churches and many other churches in town.  This drive will be held on Father’s Day (June 20th). They will be seeking the following items; Oreos, dry milk, Cheerios, canned fruit, peanut butter and canned tuna.   Mr. Dase also commented that the Mail Carrier food pickup resulted in collecting 23,000 lbs of food.  They will be working a number of campaigns to boost food donations.  Some of these drives will include free children’s State Fair admission with a can of soup (certain day only) and a “Cheerios day” at the Pueblo Zoo.  Bring a box to the zoo, get reduced admission.  He also spoke about using donated soup cans to recreate Fort Pueblo,  and the possibility of New Steel City Artworks donating space to construct a tuna can recreation of the “Leaning Tower of Pisa”.
Melissa Torres of Motherless Daughters introduced herself to the Continuum members.  She attended this meeting to gather information and announce the start-up of a local chapter of Motherless Daughters.  This support group has a chapter established in Denver.  She will forward more information to the group as it progresses.    

Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission said they are currently looking to fill a 10-12 hours a week, Chaplain position. They will also be hosting a “Thanksgiving in June” fundraising dinner on June 13th.  The dinner will cost $7.00 and be held at the Union Depot from 11:00am-2:00pm.  She added the men’s side of the Mission was full and the women’s side numbers were down a bit.
Patrick Hurley of Southern Colorado Job Seekers at the First Presbyterian Church said he is still holding meetings on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month.. 
Heather Ryder of the Pueblo Housing Authority sated the Section 8 waiting list was still at about a 7 year wait.  

Marcie Reynolds of Cooperative Care Center said they were about to  launch a campaign to “Sack Hunger”.  Little Ceasar’s partnered with Cooperative care to give customers a free crazy bread with the donation of a can of soup.  This promotion will be honored from June 1st - July 4th.  She also noted the Cooperative Care Center is looking at a larger location- possibly the old Salvation Army Thrift Store located across the street from the 7-11.  
Roberta Tafoya of Crossroads Turning Point said the detoxification unit was at full capacity.  She also noted there has not been one day with an open bed in the last 3-4 months. She said they are re-assessing clients every 8 hours.  They are doing their best to transition out of detox in order to open up more beds.  Unfortunately, they are regularly turning away people in need.  She said they turned away 15 clients in the last month due to lack of beds.  On a positive note, she did say they did have funding available for women pregnant or not to get them into treatment.  It was brought to the Continuum’s attention that IV drug use is on the rise in Pueblo. 

II. Minutes from April 2010.  The Minutes from April 15, 2010 were approved as read.
III. Continuum of Care:

a) Super NOFA has been released.
IV.  Events

    a)  Take Care Fair and Annual Community Picnic June 26, 2010-Arthur Yarbrough reported that things  are going well and their hasn’t been much change in information since the last meeting. Again, the event will take place at Grome Park off Abriendo Avenue—cross street Jewell.  All are welcome and there will be great activities for children included in the day.  Please see the Event Calendar on Posada’s website for more information: www.posadapueblo.org.
  b) The Homeless Memorial will take place June 1st at 12:00noon at the Boettcher Education Center at the River Walk.  8 clients will be recognized.  If anyone has a name of someone to be remembered-please get that information to LaTanya Yarbrough at Posada at 545-8776.

VI. Other Business

a) None at this time
The next meeting of the Pueblo Continuum of Care will take place on Tuesday July 20th on the third floor of SRDA, 230 North Union Avenue at 10:00am—for additions to the agenda please email anne@posadapueblo.org.  Thank you

