March 15, 2011
SRDA 3rd Floor—230 North Union Avenue, Pueblo CO 81003

Room 301
Sister Nancy Crafton-Facilitator
Dana Tewahade -Recorder
Continuum Members:   Diana Hall, Anne Stattelman, Dana Tewahade, Laurine Smith, Ben Strand, LaTanya Yarbrough, Tiffany Ochoa, Rick Ramos- Posada, Maria Fox, Kim Baca - Pueblo Community Health Center, Sister Nancy Crafton- Centro de los Pobres, Mary McFarland- Department of Correction/Community Reintegration, Emily Issa-Pueblo City Schools, Judy Fulbright- Pueblo School District 70,  Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, Margaret Reiber- YWCA,  Roberta Avalos- Bridges of Mercy, Becky Mares- Care and Share, George O’Brien- Access for All, Kristen Castor- Colorado Cross Disabilities Group, Heather Rider- Pueblo Housing Authority, Sara Cardinal, Tammy Torres- Pueblo County Department of Social Services, Gail Rodosevich- Colorado Legal Services, Claudia Stubenrauch,, Kenna Lawson-King of Kings Lutheran Church, Shirley Knaflec- Catholic Charities, Sarah Ruybalid- Pueblo City/County Health Department, Mary Hobbs- Veterans Administration VASH Voucher Program and Arthur Yarbrough, Cathy O’Neill-Spanish Peak Mental Health Center.
I. Updates and Introductions:

Diana Hall of Posada said they are getting ready for a series of homeless art projects.  They are attempting to collaborate with local artists in town to conduct art workshops for homeless persons.  The dates and type of art at each workshop are listed on the website.  The first workshop will be collages on March 29th.  If enough artwork is completed, Posada plans to have an art exhibit fundraiser.  
Roberta Avalos of Bridges of Mercy said they have two mentors traveling to Denver for further training.   She said they “have a lot of women in the program now”.  

Laurine Smith of Posada’s HPRP program said they are nearly out of money and are working on finishing up with their current caseload.
Shirley Knaflec of Catholic Charities said they are out of funds for rent, mortgage and utilities with the exception of water assistance.  The applicant must have a shut off or already be shut off.  Only $250 can be applied to the bill.  Ms. Knaflec said they have not had any new Emergency Food and Shelter Program monies and are hoping the government will give money for rent and mortgage.  The month of May will be the next time they will have funds for gas and electric. Ms Knaflec noted the clinical staff at Chatolic Charities is continuing to do parenting classes.  The next Love and Logic classes will be held in May.
Kenna Lawson of King of Kings Lutheran Church introduced herself to the Continuum members.
LaTanya Yarbrough of Posada said they remain busy providing services to homeless clients and they do have family shelter openings at Elko.
Margaret Reiber of the YWCA said all of the shelter rooms are occupied, but some beds are available.  Yesterday, they were very busy.  She also said the YWCA still has funding for co-pays for prescriptions.  
Roberta Tafoya from Crossroads Detox said they had a brief slow-down in the last week but are getting busy again.  They still have treatment available for women with children or pregnant women.  This is for women who do not have financial means and funding is available.  
Sarah Cardinal of Pueblo Department of Social Services introduced herself to the Continuum members.  Ms. Cardinal supervises the LEAP program.  She noted that LEAP ends on April 30th.  Ms. Cardinal stated although they have had a 20% funding reduction, the numbers of applications are up.  Luckily, applications are being processed as they come in.  She encouraged staff to have clients apply ASAP.  She also said if a client has a shut off notice, they can be assisted right away.   Also, there is a Crisis Intervention Program for those with a furnace issue.  SIP is available year-round to fix furnaces and it also encompasses weatherization.  

It was also noted that Ms. Cardinal was assisting clients with an ID waiver.  She asked that case managers needing assistance contact her on behalf of a client. Her number is 583-6188.  This number is not to be given to clients.
Michelle Sandoval of Wayside Cross Gospel Mission said there was “nothing new” at the shelter.  They are full on the men’s side.  She noted that some organization had called because client’s reported the Mission being full on the women’s side, but this is untrue. She believes the Salvation Army’s warming shelter will be open until March 25th.  Ms. Sandoval also reminded Continuum Members about their Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser on Sunday, March 27th from 11:00am-2:00pm.  

Sister Nancy of Centro de los Pobres reported the availability for 10 low-income , hearing-impaired hearing clients to be fitted for hearing aids.  This service can be for adults or children.  Those knowing someone in need can contact, Roxanne Mercy 719-924-1623.
Sarah Ruybalid of the Pueblo City County Health Department said they are providing family planning on a sliding scale fee.  They also have funding to do 20 free tubal ligations and vasectomies.  This funding does run out in June.  The WIC program opened a new office in Pueblo West on January 30th.  They also have Immunizations free for children and on a sliding scale fee for adult patients.  Vaccines include pneumonia and asthma.  Ms. Ruybalid said they hired a new cardio vascular screener to screen clients between now and June 30th.   This screening process helps lower the risk of having a cardiac event within the next 10 years.  Ms. Ruybalid also noted they were still trying to recruit teens that are sexually active to be in focus group.  She passed out flyers to the group.  
Ben Strand of Posada said they will be having a picture day a for families with children staying at shelter in the YWCA and at Posada’s Elko Shelter.  The pictures will be taken on Saturday, April 2nd in the Community Room  at Elko.
Dana Tewahade of Posada reported on the success of the Youth Outreach program.  She said they are currently working with 12 different youth that are in shelter or coach surfing.  She encouraged Continuum Members to view the 20/20 news clip link on Posada’s website to gain an understand of  this issue.  
Kristen Castor of the Colorado Cross Disability Group said they are having their regular meeting today at the Barkman Library from 11am-2:00pm.  They will discussing the current bill going through legislation regarding tightening identification requirements.  Ms. Castor said many people are unaware of how this process may put a lot of people with disabilities in jeopardy of losing benefits such as Medicaid.  

Gale Rodosevich of Colorado Legal Services said she has been very busy with the pro-bono work and now has 41 attorneys doing 50 hours.  She reminded Continuum members clients needing legal assistance with SSI claim must have been denied and in the appeal process to get help.  Ms. Rodosevich said the bankruptcy and divorce cases are ongoing.  They now have attorneys that can review records and determine who is eligible for having juvenile records sealed.  By reviewing records, attorneys can tell clients if they are a candidate by statutes and can get waivers.  The next Legal Clinic will be held at Hope for Children at Midtown on April 7th from 6:00-8:00pm.  They will be filming “Ask an Attorney” on April 5th and the topic will be “DUI”.
Ms. Rodosevich also clarified that those being referred to Colorado Legal Services should request pro-bono services.  
Becky Mares with Cooking Matters Program said they have started a class at Boys and Girls Club in Colorado Springs.  They just received $ 85,00 from El Pomar foundation and have a new CEO of Care and Share.
Claudia Stubenmach of King of Kings Lutheran Church said they are continuing projects from last year.  They have continued with the toy-making, working with the children’s advocacy center and women’s shelter to supplying them with clothing and quilts. Their next project will be working on collecting diapers and wipes.
II. Minutes

Minutes from February 15, 2011 were approved with two corrections.  Under “Updates and Introductions” the following read, “Becky Meyers of the Cooking Matters Class with Care and Share is also focusing on ending childhood hunger” and was changed to “Becky Mares works with Share Our Strength’s Cooking Matters™ program. Cooking Matters has partnered with the Care and Share Food Bank to end childhood hunger in Pueblo and El Paso counties.”  Also under
TB and Cold Weather Issues, the following read, “Maria Fox said that in the future she could be contacted when these issues come up” and was changed to “Maria Fox said that in the future if a person is a Pueblo Community Health Center patient, they could be referred to the clinic triage nurses”.  
III. Continuum of Care

There is no new information in regards to the HEARTH ACT

Mr. Gary Sanford of the Governor’s Office is interested in  seeing an increase in capacity and maximization of resources for addressing homelessness in Colorado and will be asking for input from around the  State of Colorado. 
IV. TB and Cold Weather Issues

Ms. Kim Baca of Pueblo Community Health Department said there will be a meeting regarding TB issues with Pueblo/City County Health department today.  Pueblo Community Health Center, Posada and Spanish Peaks staff will all bell attending this meeting.
The Salvation Army is still conducting the Cold Weather shelter.  It is thought that they will be able to host the shelter until the 25th of March, but this needs to be verified.  
V. Need for Community Warming/Cooling Shelter

Anne Stattelman of Posada proposed the idea of taking to community leaders like City Council members and County Commissioners about the need for Community Heating and Cooling Centers.  Ms. Stattelman said this is real need because so many Puebloans cannot afford their utility bills.  The Black Hills deposits and re-connect fees are extremely high.  Sarah Cardinal of Pueblo Department of Social Services spoke of the Electric Diversion from DHS.  She noted this is the last year the program will be available.  The program allows for half of the LEAP payment to go toward electric and half toward the gas bill.  The utility company also has enter an agreement to postpone any shut off for 60 days.  Clients must be receiving LEAP and be in shut off status.  Shirley Knaflec of Catholic Charities noted that when a client closes their account,       Catholic Charities gets deposits back if they paid it for the client.  Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission agreed this has been a problem as she had two elderly women staying at the Mission all winter because they were unable to afford utilities.  

VI. Veterans Services Report
Mary Hobbs of the HUD VASH Voucher program spoke about the teleconference meeting she attended with Anne Stattelman of Posada.  They discussed homeless veterans and where they should be in the next 5 years.  Ms. Hobbs explained that the Pueblo community had good connections with the VA.  It was noted getting people housed wasn’t a problem, but helping them with employment was a challenge.  She noted Job Coaches can be provided by VA.  The lack of transportation for contract jobs to Ft. Carson was also a concern.  Kristen Castor of the Colorado Cross Disability Group said Pueblo Transit has been very active thru ADA committee and suggested speaking to the Regional Transportation Authority.  Another concern was the inability of dishonorably discharged Veterans to obtain any benefits other than a VA home loan.  Ms. Hobbs also said Veterans must have 2 years of military service to receive health benefits.  Mary has utilized almost all of the 35 HUD VASH housing vouchers; 4 are in process. The vouchers are not portable.  
VII. Upcoming Events

LaTanya Yarbrough of Posada said the Homeless Memorial will be held the Tuesday, May 31st,the day after Memorial Day.
The Annual Community Picnic will be held on Saturday, July 16th at Grome Park.  In addition to the picnic, there will be the Take Care Fair.  Arthur Yarbrough of Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center stated they have started contacting service providers to participate in this part of the event.  He noted they hope to have more services available this summer.  Continuum members suggested Abba Eyecare and Comfort Dental on Pueblo Boulevard may be willing to participate.    

VIII. Other Business

Pueblo Community Health Center, Spanish Peak and Posada will be hosting a Foot Clinic today at Posada at 2:00pm.  They had 8 people participate in the clinic last month.    

Updates about Emergency Food and Shelter Program.  

Follow up from Sister Nancy’s client- who had frostbite and amputation, talked about having an advocate available on weekends and evenings for those in need.
The next meeting of the Continuum of Care will take place Tuesday, April 19th at 10:00am at SRDA, 230 North Union, in room 301. 

