Pueblo Continuum of Care Meeting

March 17, 2009

10:00am

SRDA 3rd Floor-230 North Union Avenue, Pueblo CO 81003

Room 301

Sister Nancy Crafton Facilitator

Dana Tewahade-Recorder

Members Present:  Jolene Hausman-Glendale4, LaTanya Yarbrough, Dana Tewahade, Barbara Turner, Ben Strand, Anne Stattelman and Melody Long- Social Work Intern with CSU Pueblo -Posada, Heather Fulbright-Pueblo Housing Authority, Nancy Crafton-Centro de Los Pobres, Gail Rodosevich-Colorado Legal Services, Shirley A Knafelc-Catholic Charities, Kristen Castor-Pueblo Access for All, Levetta Love- Pueblo County Department of Social Services, Jonna Adamich- Our Lady of the Meadows Peace and Justice, Emily Issa- School District 60, Teri Lawrence and Roberta Tafoya- Crossroads Turning Point, and Ben Ramos and Aimee Proctor- Pueblo Area Interfaith Hospitality Network.
I. Updates and Introductions:
Roberta Tafoya of Crossroads Turning Point said ”business is booming” and they have been at capacity for several days in a row.  She also talked about getting overflow from CO Springs (because their detoxification unit no longer exists.)  She also said they have had a lot of self-referrals from El Paso County Area.  She admitted it had been very hectic and there had been no funding to get males or females into the unit.  They are still finding after residents are released, many, especially homeless are returning after about a 4-5 hour period.  The lack of funding has made it difficult for clients with major mental

health issues to get their needs met including help with medication.  On a brighter note, they will soon have a therapeutic program for men as well as women.  This program will begin on April 1, 2009.  Terry Lawrence of Crossroads Turning Point is new to the detoxification unit and new to Continuum Meetings.  Welcome Terry.

Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, said the number of women in the shelter is rather low, but the men’s side has been full.  They have at least 10 beds open for females.  She also noted their fundraiser went fairly well and it is a good start for future events.

Shirley Knaflec from Catholic Charities said in March Catholic Charities will be taking over the entire building where they are currently operating.  She said they are now,  in middle of rent and mortgage assistance.  Although they are still receiving an incredible number of requests for utility assistance, they will not have funding until May.  She also noted, Bright Beginnings has been very busy due to number of births in Pueblo recently.  There is a small waiting list for counseling services and they still operating the family empowerment program and the La Familia Program. 

Heather Fulbright from the Pueblo Housing Authority attended her first Continuum Meeting. Welcome, Heather.  

Barbara Turner of Posada said shelter has been busy and she has one or two openings at the Elko family shelter.

Levetta Love from Pueblo County Department of Social Services brought a brochure to share regarding their restructure.  She stated the diversion grant has no cap and that there are  new options for TANF and the Colorado Works Program.  She also said their will be an increase in food stamps for clients. She stated that any DSS worker could be e-mailed by using the following format: first.lastname@dss.co.pueblo.co.us   Levetta mentioned that next week the agency will be celebrating  FAME (Food Assistance Medicaid Excellence) because Pueblo  DSS is being recognized by the State for accuracy and timeliness of processing emergency food stamps.

Jonna Adamich from Our Lady of the Meadows Peace and Justice said her group continues to try to educate the community by getting them involved in donating time and goods to community needs

Amy Proctor of Pueblo Area Interfaith Hospitality Network is a new Vista volunteer for the organization.  Welcome Amy.

Ben Ramos of Pueblo Area Interfaith Hospitality Network said they currently have two vacancies for families with children.  Previously, they’d been running at full capacity for the last couple of months. He also noted they have also seen increase in the length of stay for the families.

Ben Strand of Posada noted case manager had being conducting outreach 2 times a week.  In addition to finding new clients, they had been visiting businesses to share information about Posada’s services. 

LaTanya Yarbrough of Posada agreed they had been busy with outreach and been busy seeing new people.  She noted a lot of clients were reporting they were camping out and the outreach workers have handed out the last of the MREs (meals ready to eat).  She also noted a rise in transient “train riders”.

Gail Rodosevich from Colorado Legal Services thanked everyone who helped put together focus groups for CO Legal Services.  Domestic Violence issues and  Social Security for Elder were two areas that need increased attention.  She said, landlord-tenant issues and single men, women and grandparents needing help with custody issues, also surfaced.  The employment issues pertained to “being paid less then minimum wage and fear of reporting workers comp violations”  In addition, there were issues in regards to inmates being paroled without any discharge planning, immigration and residency status, and issues with law enforcement, and bonding issues.  She said they would like to put together panels for SSDI, bankruptcy cases and a family law program.  She is working with Judges Maes to move cases through to have uncontested cases go to mediation.  Some retired attorneys are coming back to work with Gale to help fill some of the gaps.  She has asked if Continuum members could inform any retired attorney or paralegal about the need. She also emphasized providers to refer clients to “pro-bono” services at CO Legal Services.  Gail also said they are working to make the phone system bilingual and accessible to those who have hearing impairments.  She noted the organization would also have pro-bono applications available on line soon.  

Kristen Castor from Pueblo Access for All said she is having a support group on the first Monday of the month from 2:00-4:00 pm for anyone with disability. The group is being held at the Barkman Library.  Volunteers are still needed to attend ADA committee meetings.  She also mentioned she has been sending out legislative updates on Consumer Directed Attendant Services.

II. The February Minutes
Minutes from February’s Meeting were approved with one correction made via e-mail from Margaret Reiber of the YWCA.  She wrote that “at the Top of page 2, the 3rd line should read showers at the YMCA”, rather than the YWCA.
III.  Continuum of Care 

Anne Stattelman of Posada shared the good news of Posada's three federal grants being renewed.

IV. Farm Worker Issues

 Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de los Pobres said they have had involuntary deportations and this is leaving families in very difficult situations.  These people  will probably be back with bond money to pay coyotes to get them back over the border.  She noted that planting had begun, but many of the once labor intensive crops are being converted to machine-harvesting crops.  Currently, the Center is seeing 320 families a week and they are getting some help from Target with donations of food. Los Pobres has a definite need for clothing  they have had 95 children born this year and infant clothing, diapers, bottles etc…are always needed.  Donations can be dropped of on Monday, Wednesday and Friday until noon.
V.  CO Legal Services Focus Groups-(Debrief)- 

Gail Rodosevich from Colorado Legal Services (See Updates above).

VI. Black Hills Energy- a big thank you  to Judy Fulbright for forwarding the February minutes to Kenny Romero from Black Hill’s Energy. Because of her efforts Kenny outreached to the Continuum of Care group and a  meeting is scheduled to discuss the low-income energy needs of those in the Pueblo community.  Anne Stattelman of Posada Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de los Pobres and Shirley Knaflec of Catholic Charities will be meeting with Kenny and will bring their findings to the April meeting.   
VI.  Shelter Needs 

Posada staff brought up concerns regarding showers while the YMCA is closed for relocation.  They asked the group for suggestions and ideas about where they could send clients to showers during this period as well as another long-term location.  The new location of the YMCA is far from the downtown area and Posada will have to provide transportation for clients. There were a lot of good ideas shared including using the pools this summer for showers.  

VIII.  Tax Help  

Jolene Hausman of Glendale4 will still be available to prepare taxes for clients.  These appointments can be scheduled at Posada.  Please call her for available times (719) 546-2365.

IX.  Other Business

Pueblo Community Health Center’s Homeless Clinic and Spanish Peaks will be conducting a mini Health Fair at the Pueblo Soup Kitchen.  There is discussion about having another health fair in conjunction with an event like the Annual Community Picnic in June.  Anne Stattelman of Posada suggested outreach or a health fair in conjunction with the night of “free rides for children” at the City Park.

Julie Fulbright of the Pueblo Housing Authority noted a Safety Fair will be held in  June at the Sangre de Cristo Projects of Housing Authority.

Next Meeting:

The next Pueblo Continuum of Care meeting will take place on Tuesday, April 21, 2009 at 10:00am in Room 301 at SRDA (230 North Union Avenue in Pueblo, Colorado.)  
