Continuum of Care Meeting

March 15, 2010

10:00am 
SRDA 30 North Union Avenue

Continuum Members:  Maria Fox- Pueblo Community Health Center, Anne Stattelman, Dana Tewahade, Ben Strand, LaTanya Yarbrough, Laurine Smith, Diana Hall- Posada, Cathy O’Neil and Arthur Yarbrough- Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center, Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, Patrick Hurley- First Presbyterian Church, Levetta Love- Pueblo Department of Social Services, Marcie Reynolds- Cooperative Care Center, Emily Issa- Pueblo City School District 60, Jill Kidd-Pueblo City Schools, Jonna Adamich- Our Lady of the Meadows Peace and Justice, Lee Anne Van Dell- Health Fair Committee & Community Volunteer, Heather Rider- Pueblo Housing Authority, Gale Rodosevich- Colorado Legal Services, Linda Fuentes- Fresh Start Clothing Ministry, Gary Sandord- Colorado Council on Homelessness, Rick Hanger- DOLA/Department of Housing, Roberta Avalos- Bridges of Mercy, Linda Lorraine- Southern Colorado AIDS Project, Roberta Tafoya- Crossroads Managed Care, Mary McFarland- Parole and Community Reintegration and Dannette Flickinger- Care and Share Jeanie Benfil of Pueblo Access for All.

I. Updates and Introductions

Linda Fuentes of Fresh Start Clothing stated they are currently “ in between” locations but have still been able to help people with clothing referrals from Posada and YWCA.  Please call her for client emergency assistance.
Roberta Tafoya of Crossroads Turning Point said February had 145 admissions into detox.  She noted these numbers consisted of many homeless individuals.  At the time of this meeting, 5 of these homeless individuals came from Colorado Springs. This was in addition to the 10 individuals from Colorado Springs last month.  Ms. Tafoya also spoke about a meeting held last week with AMR (American Medical Response) .  AMR is looking at options (other than using the ambulance) to provide transports to Detox.  They are going to start using a van which would cost $55 per transport vs. the regular ambulance fee.  Ms. Tafoya stated she would provide the Continuum Members with a phone number.
Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission state the census workers would be at the Mission at 5:30pm, on Tuesday, March 30th.  Ms. Sandoval also said the Mission would be providing a Easter service followed by a brunch at the Mission.  She also mentioned that the homeless camps have been deemed dangerous and census workers would not be going out to camps to conduct counts.
Roberta Avalos of Bridges of Mercy said she will be mentoring female ex-inmates out of Denver and La Vista.  

Rick Hanger of the Colorado Division of Housing shared that a lot is happening at the State level and many changes will be occurring in the future.
Patrick Hurley of Southern Colorado Job Seekers  had their first meeting with 72 individuals in attendance.  At the second meeting however, the turnout dropped to 12.  They had a presenter speak on “how to network”.  On the evening of this meeting, they planned to have the Vice President of Parkview speak.  Again, the meetings will be held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday at First Presbyterian Church.
Levetta Love of Pueblo Department of Social Services said the food assistance program had 4 additional temps, but their last day was Friday.  She noted they currently have six vacancies and processing is getting to be a challenge.  They are in the process of hiring; however, it takes 8 weeks to train for these positions.  They are hoping to get additional funding to hire more temps.  The food stamp re-certifications are difficult.  In an effort to make the process move along, she asked Continuum members to encourage clients to get paperwork turned in on time or earlier than the last couple days before it is due.  Unfortunately, they are still looking at PEAK (computerized system) coming and this will likely slow the process.

Jeanie Benefil of Pueblo Access for all stated she is interested in volunteering with Health Fair.
Lee Anne Van Dell said she has been working on the Health Fair and trying to arrange cosmetology and massage services. 
Marcie Reynolds of Cooperative Care Center said food and clothing distribution is going well.  Like other agencies, they are also seeing an increase in single fathers needing assistance.  Ms. Reynolds also said they continue to see an increase in senior citizens taking care of grandchildren and needing help with items toward the end of the month.  Fortunately, a private donor came through and provided funds to continue prescription assistance. In January and February of 2010 their organization has assisted 81 homeless people.  This is a significant increase from last year when they average 22 homeless people each month.  
Gary Sanford of the Governer’s Office, Colorado Community Interagency Council on Homelessness introduced himself to the Continuum group.  He just started with this position in November.  He is very interested in hearing from those of us providing direct services to the homeless.  He hopes to provide the policy makers with timely, accurate information on homeless issues.
Anne Stattelman of Posada spoke about the Fred Martinez film called “Two Spirits” to be shown on April 13th at 6:30pm at the Hasan School of Business Auditorium at SCU Pueblo and on April 16th at the InfoZone at 7:30pm at the Rawlings Library. 
Heather Rider of Pueblo Housing Authority said the current waiting list for Section 8 is about 7 years out, but the elderly waiting list is not as long as the other.  She also said the Housing Authority is looking at demolishing Sangre de Cristo apartments to rebuild.
Gail Rodosevich of Colorado Legal Services shared more information regarding the two upcoming clinics on Consumer Issues and Elder Law to expand services.  She passed out flyers for these seminars and another on a Neighborhood Legal Clinic to be held on March 25th from 6-8pm.  She also noted they will be hosting an intern from Notre Dame for 10 weeks in the summer.  

II. Minutes from February:  Approved and accepted as read.
III. Continuum of Care-Nothing to report at this time.  
IV. TANF/HPRP Funds: Anne Stattelman of Posada said they have started taking applications for the TANF/HPRP program.  This program is similar to the HPRP program already established.  In order to be eligible for the TANF/HPRP program, applicants must:  be a U.S. Citizen/Permanent Resident of the U.S./be able to verify lawful presence; have a family income of less than $75,000; be caring for a child under the age of 18 in the household AND be literally homeless or at imminent risk of becoming homeless.  These funds can be used to help the families pay rent, utilities, moving costs and hotel/motel as shelter if no other shelter is available.  These funds must be spent by June 2010.
V. Colorado Springs Homeless Camper Issues: Anne Stattelman of Posada has been in touch with Bob Holmes in Colorado Springs to let him know about the increase of homeless in Pueblo due to the “clean-up” of the Fountain River.  The Salvation Army of Pueblo now has money for warming shelter through April. Despite reports of camps being cleared, at least 1/3 of the camps are still up.  Some homeless people are being provided six weeks of shelter at Express Inn in Colorado Springs.  As mentioned above, agencies in Pueblo are seeing a lot of new faces in the camps.  These agencies are asked to track these changes so the information can be reported to funders like El Pomar.
VI. Colorado Community Interagency Council on Homelessness- Gary Sanford said his background is with homeless and runaway youth and that he was involved in starting Urban Peak in Denver.  This  Council has been appointed by governor to advise about homeless issues.  The Council wishes to help people in public understand homelessness as a significant issue.  The Council also wants the public and policy makers to understand how we can provide a safety net and how the current resources are strained.  They are interested in helping make resources flow better and getting State Departments to cooperate.  He asked for Continuum members to e-mail him and let him know about challenges and issues so he can provide a direct loop from the community.  He encouraged providing good examples and suggestions about issues.  He listed the following as priorities and challenges: benefits acquisition, homeless trends, homeless being discharged from institutions, young single parents, homeless families and recognizing homelessness as a rural issue..

VII. Jill Kidd, the District 60 Title X Representative introduced herself to the Continuum group.  She said they have seen an increase of 250 increase of homeless students from the previous year.  She said they are providing free and reduced lunches to 76% (previously 62%).  They have received a $10,000 grant to do a weekend food backpack program at Bradford and Baca Elementary.  This program provides two days worth of food to students identified.  They will be looking for community volunteers to provide and assemble the food.  Ms. Kidd also reported that Spann Elementary is being provided funding to keep kids in their school.  They are also looking at coordinating a summer education program to provide breakfast, lunch, education and activities to enrich the children’s lives.  The Lieutenant Governor’s office is going to try to increase summer lunch programs and provide better breakfasts.
VIII. Events:

The Health Fair, now named “Take Care Fair”, will be held at the next Community Picnic on June 26, 2010.  Along with the number of other services being provided, the committee members asked for volunteers to provide “Ask a doctor” and “Ask a Lawyer” services.  It was noted that Pueblo Community Health Center won’t be able to provide HIV testing.  The group is still trying to figure out how to get  warm water for some of these services.  The attendance is expected to exceed last year’s 500 people.
The School Supply Give Away and T-Shirt Swap are being organized by Posada with the assistance of  Christmas Unlimited and Bob Holmes of Colorado Springs.  The hope is to organize this event in the same fashion as the Holiday Blessing Store.   The details and organization needs to occur this Spring so teachers and counselors can get the information out before students are dismissed for the summer.  Presently, no date has been set.  The event will likely be a Saturday through Wednesday giveaway.  
IX. Other Business:  Homeless Memorial will be held on  June 1st.  As of this meeting, 7 names have been recorded.  It is likely, this event will again be held at the Union Depot.  
The next meeting of the Continuum of Care will take place, Tuesday, April 20, 2010, on the 3rd Floor of the Joseph Edwards Building 203 North Union Avenue.
