June 21, 2011
SRDA 3rd Floor—230 North Union Avenue, Pueblo CO 81003
Room 301
Sister Nancy Crafton-Facilitator
Dana Tewahade –Recorder

Continuum Members:   Anne Stattelman, Dana Tewahade, Laurine Smith, Ben Strand, LaTanya Yarbrough, Jessica Evig, Jeremy Hernandez- Posada, Kim Baca - Pueblo Community Health Center, Sister Nancy Crafton, Sam DeRosa, Ivan Ley- Centro de los Pobres, Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, George O’Brien- Access for All, Kristen Castor- Colorado Cross Disabilities Group,  Arthur Yarbrough, Cathy O’Neill-Spanish Peak Mental Health Center, Roberta Avalos- Bridges of Mercy, Tammy Torres- Pueblo Department of Social Services, Heather Rider- Pueblo Housing Authority, Gail Rodosevich- Colorado Legal Services,  Marcie Reynolds- Cooperative Care Center, Roberta Tafoya- Crossroads Turning Points, Sandy Daff- Pueblo Human Relations Committee, Claudia Stubenmauch- King of Kings Lutheran Church, Chief Luis Velez- Pueblo Police Department, Tina Lay- Salvation Army, Richard Adams, Art Pacheco, LaFonna Pacheco- Fire for the Nations, Karen Ashcraft- City/County of Pueblo Emergency Management, Margaret Reiber- Pueblo YWCA, Thelma Archuletta- Migrant HeadStart Program. 
 
I. Updates and Introductions:

Kim Baca Pueblo Community Health Center said they had been busy updating Tuberculosis shelter cards.

Heather Rider of the Pueblo Housing Authority announced they did not get the HOPE 6 grant and the Sangre de Cristo housing project will not be demolished and rebuilt with this money.  It was noted  other sources are being sought to get this project accomplished.

Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de Los Pobres said they have had difficulties with the legal system.  Recently a mother was sentenced to 5 years of imprisonment for failing to call 911 for a previous injury to a child.  The Legal Clinics presented by Colorado Legal Services are going well.  Sister Crafton noted the numbers of migrant farm workers are down that come to her center because many are unable to afford gasoline to travel to the center.  She noted an increase in deportations. 

Ben Strand of Posada said they are seeing several hitchhikers and train riders going through Pueblo.  He noted the family shelter is full and another sexually violent predator is being released to the streets and will be considered homeless.

Roberta Tafoya of Crossroads Turning Points said  the detox unit remains full and the staff is having a very difficult time keeping up with referrals. She commented that even  Parkview Hospital is fighting for  beds at detox.  Ms. Tafoya said Crossroads has been able to open up apartments for women who complete a 30 day program.  This Sober house has 4 beds to hopefully curb relapses in these women who otherwise might be homeless.  Currently there is only one bed available.  Ms. Tafoya said she is also working on a substance abuse treatment project aimed at serving veterans.   Several Continuum group members suggested serving dishonorably discharged veterans.  This is a huge need in Pueblo.   Honorably discharged Veterans are able to attain services through the V.A.

Tammy Torres of Pueblo Department of Social Service said case workers have been approved for overtime for processing food assistance only re-certifications.  Continuum members spoke about issues related to workers misplacing client paperwork.  

Chief Velez of the Pueblo Police Department introduced himself to Continuum members and noted that it was the decision of the City Manager as to how long he will stay.  Chief Velez said he has had several conversations with different organizations who work with people who are homeless. He is very supportive of working collaboratively on a homeless policy for the Pueblo Police Department. He said he wants the Pueblo Police to be very involved in the community in a positive way.  He stated he has a desire for the Police to be viewed as a service organization more than anything else.  He admitted the need to change the current police culture.  He noted he is open to working with the Human Relations Committee to talk about use of force policy and the complaint process.

The Continuum members repeatedly expressed to Chief Velez the need for a Homeless Community Liaison as part of the policy change.  The Chief agreed this was important and would happen .  He also noted the perfect timing as the new policy manual will come out in three months.  

Continuum members and Chief Velez then had a lengthy discussion about how homeless persons are treated when they are questioned by the police and do not have identification.  Many of these persons are detained until their identity can be confirmed and/or  their record check comes back clear.  Many Continuum members express concerns of discrimination with this process.  

Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission reminded all of their fundraiser  this coming Sunday and she handed out flyers.

Thelma Archuletta of the Migrant HeadStart Program  passed out flyers to recruit participants for the programs.  Her contact number is 214-7368.

Gale Rodosevich of Colorado Legal Services said they are now concentrating on Veterans programs and provided Continuum members with informational postcards.  She noted the recent Avondale clinic was very successful. 

Kristin Castor of Colorado Cross Disability said they’ll be holding a workshop on July 26th and will be celebrating the ADA’s birthday.  More details to follow.  

LaFonna Pacheco of Fire for the Nations Family Resources Center introduced herself to Continuum members.  She said they were offering Food Pantry help and they did some utility assistance.  In addition to these services, she said the Resource Center provided free parenting classes, school programs for boys and girls,  life skills, court ordered anger management,  Father First programs, mentoring, healthy dads and healthy families, Dollar works management.  La Fonna and her husband, Art, provided flyers.   


II.  Minutes for May were approved as written. 

III. Continuum of Care-  no news to report at this time

IV. Homeless Prevention
Anne Stattelman of Posada and Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de Los Pobres will be presenting information about Black Hills Energy to the County Commissioners at 9am this Thursday.  This will be a dry run for City Council at 5:45 pm on July 5th.  It was noted Black Hills has increased  its rate 35% since beginning business in Pueblo.

V. Upcoming Events

The Annual Homeless Community Picnic and Take Care Fair will be held on July 16th.  LaTanya Yarbrough of Posada said they are in need of servers and are still requesting donations.  Arthur Yarbrough of Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center said the Take Care Fair will be offering more services to clients than in the previous year. 

LaTanya Yarbrough also noted the Homeless Memorial was success.  She said about 300 people attended and sixteen people were remembered.  


VI. Other Business

None at this time.

The next meeting of the Continuum of Care will take place Tuesday, July 19th at 10:00am at SRDA, 230 North Union, in room 301. 






