Pueblo Continuum of Care Meeting

June 16, 2009

10:00am

SRDA 3rd Floor-230 North Union Avenue, Pueblo CO 81003

Room 301

Sister Nancy Crafton Facilitator

Members Present:  Dana Tewahade, Barbara Turner, Ben Strand, Anne Stattelman and Charise Vigil- Social Work Intern with CSU Pueblo -Posada, Heather Fulbright-Pueblo Housing Authority, Nancy Crafton-Centro de Los Pobres, Roberta Tafoya and Angella Castellano- Crossroads Turning Point, Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, Mary McFarland-Department of Corrections Community Re-integration, Arthur Yarbrough and Cathy O’Neill- Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center, Margaret Reiber- Pueblo YWCA, Ada Rivera-Clark- City of Pueblo Department of Housing and Citizen Services, Levetta Love- Pueblo County Department of Social Services, Shirley Knaflec- Catholic Charities and Gail Rodosevich- Colorado Legal Services.

I. Updates and Introductions:
Arthur Yarbrough of Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center states that through the 

PATH Program he and Cathy have been very busy. They have been seeing many new people.  He commented that these individuals were “maybe less sick and just going through really rough times; being homeless is new to them.”

Margaret Reiber of the YWCA stated her staff “are just swamped”.  She noted the shelter had two empty top bunks for victims of Domestic Violence and homeless women.  She also noted the YWCA would coordinate their Domestic Violence month event with the District Attorney’s office on October 15th.  She also noted the fashion show had been postponed.  

Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission stated they were at full occupancy on Men’s side of the shelter.  The also noted they were having their fundraising meal at the Depot this Sunday. 

Mary McFarland of the Department of Corrections Community Re-integration said they didn’t have any funds to help parolees at this time but expected to have money again on July 1st.   Most referrals are going to Posada.

Angella Castellano and Roberta Tafoya of Crossroads Turning Point said May was a record month with over 200 individuals who were served.  Twelve of the clients were from El Paso and Otero County.  Roberta noted they’d been seeing a lot of new clients from Pueblo and several clients are suicidal.

Ben Strand of Posada said he has seen a lot of returning clients over the last month.  

Heather Fulbright of the Pueblo Housing Authority said they are going to have the Housing Authority Kids Safety Fair at the Sangre de Cristo Apartments. She will forward information on about this event.

Levetta Love of Pueblo Department of Social Services said basic cash assistance has increased 100 percent for the Colorado Works program.  The Department of Social Services continues to offer good customer service and is now interviewing on Saturdays and nights to keep up with the increase in applications.  She informed the Continuum members about a new rule with Colorado Works regarding non-custodial parents without children being eligible for services.  Ms. Love also noted she is interested in creating a panel to evaluate the circumstances of families who have used all of their TANF months.  In certain situations, extensions could be granted.  She would like other agencies to be involved in making the recommendations for services.  This panel would probably meet monthly.  

Shirley Knaflec of Catholic Charities said they had been busy and their next grant for utility assistance wouldn’t be available until August. She noted they’d be receiving funds to help with rent and mortgage assistance, but it would be a frustrating process due to lack of staff and timing constraints. 

Sister Nancy of Centro de los Pobres said there would be a group from Denver this Thursday at 2:00 providing newborn and infant car seats for Spanish –speaking clients.  To be eligible, the parents must have the car and the baby at the appointment.  Sister Nancy said they would have 20 car seats available.

Gale Rodosevich of Colorado Legal Services said she been getting a lot of calls regarding evictions.  She also noted they now have access to a bankruptcy attorney.  She also said they also been working with the  “Dad’s clinic” and more than half of these clients were from the halfway house, all want to re-integrate with children. Currently, Ms. Rodosevich said they have 100 open files and some local attorneys are helping, she noted that the family cases were very difficult to wade through and time consuming.  They have intentions of applying for grants to develop more clinics because they are still turning people away.  She also mentioned that Colorado Legal Services could provide help with visas.

Anne Stattelman of Posada said on July 15th at 7pm at the Occhiato Theater in the Gorsich Advanced Technology Building at PCC, Pat Medige, an attorney with Colorado Legal Services and a founding board member of the Rocky Mountain Immigrant Advocacy Network, will be speaking about US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE.) Come to listen and find out where immigrants are detained in Colorado, what organizations exist to help them, and what you can do to help detained individuals and their families.  

Anne also said that Posada will be receiving a small amount of funding $8,000.00 to provide utility and rent and mortgage assistance for folks who are recently unemployed (within the last six months.) These are EFSP Funds through ARRA.
II. The Minutes from May were approved as read

III. Continuum of Care. 

Leverage Letters will be needed for HUD Grants. The Colorado Coalition for the homeless is asking that letters be completed by August 1, 2009. 
IV. Ada Clark City of Pueblo 

Ada provided an overview of the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act Funding (ARRA) as it relates to the Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-housing Piece (HPRP.).  Ada was at a recent meeting in Chicago where she was briefed on the program.  She stressed that:

· Pueblo will receive about $680,000

· Programs will be highly scrutinized. Colorado is one of sixteen states in the nation that will be test sites. 

· The money needs to be spent within three years; reports are due 10 days after the first of the month.

· Money is to go to programs that can quickly direct the funds to those in need-this is not funding to set up new programs

· Looking to support families who are newly homeless or unemployed due to the current economic crisis –not looking to serve those who are chronically homeless

· Case management needs to be provided to individuals and families receiving funding.

· Springboard to opportunity—for housing and employment-results oriented

· Agencies need to be HMIS compliant and have the ability to share that HMIS information with other service agencies—so there is tracking in regards to progress for families

Bottom line, the money can provide needed support for struggling households in our community but is going to be difficult to track and manage. Compliance issues will be burdensome and there is little administrative funding for the program. Ada will provide additional information to agencies as it comes to her and will be forwarding RFP information.  

V. Events

a. The Homeless memorial took place on May 26th at the Pueblo Union Depot and more than 250 folks participated in the event.  The Chieftain published two articles devoted to the event –19 people were memorialized and as in past years it was a moving and reverent occasion.

b. The Community Picnic is planned for June 27th (the last Saturday in June) at Grome Park. The picnic will be sponsored by Posada with some assistance from Black Hills Energy and the Pueblo County Sheriff’s Department.  

VI. Farm Worker Issues

Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de los Pobres said Otero Junior College runs a childcare/school program for farm worker children.  This program starts in June so the parents can work in the fields.  This occurs in LaJunta but they are considering expanding the program into Pueblo County and running it year round. 

Loretta Kennedy through John Salazar’s office is working with Posada to reinstate rent subsidies for Via Don Carlos, a 30-unit farm worker community planned for Pueblo County.  

VII. Other Business

Showers continue to be an issue for homeless individuals who are not staying in a shelter.  Posada is paying for clients to utilize the city pools for a shower.  When the temperatures are below 70 degrees the pools are closed and the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission has provided showers for clients.   A permanent fix will be needed before Fall 2009.

Next Meeting:

The next Pueblo Continuum of Care meeting will take place on Tuesday, July 21, 2008 at 10:00am in Room 301 at SRDA (230 North Union Avenue in Pueblo, Colorado.)  

