July 19, 2011

SRDA 3rd Floor—230 North Union Avenue, Pueblo CO 81003

Room 301

Kim Baca-Facilitator

Dana Tewahade –Recorder

Continuum Members:   Anne Stattelman, Dana Tewahade, Laurine Smith, Ben Strand, LaTanya Yarbrough, Jessica Evig -Posada, Kim Baca , Analee Beck- Pueblo Community Health Center, Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, George O’Brien and Jean Benfield- Access for All, Kristen Castor- Colorado Cross Disabilities Group,  Roberta Avalos- Bridges of Mercy, Tammy Torres- Pueblo Department of Social Services, Heather Rider- Pueblo Housing Authority,  Marcie Reynolds- Cooperative Care Center, Margaret Reiber- Pueblo YWCA, Thelma Archuletta- Migrant HeadStart Program, Janice Moore- Crossroads Turning Point Detox Unit, Mary McFarland- Department of Corrections Reintegration, Suzanne Ortiz- Care and Share, Jonna Adamich- Our Lady of the Meadows Peace and Justice, Shirley Knaflec- Catholic Charities. 

I. Updates and Introductions:

Shirley Knaflec of Catholic Charities stated they received an additional $75,000 for utility assistance in June but it is gone.  The next grant should come in August.  In June, they served 710 families.  Unfortunately, they had to lay off two staff members and are experiencing more client need.  Ms. Knaflec said they are hoping to get additional rent and mortgage assistance funds.  She spoke about the possibility of trying to hold on to some funds for medical emergency needs rather than spending them immediately like they have in the past.  She noted United Way may have funds available for food and shelter soon through EFSP and that payments for  ESG were going to be late too.  

Jonna Adamich of Our Lady of the Meadows Peace and Justice said they were working on the school supply drive next week.
Kristen Castor of  Pueblo Access for All and Colorado Cross Disabilities Group said there would be an ADA Training next Tuesday, July 26th from  1pm-3pm.  They planned to cover topics such as service animals, effective communication, and hotel and motel accessibility.  .  
Marcie Reynolds of Cooperative Care Center said their Expansion Project was moving along and they hoped to have a Grand Opening on October 15th.  She noted they were 90 % done with fundraising

Thelma Archuletta of the Boone Migrant Head Start Program reported they were having a hard time finding families to participate in her program.  She spoke about men in the Manzanola area not getting paid from their subcontractor for work already completed and asked for a referral to resources for people in that area.  Sister Nancy Crafton and Catholic Charities Immigration services were offered as possible referrals for assistance.
Margaret Reiber of the YWCA said their shelter was “running full” and in June they had to start turning away battered women. The YWCA provided referrals to outside of Pueblo.  The agency ran out of vouchers for gas and prescription assistance.
Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission said their occupancy status remained the same.  She noted they will pay off the mortgage to their building next month.  She also said they’ll be doing an annual rummage sale with a radio remote at the Mission, 728 West 4th street.  This will be mostly to raise awareness in the community.  Ms. Sandoval said that Kenny Rider from the Pueblo Police department sent a final version of the homeless policy, she will get that policy to the group for comment. 

Analee Beck of Pueblo Community Health Center reminded Continuum members about their free HIV testing at all clinic sites.  She noted this was available to anyone at any time in the community during PCHC business hours.  She also said Avanye Renner is the new Migrant Seasonal Farm Worker Coordinator at Pueblo Community Health Center. 
Tammy Torres of the Pueblo Department of Social Services said they have hired a new Family Services Administrator.  She also noted the overtime monies for processing ran out.  She said the Adult Division was completely caught up and that the Family Services Division made a huge dent getting caught up on re-certifications.
 Ben Strand of Posada said Case Managers are averaging visits with 3-4 new travelers every day.  He said the Elko Family Shelter has been full and they’ve encouraged families to find all other options for shelter, even as they are putting families into motel rooms. 

II.
     Minutes from June 2011: Were approved as written.
III. Continuum of Care: 
Anne Stattelman of Posada said they are still waiting on Budgets for next year.  The staff will be trained in the new HMIS system during the next month.  

IV.      Homeless Prevention: Debrief on the work sessions with the Commissioners and Councilmen

Anne Stattelman of Posada said the meetings with the Commissioners and City Council in regards to Black Hills Energy were successful meetings.  The Commissioners gave a great letter for support for the efforts of nonprofits advocating on behalf of low-income, the working poor, the elderly and the disabled to Black Hills Energy, Vera Ortegon supported the need for a local Black Hills customer service center. Chris Burke from Black Hills said he’d continue meetings between agencies and Black Hills.  Ms. Stattelman said Black Hills could chose to re-evaluate their deposit structure and change it to a flat fee or an average of 3months of bills.   She also noted rather than the 19% increase, Black Hill is looking at a 50% increase. 
IV. Pueblo Police Homeless Policy
Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission requested feedback from Continuum members on the final version of the Police policy on homelessness.
V. Debrief on the Community Picnic and Take Care Fair

LaTanya Yarbrough of Posada said the event on Saturday July 16th was successful.  The American Legion riders did all the grilling for the event and many other volunteers worked hard.  She estimated over 1100 people attended the event and asked for any feedback on how to improve the event for next year.  It was noted 15 stylists gave haircuts and each stylist averaged 15 haircuts.  More Spanish translation was requested for next year.  Anne Stattelman of Posada said next year, they will try to host the event on the last weekend of June as in the past.  They thanked all the agencies for their participation and said they hope to resolve the electricity issue next year.
VI. Operation Back to School to 
Anne Stattelman of Posada said this event will be sponsored by Christmas Unlimited of Colorado Springs, Wal-Mart Stores, KKTV 11, My 99.9 and Posada.   Wal-Mart Stores and Applebee’s Stores will be collecting school supplies—all supplies collected in Pueblo stay in Pueblo and benefit children in District 60 and 70.  This drive runs July 15th through July 29th.  Anyone wanting to volunteer to pick up supplies can contact Anne at Posada 545-8776.
VII. Other Business
None at this time.
The next meeting of the Continuum of Care will take place Tuesday, August 16, 2011 at 10:00am at SRDA, 230 North Union, in room 301. 

