Pueblo Continuum of Care Meeting

July 21, 2009

10:00am

SRDA 3rd Floor-230 North Union Avenue, Pueblo CO 81003

Room 301

Sister Nancy Crafton Facilitator

Members Present:  Dana Tewahade, LaTanya Yarbrough, Ben Strand, Anne Stattelman and Charise Vigil- Social Work Intern with CSU Pueblo -Posada, Heather Fulbright-Pueblo Housing Authority, Nancy Crafton-Centro de Los Pobres, Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, Mary McFarland-Department of Corrections Community Re-integration, Arthur Yarbrough and Cathy O’Neill- Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center, Linda Loraine- Southern Colorado AIDS Project, Jennifer Przybysz- Luv in Action, Kim Baca- Pueblo Community Health Center, Jonna Adamich- Our Lady of the Meadows Peace and Justice,  Margaret Reibert- YWCA, Maria Fox- Pueblo Community Health Center and Captain Harold Laubach- Salvation Army.

I. Updates and Introductions:

 Anne Stattelman of  Posada said Linda Loraine has started as the medical case manager for Southern Colorado AIDS Project at Posada’s Glendale4 site.  She also noted that it is time to start planning for the Holiday Blessing Store in December.  She invited other organizations to take the lead on the project this year.  

Jonna Adamich of Our Lady of the Meadows Peace and Justice said that their recent event, the Just Faith Retreat was very well received and she felt it made the attendees more and aware of homeless issues and gave them a better understanding of social justice issues.  She also said that she thought local agencies would be receiving help with volunteers through this group.

Jennifer Przybysz of Luv in Action said their organization is beginning to have clients fill out simple intake information sheets so they can track the number of clients served.  She also noted they had lost funding for food from the United Way and are currently “running off donations and volunteer help”.

Ben Strand of Posada said case managers were seeing more and more families and that in Pueblo shelters were full.

Kristen Castor of Access for All said that changes were being made to Federal Development Disability funding and that services and funding to adults with severe needs were being affected.  She noted they changed  the way they processed their waivers and it was more restrictive.  She stated she was interested in learning if more people who have developmental disabilities are becoming homeless.  She said she and fellow members are concerned about health care reform because it would be offering basic insurance that covers very little and requiring them to pay for this.  She felt this change puts another burden on the poor.

Captain Harold Laubach from The Salvation Army said although he is leaving for South Africa in November the SA  finished a feasibility study about a month ago and are working on a  $7 million dollar campaign for their new building and programs.  Their current building should be remodeled into a permanent shelter and they want to partner with the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission.  One goal is to offer low or no cost daycare to clients who are in high school or college.  They are waiting on the economy to stabilize and for approval from their National Office..  

Mary McFarland, Department of Corrections Community Re-Entry Specialist, said their budget had been cut down$ 110,000 from last year and funding will make providing services a challenge.

Michelle Sandoval of The Wayside Cross Gospel Mission said they are seeing more families and can’t house minors.  She noted there was space available on the women’s side and they had been able to house everyone on men’s side.  She invited members to their open house on this Saturday.  

Kim Baca of the Pueblo Community Health Center stated the TB cards moving forward and they were working with the Pueblo City County Health Department to institute these cards with the homeless people who stay at shelters in town. 

Maria Fox of the Pueblo Community Health Center stated she had been serving fewer migrant clients due to the climate of immigration issues and enforcement by ICE..

Margaret Reibert of the YWCA said her organization had been extremely busy.  She noted the number of beds being utilized at night had more than doubled and individual counseling numbers also went up.  She said they had 51 people in the month of June in six rooms.  Margaret also stated domestic violence cases increase when the economy is bad.  She wanted members to be aware of the golf tournament in July as the YWCA’s fundraiser.  She also wanted to bring awareness to October being Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  She said Pueblo has the highest rate of domestic violence in CO and higher rate than the national average.  On 2nd of October, they are having a “Walk a Mile in her Shoes” awareness campaign at the Historic Arkansas Riverwalk Project.  More information will be sent to the group about this event.

Linda Loraine of the Southern Colorado AIDS Projects introduced herself to the Continuum members.  She invited everyone to attend an Open House at 2:00pm at Glendale4 on the July 31st.  Welcome, Linda.

II. Minutes from June 2009 were accepted as written.

III. Continuum of Care

a. Thanks to all the agencies for providing Leverage Letters for the Pueblo programs. Most are in and the letters are due in Denver by August 3rd.

b.  The announcement for the upcoming SuperNOFA Funding is not out yet.

c. Posada and Catholic Charities have received a small amount of ARRA funding for the newly unemployed that is now available.  

IV. Events

a. Community Picnic on June 27th served about 500 people.  The Sheriff’s department provided 300 sack lunches for people to take home.  Anthony Velasquez of Party Zone donated a bounce house for the children and the Pueblo City/County Health Department along with Pueblo Community Health Center did testing.   Art Yarbrough of Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center would like to get agencies more involved next year to participate in a health fair, mental health screenings, etc.   

b. Homeless Stand Down Plans- The Veteran’s Stand Down is set for September the 25th from 10am-2pm.  The event will again be held at the First Presbyterian Church.  LaTanya Yarbrough of  Posada can pre-register clients. $10,000 was approved for this event.

V. Farms Worker Issues 

Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de los Pobres said that Pastor Wilson, is organizing “Journey of Hope” to provide food, haircuts and different things for low-income families.  There will be a give-away on Wednesday, July 22nd at the end of the Riverwalk.  Sister Crafton also said in Avondale they have had men living in the Center and have also had four men living in cars and working in the fields
VI. Other Business  
Kristen Castor of Access for All said they are still working on the regional transportation issue.  She noted they are waiting for the County to say whether they have time and money to make changes.  Ms. Castor asked Continuum members to put in a good word with a County Commissioner or a City Councilman to improve public transportation.  She noted these improvements must be funded with property tax increase or license increase.  

Captain Harold Laubach of the Salvation Army was at a meeting with the Police Department with the Chaplain program, he was informed there had been seven suicides in Pueblo County this month.  He asked all members to please provide resources to families with whom you work about help for mental health issues like depression and suicide.  

Next Meeting:

The next Pueblo Continuum of Care meeting will take place on Tuesday, August 18th, 2009 at 10:00am in Room 301 at SRDA (230 North Union Avenue in Pueblo, Colorado.)  

