Continuum of Care Meeting

July 20, 2010

10:00am 
SRDA 30 North Union Avenue

Continuum Members:  Anne Stattelman, Dana Tewahade, Ben Strand, LaTanya Yarbrough, Laurine Smith- Posada, Cathy O’Neil and Arthur Yarbrough- Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center, Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission,  Thelma Archuletta- Boone Headstart, Shirley Knaflec- Catholic Charities, Sister Nancy Crafton- Centro de los Pobres, Margaret Reiber- YWCA Family Crisis Shelter, Levetta Love- Pueblo Department of Social Services, Marcie Reynolds- Bain- Cooperative Care Center,  Judy Fullbright-Pueblo City Schools District 70, Jonna Adamich- Our Lady of the Meadows Peace and Justice,  Lawrence Kochis- Pueblo United Way, Roberta Avalos- Bridges of Mercy, Karen Ashcroft-City/County of Pueblo Emergency Management, Roberta Tafoya- Crossroads Managed Care, Clovea Howard-Jordan- CSU Intern at Posada, Kevin Ortiz- City of Pueblo Loan Coordinator,  John Dase & Letitia Dusich - Care and Share, Kristen Castor-Cross Disability Coalition, and Jean Benfield & George O’Brien of Pueblo Access for All.
I. Updates and Introductions

Leticia Dusich introduced herself as the Care and Share Children’s Coordinator in Pueblo.
John Dase, the Development Director of Care and Share reported that donations are now on track for their organization. 

Ben Strand of Posada said the family shelter at Elko is full and he has an additional 6 families in motel rooms he is case managing.  She also noted the recent trend is single dads and two parent families.  He also noted many people are traveling this time of year.  Unfortunately, many individuals who traveled to do seasonal work are not able to find jobs as they did in previous years.
Jonna Adamich of Our Lady of the Meadows Peach and Justice stated her group would like to help wants to help with Operation School Bell-like activities.
Karen Ashcroft- emergency operations plan for the city and county of pueblo

Laurine Smith of Posada noted that families and individuals applying for HPRP assistance are now being placed on waiting lists.
Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de los Pobres stated she is excited about a little house they are opening on Friday to house some the migrant farm workers.
Shirley Knaflec of Catholic Charities provided information regarding their clinical program which has a reduced fee for adolescent clinical counseling.  She also noted they will beginning their next Love and Logic parenting in September.  Ms. Knaflec spoke of receiving a new grant from Vail for victims of domestic violence or crime.  The funds they received at the end of  June to help people with electric and gas  are already depleted.  They hope to get more funds around the 1st of August.  They do have assistance available for water up to $125 dollars in arrears only. They are awaiting a new round of rent and mortgage funds at this time.
Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission said they continue to have full beds on the men’s side.  They currently have about 10 female residents with room for more as it is a slow time of year for women needing shelter.  Ms. Sandoval noted that donations have also been slow and dropped off recently.
Lovetta Love of Pueblo Deparment of Social Services said their overall case loads have increased and CO Works TANF cases have doubled in the last 18 months.  Despite this, staff has not increased for this department.  Ms. Love noted Food Assistance had been increasing 1 percent a month and they’ve been able to bring on four new staff.  Unfortunately, the CBMS computer system has been operating very slow, to say the least.  They will be making some changes with determining eligibility as well as how cases are handled (more task-based, group work on cases) starting August 15th.  
Roberta Tafoya of Crossroads Turning Points said detox has been averaging 96 percent utilization and  Medicaid now pays for 7 days of detox and outpatient treatment.  She noted this policy change  has helped  bring new clients who couldn’t get treatment in the past.  She stated  they see a 56 percent recidivism rate in detox.  She mention her partnering work with Posada to get client into the CARS program and other long-term treatment in Mesa AZ.  She noted they still have funds to help women and pregnant women with substance abuse treatment.
Marcie Reynolds of Cooperative Care Center state they had been pretty steady, serving about 65 households a day.  They continue to provide assistance with food, medical prescriptions, hygiene, clothing and transportation.   She noted they are seeing people from AZ due to all the political immigration issues in that state.  Many of these people don’t have IDs.   Ms. Reynolds said they may have to suspend the clothing program due to a gas tank underground in front of this part of their property. 
Anne Stattelman of Posada said they are exploring the need for providing homeless youth outreach and youth shelter.  
Kristen Castor speaking for Jean Benfield from the Cross Disability Coalition said that Xcel Energy is coming up with a tiered system to encourage households to use less energy.  Disabled people will be penalized for their high energy usage (they often can’t cut back on energy due to their disability.) There are no exceptions in this tiered system for medical use.  A lawsuit is now going forward.  Kristen asked if the group thought that Black Hill’s Energy would be going to a tiered system and if so, should they be named in the lawsuit.  No one in the group knew about a tiered system at Black Hill’s Energy.  Everyone did talk about how much rates are going up and how much the poor pay for reconnect fees and deposits.  A poor person living in a poorly insulated home has to pay more toward a deposit than someone living in a well insulated home.  The poor can’t continue to pay those rates and agencies that help are being totally gouged by Black Hills Energy (especially.) The company is investor owned and will not budge on payment policies.

Kristen and George O’Brien are collaborating with Pueblo Access for All and the Pueblo City County Health Department to work on emergency preparedness for the disabled community in Pueblo, Colorado. George said that the goal is to keep the disabled community out of the first line of need.  The goal is for the disabled to be sufficient for the first 72 hours after an emergency. Grants are being written so that this problem can be addressed on a local and statewide level.  

Thelma Archuletta of Boone’s Migrant and Seasonal Worker HeadStart program introduced herself to the Continuum members.  She is attempting to recruit children of families whose parents are in the field but is finding it difficult to locate the population.  She feels this is likely due to fear and the  Federal guidelines dictating the definition of a “farm worker”.  
Lawrence Kochis of the Pueblo United Way said he working on assisting the newly unemployed.  These families would be eligible for mortgage or utility assistance if they meet certain criteria and have positive determination of unemployment.  Mr. Kochis stated they have assisted 26 families since inception of this program.
Margaret Reibert of the Pueblo YWCA said as of this morning, they were moving child counseling into adjacent building.  She also noted their Teen Dating Violence Prevention program is preparing to move out into the high schools.  They will also be having a fundraising golf tournament in August.
Roberta Avalos of Bridges of Mercy stated she’ll begin YOS Outreach in August and September.
LaTanya Yarbrough of Posada stated they have had an early start for a busy time of the year.  Typically, the caseworkers at Posada see an increase in shelter and client needs in August.
II. Minutes from May:  Approved and accepted as read.

III. Continuum of Care:
A. Super NOFA is out but there are no details

B. New Federal Plan to End Homelessness- Obama Administration’s 5-year or 10-year plan to end homelessness.  Not sure how this will impact our services, etc.

IV. Events:

A. Homeless Memorial Report: Eight individuals were honored at this year’s Memorial.  The event went very well but the turn-out wasn’t as high in numbers as expected.  The Cowboy band gave an exceptional performance.  Next year, the date will be moved so the event isn’t held at the beginning of the month.

B. Community Picnic Report: This event was a huge success.  800 plates of food were served and the Take Care Fair was highly attended as well.  The various agencies provided a lot of good referrals and information.
C. School supply drive- All the school supplies collected at local Wal-marts for the “Stuff the Bus” drive will be distributed to the schools and be handed out by the school counselors.  The drive will take place from July 19 thru  August 3rd.  Posada will need assistance with picking up supplies if Continuum members would like to volunteer.  In addition, it was announced that the First Baptist Church is doing a “I got your back” event to help with supplies  

D. The Homeless StandDown for Veterans will be held in September.  On a positive note,the HUD VASH vouchers program has changed the rules to allow Veterans to get into treatment after they get a housing voucher.  

V. Other Business:  None at this time.
The next meeting of the Continuum of Care will take place, Tuesday, August 17, 2010, on the 3rd Floor of the Joseph Edwards Building 203 North Union Avenue.
