Pueblo Continuum of Care Meeting

July 15, 2008

10:00am SRDA

Room 301 Joseph Edward’s Center

230 North Union, Pueblo Colorado

Facilitator: Sister Nancy Crafton

Recorder: Dana Tewahade

Members Present: Dana Tewahade-Posada, LaTanya Yarbrough-Posada, Rudy Sabedra-Pueblo County Housing and Human Services, Carl Bauer- Crossroads Turning Point, Ben Strand- Posada, Barbara Romero- Posada, Eve Grimes- Interfaith Hospitality Network, Shirley Knafelc- Catholic Charities,  Lisa Esquibel-Pueblo Community Health Center, Arthur Yarbrough-Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center, Greg Kemmet-Department of Corrections Community Re-integration, Michelle Sandoval-Wayside Cross Gospel Mission,  Jolene Hausman-Posada/Glendale4, Sister Nancy Crafton-Centro de Los Pobres, Maria Fox- Pueblo Community Health Center and Kristen Castor-Access for All, Steve Eggleston- Housing and Urban Development, Jack Freeman- Veterans Administration Homeless Coordinator, Michael Ott- Veterans Administration, Sarah Ruybalid- Pueblo City/County Health Department, Sylvia Dominguez- Pueblo County Veterans Services, Marcie Reynolds- Cooperative Care Center, Patsy Contreras- Pueblo Department of Social Services.  

I. Updates and Introductions:

Sarah Ruybalid of  Pueblo City County Health Department  stated they have broken ground for their new building on 10th and Santa Fe.  She spoke about the book “Living  Healthier and Longer- What Works, What doesn’t” and how the authors would like every household in Pueblo to have a copy of this book in their home.  Free copies are available at the Health Department.  Ms. Ruybalid also noted on July 29th at 2:00pm a meeting is being held to discuss a plan for Flu season to make sure all populations are served. This meeting will be held at the Health Department.

Michelle Sandoval of The Wayside Cross Gospel Mission  said the numbers on men’s side is down a little bit, but still full at 25 men.  The women’s side is running at about 18-20 residents.  She noted their fundraiser went well and on Saturday, July 26th they are having an Open House from1:00-4:00 pm.

Patsy Contreras of Pueblo Department of Social Services said they are currently trying to find a new administrator.

Marcie Reynolds of Cooperative Care Center said they have been very busy with the new program Hugs for Babies.  The program has been successful and Ms. Reynolds passed out a flyer with all the important details of the program.  Although many teen mothers are inquiring about the program, some do not follow through when they discover the commitment of attending classes and working with other agencies.  Ms. Reynolds also noted they are opening about 5-10 new households every day.  She said the trend of  serving the working poor is on the rise. They did  receive a Daniel’s grant that helped them get some food and they still have some money for medical assistance.

Mike Ott who is a psychologist for Veterans Services said his job is new to local recovery.  He is hoping to help transform Southern Colorado’s  Veteran’s Administration System.  The goal is  to strengthen peer supports and develop new programs.  These programs will be geared to SMI population.  He is working from Colorado Springs and coming to other areas such as Pueblo, Alamosa and La Junta.  He is having a peer-support training workshop in September where participants will work with psychologist and social workers to get the recovery model started.

Kristen Castor of Access for All called attention to an article in paper regarding the candidates’ forum on August 14th. This forum will focus on the county commission support (or lack of support) for developing transportation via bus lines in the county. Other topics to discuss will be evening service, Sunday service and  better routes in general.  It’s likely these improvements will cause a sales tax increase.  Ms. Castor also noted another group forming for the purposes of networking.  This group called Pueblo Area Services and Supports is to meet the second Wednesday of every month at the Rawlings library from 1:30pm-3:00pm.

Steve Eggleston from Housing and Urban Development brought a Comprehensive Housing Market Analysis for Pueblo.  He noted the shift toward energy efficiency in Colorado and the entire United States.  He stated energy development is going to be needed and Housing and Urban Development will have a new administration next year.  He also said rentals will be very difficult to find during this next year.

LaTanya Yarbrough of Posada said case managers are seeing a lot more new people and a lot of families.  She also noted Sister Kateri  is looking for 3 men and 3 women who have served in Afghanistan and Iraq.  These men and women can have served with through the Forces, National Guard or Reserve and have been chaptered out.  Sister Kateri’s goal with “Them Bones Veteran Community Pilot Project” is to outreach those in need of psycho-educational sessions.  For more information on the project and services access the website,  www.thembonesveteran.org or:


Them Bones Veteran Community


St. Francis Health Center


825 East Pikes Peak Ave, #322


Colorado Springs, CO 80903


719-776-8410

Arthur Yarbrough of Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center said like Posada, the PATH program is seeing an increase in clients.  They haven’t done a group at Soup Kitchen for a while due to lack of ideas.  Please contact Arthur if you have a topic or interest in presenting to the group.  

Rudy Sabedra of Pueblo County Housing and Human Services stated as the HHS grants monitor he oversees several grants.  One grant, CSBG, encompasses 13 programs alone.  He also oversees the Health Disparities Grant, ESG, Home HUD and CDBG.  

Carl Bauer of Crossroads Turning Point said they have been busy since switching to 20 beds.  He stated 10 days out of every month that are “maxed”.  They deal with chronic drug and alcohol abusers who are homeless.  Crossroads realizes how difficult it is for homeless to remain sober to the streets.  They appreciate the assistance Posada has provided to get clients out of town and into treatment at other facilities.  Currently, their beds are limited in the entire facility.

Shirley Knaflec of Catholic Charities said they have spent about $413,000 for the housing and homeless prevention services.  This has served about 1,251 households, but another 4,000 requested assistance and they were unable to help them with and mortgage.  They still have some funds for house gas and  in August will receive utility assistance funding (including electric).  They expect to get more rent and utility assistance in August.  They feel as if they are doing their best to prevent foreclosures, however the numbers for assistance rising; the funding amount is not increasing.

Eve Grimes of Interfaith Hospitality Network says the organization is still alive and well but currently not taking families for about 3 or 4 more weeks.  According to Ms. Grimes, they are reorganizing and the same churches are going to be involved in providing shelter.  She noted the day center is present and the phones are being manned.  They are in the process of hiring a new Director and a new Case Manager.  

Jolene Hausman of Glendale4 says she is hosting a free and confidential testing day on Friday, July 18th.  She will be testing for HIV, Chlamydia, Gonorrhea, Syphilis and Hepatitis C.  She also noted free treatment is available for Chlamydia, Gonorrhea and Syphilis.  There will be bi-lingual tester on-site as well as a counselor.  Anyone ages 12 and up can be tested.  Ms. Hausman also noted she is available to go out to different sites for testing.  Ms. Hausman noted Glendale4 will be hosting a new counseling service on Wednesdays from 2:00-4:00pm.  Although David Peters specializes in addictions counseling he can provide free counseling, anyone who has HIV or who is at risk for HIV.  He should be able to start on August 15th.  Ms. Hausman noted again in November, Pueblo would be having the Young Women’s Real World Conference.  She passed out flyers with information.

II. June Minutes

There was one change to the June Minutes.  The update for the Access for All should have read “Eastside Neighborhood Association” rather than “Eastside Neighborhood Associate”. With the exception of this error, the minutes were approved as read.

III. Continuum of Care

The Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) for the 2008 Continuum of Care grant competition has been released but HUD has not established a grant application due date yet.  Tom Power at Colorado Coalition for the Homeless hasn’t scheduled a date for the State Prioritization Panel meeting.   All the leverage letters for the 2008 grant competition need to submitted to Anne Stattelman at Posada by August 10th.  She will be contacting agencies with templates for the letters.

IV. Farm Worker Issues

Sister Nancy Crafton of Centros de los Pobres said the immigrant and indigent populations are having a lot of difficulty with transportation.  They continue to struggle with many of the same employment issues and find medical treatment a problem as well.  Evictions are coming to the households after only one month despite families paying rent to live in trash trailers and sheds.  Many of the people are still living in cars.

V.  Homeless Issues

a. Outreach- Posada staff continue to discover more people camping out and not coming in for services.  Case managers are still going out in the community to find people and bring services to them.  Mosquitoes have been bad and people are requesting insect repellant.  Posada staff plan to continue and gear up for additional outreach field trips in the next couple months.

b.  Food Not Bombs Group is working to provide a noon meal on Sunday’s and has come up with a name for the project, SundayFood.  The email address for now is sundayfood@posadappueblo.org and if anyone is interested in the project they can contact Anne Stattelman at Posada at 545-8776.  An organizational meeting will be held at Wireworks (103 S. Union Ave) on July 31, 2008 at 7:00 pm.  Everyone is welcome.

c. Critical Needs- No other issues discussed at this time.
VI. Events

     a.
Report on the Picnic


The Picnic took place on June 28, 2008 and over 350 people were served.  This is an increase of 200 from last year.  There was a nice party atmosphere and people enjoyed themselves.  The weather was perfect and young and old had a great time.  A big thank you to All Season’s Catering for the great and abundant food.  Also, a thank you to the youth group from Our Lady of the Meadows who kept the kids entertained, all those who brought water guns and balloons and the Pueblo Chieftain for putting a nice article in Saturday’s paper.  We started the event with a moment of silence in honor of Bishop Buswell and thanked everyone who attended and assisted with the picnic.  Next year, we expect a bigger turn out and the Pueblo County Sheriff’s Department has pledged support for food and help.  We will be looking for an underwriter to make sure we have enough food for everyone to eat there as well as food to take home.  

     b.
Stand Down

The Veterans StandDown is going to be in September 26th and the planning committee has appointed a new President, Dave Morerro and a new Vice President, Harold Moore.

The next  Pueblo’s Continuum of Care meeting will take place on Tuesday, August 19, 2008 at 10:00am in Room 301 at SRDA (230 North Union Avenue in Pueblo, Colorado.)
