Pueblo Continuum of Care Meeting

January 20, 2009

10:00am

SRDA 3rd Floor-230 North Union Avenue, Pueblo CO 81003

Room 301

Sister Nancy Crafton Facilitator

Members Present:  Jolene Hausman-Glendale4, Andrea Otero Looney-SCAP, LaTanya Yarbrough, Barbara Romero, Ben Strand, Anne Stattelman and Melody Long- Social Work Intern with CSU Pueblo -Posada, Kim Baca and Maria Fox-Pueblo Community Health Center, Judy Fulbright-School District 70, Christina Leonard, Carol Lopez, Lee Ann Hageman and Roberta Tafoya -Crossroads’ Turning Points, Marcie Reynolds-Cooperative Care Center, Rudy Sabedra-Pueblo County Dept. of Housing and Human Services, Sarah Ruybalid-Pueblo City County Health Department, Nancy Crafton-Centro de Los Pobres, True Love Malcom-African Methodist Episcopal Church, Gail Rodosevich-Colorado Legal Services,  Thelma Archuletta-Community Volunteer, Shirley A Knafelc-Catholic Charities, Kristen Castor-Pueblo Access for All, Michelle Sandoval-Wayside Cross Gospel Rescue Mission and Ada Clark-City of Pueblo Housing and Citizen Services.
I. Updates and Introductions:

Marcie Reynolds reported that Cooperative Care is busy.  Their agency still has some funding for medical assistance. They have diapers and formula available for teen moms but are up to their ears in clothing and are requesting that people do not drop off bags of clothing. They are sending clothes to Seeds of Love and Los Pobres. 
Ben Strand and LaTanya Yarbrough from Posada reported that they are seeing more new people every day. They are spending more time seeing new homeless intakes than working with those who have been homeless for periods of time. They are also reporting that people and families are coming from other counties in Colorado and are looking for medical and mental health services in Pueblo. 
Melody Long an intern with CSU Pueblo will be working with the staff at Posada through May.

Kim Baca from the Pueblo Community Health Center said that she continues to learn about homelessness in Pueblo and reported on cases of frostbite that her agency has addressed in the last few weeks.

Rudy Sabedra from Pueblo County Housing and Community Services said that his office is working on submitting quarterly reports.  They have also received their substantial operating grant for $259,000.

Sarah Ruybalid from the Pueblo City County Health Department passed out WIC brochures and made the point that the income guidelines are very generous. Clients and even staff of organizations may not know that they qualify for assistance.  She also passed out information on Family Planning and urged teens to become familiar with the services at the Department—call 583-4380 for more information. They have some limited funding for tubal ligations and vasectomies.   They also provide a free cardiac assessment for more information please call 583-9903.

Shirley Knaflec from Catholic Charities said that her office provided over $600,000 in assistance dollars this past year.  CC is partnering with the Board of Water Works to assist people with $50.00 towards a water bill. The fund can’t be used for deposits or turn on fees. Available Feb 1 there may be funds for rent and utility assistance. They will be holding classes for people to complete their applications because of the large numbers of clients and their reduced staff load.

Michelle Sandoval from the Wayside Cross Gospel Rescue Mission reported that their agency served 700 people for their Thanksgiving Dinner and over 800 people for their Christmas Dinner.  They are busy and their census is full. They do have two spaces available in their women’s mission.  As of February 1st they will be making changes on their bed policy. Holding beds for clients will be reviewed on a case by base basis.  The Mission is beginning a capital campaign for expansion to their men’s shelter and upgrades to their facility including the showers.  They will be holding their first annual benefit dinner on February 14 at the Pueblo Convention Center.  For more information call the Mission at 544-4000.   
Andrea Looney from SCAP said that she is seeing a lot of financial need. Her office is working on offering assistance to as many clients as possible especially in the areas of medical assistance following a medical case management model. She is working with about 36 clients in Pueblo. 
Crossroads’ Turning Points case managers said that they are witnessing an increase in co-occurring clients and those clients are staying longer.  There is also an increase in pregnant women who are seeking substance abuse treatment.  The increase is looked at as a positive thing because of increased awareness and education. Roberta Tafoya from the Detox Program said that their beds are full and there are many waiting to come into the program. She mentioned that suicides attempts are on the rise as well as depression and associated illnesses.   There is a new supervisor starting as of today.  

Kristen Castor from Pueblo Access from All said that the State is making needed cuts and unfortunately AND is sustaining very deep cuts.  This program assists the poorest of the poor in our community.

True Love Malcom from the First African Methodist Church (AME) attended the Continuum for the first time. She came to share information about the programs at her church. AME provides a dinner and clothing give away once a month—look for notices from the Continuum about that. They also are setting up a computer lab and provide tutoring and support for students and their families.  To contact True—her email address is ame727800@aol.com and her phone number is 543-6232.  Welcome.

Ada Clark from The City of Pueblo Housing and City Services reported that Pueblo will be receiving about $2.8 million in Neighborhood Stabilization Program money. A part of the funds will go to rehab property at East Fourth Street and Hudson with the property given to Posada for single room occupancy for homeless veterans. 
Through the Housing and Economic Recovery Act, the State of Colorado has been granted over $53 million for the Neighborhood Stabilization Act. 

Ada reported that a local staffing agency would handle the hires for the new Vestas jobs.  She will share information as she receives it. Michelle Sandoval mentioned that the agency might be S.O. S. staffing services. The job cuts at TRANE and the lay offs at the Mill damper the economic impact of the new jobs that are coming to Pueblo.

II. The Minutes from November were approved as read

III.  Continuum of Care.  
Pueblo will hold the Point in Time Count on January 29th 2009. There will be an unsheltered count and sheltered count that will be submitted.  Charts were passed out to the group.  All agencies that provide emergency shelter, transitional housing and permanent housing are to submit an inventory. Agencies that utilize HMIS should submit information for any clients seen during that time frame.  Posada staff with the assistance of other agency staff will attempt an unsheltered count for those sleeping outside and in camps. Anne Stattelman will be responsible for gathering the information –please email completed charts to anne@posadapueblo.org
V. Farm Worker Issues

Los Pobres continues to provide support to the hundreds that come to the Center every week. This past week they provided around $2,500 dollars of assistance with utilities shut off notices and some rent assistance.  They are seeing more and more people from the City of Pueblo come out to Avondale for help with basic needs.

There was a conversation about making a connection with Black Hills Energy and to ask for waivers for shut off and deposit amounts when an agency is making the payment for a household. Shirley Knafelc said that Catholic Charities has a good relationship with Black Hills Energy and Michelle Sandoval has a corporate contact that she will forward to the group.

VI. Holiday Blessing Store

Jolene Hausman reported that the Holiday Blessing Store served 1,995 children in one day on December 20th and another 150 children through that next week. On average 3 children per family were served.  Everyone at the meeting gave Jolene praise for a job well done. The store was well organized and people were well served. In a short debrief some changes were noted for next year—the store would do better over a two day period and there was a call for more boy toys and less expensive toys.

VII. Gail Rodosevich-Pro Bono Coordinator for Colorado Legal Services

Gail is the new Pro Bono Coordinator for Colorado Legal Services in Pueblo. She is working with best practice and other successful programs throughout the state as well as Judge Alexander to create and re-launch this service in Pueblo County. The numbers are daunting as the low income and vulnerable population base continues to grow in Pueblo. The local CLS office has only 3 staff attorneys and 3 paralegals for all of Pueblo County. Her goal is to set up a Private Attorney Involvement Project/Pro Bono Program that will work better for the legal community of attorneys in Pueblo and in turn will provide better access to quality civil legal assistance. She has three projects underway; one will be a needs assessment that has not been done here since 1999 and because of the national scene and economy the indicators may have changed. She is in the process of contacting agencies in Pueblo to explain stage one of these projects as well as to incorporate their input into a summary for CLS, Department of Administration and Access. It is also a priority to put the “face” of the client on this survey.
 

Your feedback and insight will be strategic to the success of this program. Please call or email Gail with potential referrals for the FOCUS Group. As soon as I know what the client base will look like I will determine a facility and other access measures such as interpreter, childcare, building location and access.

 Overview:

 
Client under 125% poverty income guideline

Will receive gift card, lunch, snack; appropriate to time

 Client has been unsuccessful in accessing civil legal assistance 

 Issues precluded would be traffic violations, malpractice and criminal legal assistance

Agency will receive follow up summary and report of data form groups

 Please fell free to call or email Gail. Her contact information follows: 

Gail A. Rodosevich Pro Bono Coordinator Pueblo 1000 West 6th Street, Suite I  Pueblo, CO 81003
grodosevich@pcisys.net Office 719-545-6708 ex 202  Fax 719-545-0961
VII. Cold Weather Issues
The Salvation Army has 15 beds at its 13th Street location for use as a warming shelter. The shelter opens at 9:30pm.  Folks were wondering if there was some way to coordinate additional shelter until the 9:30 time. Frostbite and exposure continue to be an issue for the street population.

VIII. Other Business

Ada Clark reported that because there are several entities including the City of Pueblo Office of Housing and Citizen Services that need to provide plans and assessments to include the Consolidated Plan; the City of Pueblo, Pueblo County and Pueblo County United Way will be working together on one comprehensive Community Needs Assessment that will take place in the Spring of 2009. More information to come. Ada Clark can be contacted at 553-2850.

Next Meeting:

The next Pueblo Continuum of Care meeting will take place on Tuesday, February 17, 2008 at 10:00am in Room 301 at SRDA (230 North Union Avenue in Pueblo, Colorado.)  

