Continuum of Care Meeting
January 19, 2010

10:00am SRDA 230 North Union Avenue

Continuum Members:  Maria Fox and Analee Beck-Pueblo Community Health Center, Anne Stattelman, Dana Tewahade, Ben Strand and LaTanya Yarbrough-Posada, Roberta Tafoya and Ann Paczolt- Crossroads, Arthur Yarbrough-Spanish Peaks Mental Health Services, Michelle Sandoval-Wayside Cross Gospel Rescue Mission, Gale Rodosevich-Colorado Legal Services Pueblo, Mary McFarland-Parole-Reintegration, Jean Benfield and Kristen Castor-Pueblo Access for All, Himon Robles-CSU Intern with Posada, Jo Washburn-Pueblo Access for All, Marcie Reynolds-Cooperative Care, Sister Nancy Crafton-Centro de Los Pobres, Emily Issa-Pueblo School District 60, Judy Fulbright-Pueblo School District 70, Heather Rider-Pueblo Housing Authority, Lee Anne Van Dell, Ana Valdez, Shirley Knaflec and Joe Mahoney-Catholic Charities, Linda Loraine-SCAP, Laurine Smith-Posada, Linda Fuentes, Margaret Rieber-YMCA Family Crisis Shelter, Diana Hall-Posada, Rick Hanger-Colorado Division of Housing, Jonna Adamich, and Bob Treathaway-Christmas Unlimited
I. Updates and Introductions: 
Roberta Avalos-Bridges of Mercy.  The program is designed to help female ex-inmates and paroles. The group is working with Wayside Cross. They would like a list of services that can assist their clients, Latanya Yarbrough will get that to her.  Their next meeting is Sunday January 24th at the Family Worship Center at 3800 Parker Blvd.
Jo Washburn-Pueblo Access for All (new member.) She is here to assist Jean Benfield. 
Joe Mahoney introduced himself as the new Director of Catholic Charities.  He is new as of the beginning of this year. Welcome Joe.
Shirley Knacflec said that Catholic Charities can only assist with gas bills.  They should be receiving some funds at the end of the month for rent and mortgage.  

Laurine Smith and Ana Valdez-with the HRPR Program said that currently Laurine has 15 open cases and Ana has 26. They are anticipating that Ana’s caseload will be full very soon and they will be accepting only ‘literally homeless’ (into Laurine’s caseload).   The acceptance of new applications for “literally homeless” clients will resume February 1st.  Soon they will be unable to accept any applications until current cases close.
Ben Strand reported that he is seeing a larger number of single men with children needing shelter.  All rooms at the Monterey Apartments are full.
Marcie Reynolds said that the programs at Cooperative Care are doing well.  The one program that is struggling is the prescription program.  Marcie asked for assistance from the group in referring clients to medical prescription help.  The YWCA said they can help with CPS funds for the program.  There is a specific need for assistance with Diabetes supplies. Sister Nancy said that the TLC pharmacy in Colorado Springs may be a resource.

Roberta Tafoya from Crossroads Managed Care Systems said that suicidal issues seem to have subsided and emotional tension is down from last month.
Ann Paczolt is new with Crossroads Managed Care Systems and with Special Connections a program for pregnant women.  The goal is to birth healthy infants from pregnancy.  Treatment is available for women who are Medicaid eligible and those who do not qualify for Medicaid.  For more information contact Ann at 545-1181.
Kristen Castor- Pueblo Access for All.   PAA is celebrating 20 years of being in existence and it is also the 20th year of the American Disability Act. Kristen is delegating her responsibility for leadership to Jean Benfield who will now be the liaison between this group and Pueblo Access for All.  Kristen will be taking on a larger regional and statewide role. Kristen mentioned that it will be a difficult year in regards to cuts on the State level.  If anyone needs to contact Kristen—her number is 595-4374 for issues in regards to disabilities and payee information.  She is extremely concerned about people not getting paid for expenses related to staying in their own home. 

Mary McFarland told the group she lost two transitional houses and is looking at the possibility of losing their sex offender house.  Mary needs assistance with finding landlords who will work with her on providing housing for not much rent assistance.  When asked Mary said that she now knows of five sex offenders that are living on the street in Pueblo.
Michelle Sandoval from the Wayside Cross Mission said they are full on the men’s side as usual and work with the Salvation Army to make sure that everyone is inside on cold nights. The women’s side is not full.  Michelle mentioned that the Fundraiser Dinner, Heart for the Homeless will take place on February 13th. She is working to provide an Easter Dinner for the community.  Showers are still being provided at the Wayside until another alternative can be found.  

Analee Beck with the EIS Program through PCHC said that she is working on a walk in site that would be free of charge for HIV/AIDS testing
Rick Hanger attended from the Colorado Division of Housing.  He is based in Pueblo but also works in Denver. He mentioned that although his office provides “Stick and Brick Funding” his office is also responsible for ESG, and HPRP funding to name a few projects.  
Himon Robles introduced himself. He is a Social Work student at CSU and an Intern with Posada this semester.

Linda Laurine from SCAP gave the group information about the Tent Candle Project she is coordinating with her group and volunteers. She is asking for small tin cans and candle wax so that tent candles can be given to the men and women who camp out along the Arkansas and Fountain Rivers.  Supplies can be brought to Posada.
Margaret Reiber from the YWCA mirrored what Ben and Marcie said—that more men are seeking shelter and are victims of domestic violence. The YWCA can provide legal help to men with children; they cannot provide shelter on site. She mentioned that their fundraiser, Chocolate Indulgence will again take place this year.  A notice will go out to Continuum of Care Members.
Linda Fuentes said that her ministry is picking up (literally : )  She will send an email notice about their next distribution to the CC group and when they have a permanent place.  She dispenses clothing, furniture and households goods. Her number is 289-0585 and she will accept furniture too. They hope to have a permanent place—if people need to get items out of their home, Praise Assembly of God will accept them for storage.  She still has a need for blankets.
Gale Rodosevich-Colorado Legal Services Pueblo said that the Colorado Legal Services survey is

Completed.  Gale will share the results with the group when it is done.  She told that group that through her outreach, private attorneys in Pueblo have helped 400 individuals.  That is great and there is more to do.  She wrote a grant to CSAC to leverage outreach in the community through CSU and will share more information about that. 
2. November 2009 Minutes were approved as read.
3. Continuum of Care
a) All three grants from Pueblo that were submitted through the Continuum of Care process were approved at prior year levels. Thank you to everyone from the group who supported the effort.  Effective this year leveraging letters will no longer be needed for application.

b) United Way does have funding for people who are recently unemployed. Contact Lawrence Kochis at United Way if you know of someone in need.  Funding will cover utilities and mortgage assistance.  Posada will handle the application process.
      4. Events—Health Fair

Arthur Yarbrough and Lee Anne Van Dell met with the group—the Convoy of Hope to discuss how to best plan a health fair for the Pueblo Community Picnic-scheduled for June 26th—the last Saturday in June at Grome Park.  It was mentioned that having the health fair at the picnic will double the number of people at the picnic.  There was discussion about services versus information.  Services should be available right on sight and it was discussed that services should be congruent for the population.  Additional planning meetings will take place. Contact Arthur Yarbrough or Lee Anne Van Dell if you have an interest.

5.  Holiday Blessing Store Debrief
Bob Treathaway from Christmas unlimited joined the group to talk about coordination and next year’s plan for the Holiday Blessing Store:
*This year the store doubled the amount of children it served.  3,300. 

*There is a need for storage space throughout the year.  Bob has a name of a company that may provide storage.  Lake Avenue church could still provide space if there was storage.

*Volunteers can be utilized in more ways than before

*Altrusa can be a resource for books

*There is a need for volunteer help throughout the year.

*There is the hope that school supplies can be supplied to families in much the same way as toys are given for the Holidays.

*Wal-Mart Stores will continue to be a main corporate partner

*A data base will need to be utilized for store clients

*Planning for next year will need to begin soon

*Coordination will need to take place between the Salvation Army and the Holiday Blessing Store; United Way will arrange this meeting. 

Below is a list of outcomes for the store

*The Holiday Blessing Store was a tremendous success.  The Store operated on Saturday December 19th and on Sunday December 20th.  Presents were distributed to families who missed their appointments on Monday December 21st.  

*Hundreds of people donated new toys, wrapping supplies, and money to purchase toys. 

There are too many donors to name.  We do want to thank Lake Avenue Baptist Church for hosting the store at their church for the fourth year in a row.

*During the two days of the store ---One hundred and forty volunteers, sorted toys, set up the store, registered and greeted parents, shopped and wrapped over 5,000 presents.

826 families with 2,396 children were served through the store.  Additional families were served this week with the remaining toys.  All toys donated will go to families in need in Pueblo.

*Pueblo did an outstanding job of rising to the challenge to assist families who are having difficulty in these economic times.  It is the belief of the volunteers who are the heart of the blessing store that people are more than their circumstances and that every child should feel joy during the holidays and know that they are loved and cared about all year long.

The meeting ended at 12:00noon

The next meeting of the Continuum of Care will take place Tuesday February 16, 2010, on the 3rd Floor of the Joseph Edwards Building 230 North Union Avenue. 

