February 15, 2011
SRDA 3rd Floor—230 North Union Avenue, Pueblo CO 81003
Room 301
Sister Nancy Crafton-Facilitator
Dana Tewahade -Recorder

Continuum Members:   Diana Hall, Anne Stattelman, Dana Tewahade, Laurine Smith, Ben Strand, Tiffany Ochoa- Posada, Maria Fox, Kim Baca - Pueblo Community Health Center, Sister Nancy Crafton- Centro de los Pobres, Mary McFarland- Department of Correction/Community Reintegration, Emily Issa-Pueblo City Schools, Judy Fulbright- Pueblo School District 70,  Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, Margaret Reiber- YWCA,  Captain Maggie Laubach- Salvation Army, Roberta Avalos- Bridges of Mercy, Karen Ashcraft- City/County of Pueblo Emergency Management , Jonna Adamich- Our Lady of the Meadows of Peace and Justice, Becky Mares, Suzanne Ortiz, Jennifer Mariano - Care and Share, George O’Brien- Access for All, Kristen Castor- Colorado Cross Disabilities Group, Linda Loraine- Southern Colorado AIDS Project, Patrick Hurley- Southern Colorado Job Seekers, Heather Rider- Pueblo Housing Authority, Levetta Love, Tammy Torres- Pueblo County Department of Social Services, and Jill Kid- Pueblo City Schools.

I. Updates and Introductions:

Arthur Yarbrough of Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center said he’d been quite busy meeting with people at Posada.  He also noted they were going to be doing another foot clinic on February 22nd at the Wayside Mission at 2:00pm.  

Ben Strand of Posada said they will soon have some space available in the Elko family shelter.  He noted they continue to see people coming from Colorado Springs and people traveling through Pueblo to look for work.  The police had not yet identified the homeless man found dead near the River walk.

LaTanya Yarbrough of Posada said she has been seeing a lot of teens and young people stopping by but not engaging in services. 

Levetta Love of Department of Social Services said their numbers have been staying steady for the last couple of weeks.  The staff has still been extremely busy and it takes 5-6 week to process paperwork for applications. Currently, they are not having computer issues, but will be moving soon to a web-based system.  The State of Colorado was sued in 2004 and a settlement has just been reached and they have to now process applications timely.  Pueblo has always met its processing deadlines.  Ms. Love passed out information from PEAK-the new online benefits application system.  They will be moving to a new website today and within a week people will be able to apply online and review benefits.  This will not speed up benefits.  People will still need to provide the original documents, have interviews in person and obtain a physical Quest card to access benefits.  Later in the meeting, Ms. Love also said there had been some significant changes to the Colorado Works program.  Previously, a mother had to be 6 months pregnant to be eligible.  Now, the mother must simply be pregnant.  Also, a specified caregiver no longer has to be related to the child in fifth degree to be eligible for TANF.  


Jill Kidd of School Pueblo City Schools said that on January 28th when District 60 completed its count of homeless children, 1,854 were identified as Title X students.  They are feeding about 500 kids with weekend food backpacks and this will last until the end of the school year.  They are now trying to identify the unaccompanied youth and keep them in school.

Tammy Torres of the Pueblo County Department of Social Services introduced herself as the new Adult Services Administrator.  Welcome Tammy.  

Margaret Reiber of the YWCA said they currently have beds available at the shelter.  She also said Chocolate Indulgence was a successful fundraising event.  At 7:30 am on Friday, April 1st, they will be having a Wake up Breakfast and on May 18th they will host the Tribute to Women Award Ceremony at the Convention Center.  Please submit any nominees to the YWCA.  

Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission said the men’s side is full and the women’s side has openings.  On March 27th from 11am-3pm they will be having a fundraiser spaghetti dinner.  This event will be held at the Union Depot and proceeds will be used to purchase a commercial washer and dryer.

Mary McFarland of Colorado Department of Corrections said they have money for psychotropic meds for parolees.  Eligible parolees can’t be in a half way house.  Ms. McFarland also commented about the increase in gang activity.

Laurine Smith of Posada said she is nearing the end of the Homeless Prevention and Rapid Rehousing grant and they are not accepting any applications for rent or utility assistance.  She did mention the Peace Corp Reunion and 50 Year Celebration being held at the Gold Dust Saloon on March 1st from 5:30-7:30pm.

George O’Brien of Access for All offered agencies free mindful meditation classes and other services to help organization employees with confronting stress.

Kristen Castor of Colorado Cross disability group is meeting today (and every 3rd Tuesday of the month) from 11:30am – 2:00pm.  Emergency preparation is their current project.   She said their goal is to show persons with a disability how to prepare themselves in the event of an emergency.  They would like to use this as an organizing tool and getting connected with other organizations.  They have a PowerPoint presentation they’d be happy to share with any organization.  Again, this group meets at Barkman Library every 3rd Tuesday of the month.  

Patrick Hurley of Southern Colorado Job Seekers will be meeting tonight.   Peggy, a counselor with Vocational Rehabilitation will be presenting.  The topics being discussed are, “How to create the best advantage if you have a felony” and “Helping those with a disability”.  

Linda Lorraine of Southern Colorado AIDS Project said they will be having a Women and HIV luncheon on March 4th at Antlers Hotel in Colorado Springs.  An invitation via e-mail was sent last week.    Ms. Loraine also said the Red Ribbon Ball will be held at the Cheyenne Mountain Resort this year.  The Hazel Miller Band will perform and there will be no Speaker.
Ms. Loraine said she recently presented at the Custer County High School.  She spoke to students about STD and HIV.  She also mentioned the increase in their caseloads due to an increase of out-of-state clients.  People are coming to Colorado due to waiting lists in other states.  

Diana Hall of Posada updated members on the Youth Outreach Program.  The program is progressing and they have been working with 7 different youth.  If any organization would like flyers or pocket cards, they were asked to contact Ms. Hall.  She also noted all the needs for the program are on Posada’s website.

Jonna Adamich of Our Lady of Meadows Peace and Justice were currently engaged in a food and coat drive for Avondale.  They are also helping collect donations for Posada’s Youth Outreach program.

Kim Baca of Pueblo Community Health Center said they have changed the date for the Annual Community Picnic/Take Care Fair to July 16th. They have been testing many clients for TB and working with both the Salvation Army and Wayside Cross Gospel Mission.

Suzanne Ortiz and Jennifer Mariano Jennifer Mariano- of the Colorado Springs Care and Share introduced themselves to the Continuum of Care members.  They spoke of the tremendous needs for the backpack program.  They also said they are looking for senior food assistance.

Karen Ashcraft of the City/County of Pueblo Emergency Management said they are awaiting approval on their mitigation plan.

Becky Mares works with Share Our Strength’s Cooking Matters™ program. Cooking Matters has partnered with the Care and Share Food Bank to end childhood hunger in Pueblo and El Paso counties.

Captain Maggie Laubach of the Salvation Army said they may have to close shelter at the end of February due to lack of funding.  They will make an effort to be open on really bad nights.  She said it costs about $3400 to run the warming shelter for a month.  They are currently seeking for funding.  Captain Laubach also noted their allocation for food bank was cut in half so they will have to shuffle their budget.

II. Minutes from January 18, 2011 approved as written.

III. Continuum of Care:
The Point in Time Count Numbers were reviewed and Anne Stattelman passed out charts explaining the numbers and totals reported.  Continuum members are welcome to utilize the information for grant applications, please just source Posada’s website where they are posted.  

Thankfully, grant renewals came through but there were no increases.  The new HUD budget is public and Rick Garcia at the Regional Office in Denver is asking agencies to look at it and give feedback.  Anne Stattelman of Posada will send the website for the budget via e-mail to Continuum members.  Anyone can access it on HUD’s website. There are large increases for homeless services.

IV. Utility and Rent assistance- 
Currently, Catholic Charities has a small amount of utility assistance for Board of Waterworks only.  The Pueblo United Way has about $2,000 left to assist those recently unemployed persons who are eligible for or receiving unemployment.  Unfortunately, times are rough and there is just nothing out there for assistance.

V. TB and Cold Weather Issues
Kim Baca of Pueblo Community Health Center said they have caught up on having people getting tested for TB.  In the future, they will only be conducting skin test at the Grand Avenue Clinic on Tuesdays and Fridays from 8 am to noon.  The Health Department has not been participating in testing.

Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de los Pobres spoke of an unfortunate incident that resulted in a farm worker losing the bottom part of his leg to frostbite.  His leg was eventually amputated at St. Mary Corwin Hospital due to infection and gangrene.  Sister Nancy Crafton and Anne will follow up on this. Maria Fox said that in the future if a person is a Pueblo Community Health Center patient, they could be referred to the clinic triage nurses.  

Patrick Hurley spoke about the two proposed health bills that he and others believe compete rather than complement each other.  They are known as the Exchange bill and the Cooperative bill.  He asked Continuum members to get an understanding of this important health care issue and to contact your representatives about these concerns.  


VI. Veteran’s Service Report
This topic has been tabled until next month’s meeting.

VII. Other Business
There was no additional business at this time.


The next meeting of the Continuum of Care will take place Tuesday, March 15th at 10:00am at SRDA, 230 North Union, in room 301. 
