Continuum of Care Meeting
February 16, 2010
10:00am 
SRDA 30 North Union Avenue

Continuum Members:  Maria Fox and Kim Baca- Pueblo Community Health Center, Sister Nancy Crafton- Centro de Los Pobres, Anne Stattelman, Dana Tewahade, Ben Strand, LaTanya Yarbrough, Laurine Smith, Himon Robles- Posada, Cathy O’Neil and Arthur Yarbrough- Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center, Shirley Knaflec- Catholic Charities, Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, Patrick Hurley- First Presbyterian Church, Sharon Campbell- Access for All, Lou Ann Andrews- Pueblo Department of Social Services, Bianca Hicks- United Way, Emily Issa- Pueblo City School District 60, Linda Lorraine- Southern Colorado AIDS Project, Roberta Tafoya- Crossroads Managed Care, Margaret Reiber- Pueblo YWCA, Dannette Flickinger- Care and Share.

I. Updates and Introductions

LaTanya Yarbrough of Posada said there are 7 families in the Elko temporary emergency shelter.  She said case managers are seeing many single men coming from Colorado Springs to moving into camps in Pueblo.  Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission stated she is also seeing more men in camps to coming to shower.

Ben Strand of Posada echoed his co-worker in stating he is also seeing more single men with children seeking shelter.  He noted that half of families in shelter today are single fathers as the head of household. 

Arthur Yarbrough of Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center said he been busy in regards to his work with homeless clients having mental health issues.  He also noted he continues to work on plans for the health fair and lining up services for the event.  

Kim Baca of Pueblo Community Health Center stated she has been working toward making sure all homeless clients staying in shelter have a TB card.  This process will be ongoing.

Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission said they have had a couple days with open bunks on the men’s side of the shelter.  She also noted she believes this is a “fluke rather than a trend”.  She said the women’s side continues to average at about fifteen residents. When asked about their recent fundraiser, she said they always wish they had better attendance but did make some money at the event.  

Maria Fox of Pueblo Community Health Center stated she continues to work with migrants at the clinic in Avondale.  She noted these migrants are settled out and that she doesn’t deal with many new families.

Patrick Hurley of the First Presbyterian Church introduced himself to Continuum Members.  He is working to develop relationships with the jails to reduce recidivism.  He is currently organizing a “jail ministry explorations” group which would remind people of court dates so people don’t miss them and go back to jail.  He is also working to facilitate a Southern Colorado Job seekers group for moral support and encouragement.  They will be having their first meeting tonight.  First Presbyterian Church members and other “jail ministry exploration” committee members will be making phone calls from the church.  Mr. Hurley is inviting any members of the community to join or give input.  This committee will be meeting tomorrow evening at 5:30pm.

Sharon Campbell of Pueblo Access for All introduced herself to Continuum Members.  She is also the Chair of the ADA committee.  Welcome Sharon.

Anne Stattelman of Posada spoke about updating their community resource list.  She asked agencies to let Posada staff phone if any information needed to be corrected.  She also noted this resource sheet is provided to Posada clients and is tailored to homeless client needs and is not comprehensive.  

Lou Ann Andrews with the Pueblo Department of Social Services said Pueblo County’s caseload has increased by more than 2,000 new cases.  She also noted they continue to have with furlough days and they are still taking LEAP applications

Shirley Knaflec of Catholic Charities said they are almost out of rent and mortgage assistance.  She acknowledged that she understands the frustration level of clients over the lack of electric utility assistance.  She said Catholic Charities continues to provide counseling through the EPAC youth counseling services, and family empowerment program with visitation.  She also stated they have family programs including the nurturing parenting classes.  She noted that DSS has over 10,000 LEAP applications and is behind in processing because of this increase, this also hampers Catholic Charities process.  Lou Ann Andrews of DSS noted if a family had a shut off notice, they could come in to the Department of Social Services for emergency assistance. Ms.. Knaflec said they did get a water assistance increase, but they currently don’t have the staff to administer the program and the monies cannot be used for a turn off fee or deposit.  

Bianca Hicks of the Pueblo United Way said they were still providing assistance for the newly unemployed.  The referrals are coming to the United Way for screening.  Eligibility requirements entail being unemployed within the last 12 months and be on unemployment assistance.  Currently, they are assisting with mortgage.  They are evaluating the qualifications for this assistance on a month-to-month basis.  It was also noted that people needing this mortgage assistance cannot have received assistance from Catholic Charities within the last 2 years.  Ms. Hicks provided Continuum Members with a postcard summarizing details of the program.  She also mentioned the “Flavor of Pueblo” food and wine show next month. 

Laurine Smith of Posada said they currently have 56 families enrolled in the HPRP (Homeless Prevention Rapid Re-housing) program and 14 waiting for an evaluation.  This program can provide rent and utility assistance (among some other things) to individuals and families at imminent risk of coming homeless or to those who are currently homeless.  

Linda Loraine of Southern Colorado AIDS Project said she continues to work with her clients and volunteers on the camping candles.  These candles are put together to provide warmth and reading light to men and women staying in camps.  They currently need paraffin and small can donations.  She also noted that a Navajo film called Two Spirits will be coming to Pueblo on the 13th of April.  These films will be shown at CSU-Pueblo and the Infozone at the Rawlings Public Library.  

Margaret Reiber of the Pueblo YWCA said they have finally moved the crisis line off the shelter floor.  This crisis phone line is open 24hours a day, 7 days a week.  She noted the YWCA still has some money to pay for prescriptions.  They have a $25 limit per prescription.  Ms. Reiber said they do have shelter beds.  

Roberta Tafoya of Crossroads Managed Care said they have had at least 10 new clients from Colorado Springs going into detox , she posited this might be because of the proposed camping ban in Colorado Springs.

	Dannette Flickinger of Care and Share said they are currently low on food and didn’t receive the food donations they usually do during the holidays.  She also noted they have a new CEO Debrah Tuck.  Care and Share want to spend more time here in Pueblo and collaborate with community agencies on food drives.  Their goal is to supply more food to agencies providing direct distribution to the community.  She also noted the recent success of bringing on Sam’s Club and Wal-Mart as new contracts.  

II. Minutes:  Approved and accepted as read.

III. Farm Worker Issues  
Sister Nancy Crafton spoke about some major issues with a trailer court called Countryside on East 8th street.  Many of the residents are being charged ridiculous late fees and are being forced to move their old trailers.  These residents don’t have proper ownership documents and the trailers are too old to move legally.  Sister Nancy asked for ideas on how to help these residents and get copies of lease agreements from the leasing agent.
 
IV. Census 
Census takers are setting up a table at Los Pobres in Avondale.  Michelle Sandoval noted the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission is conducting a count on March 30th. They will also be asking people coming in from the camps for a meal to be counted.

V. Other Business
This will be the last month the First Baptist Church will be hosting the Angel Food Ministry food distribution.  There will be a new site in Pueblo. Dana Tewahade of Posada will follow-up with this issue and get information out to Continuum Members as to where the new site is lovated.

Anne Stattelman of Posada said Pueblo will be the recipient of TANF/HPRP Assistance.  Once the details are clear, information about the program will be forwarded to Continuum members.

The next meeting of the Continuum of Care will take place, Tuesday, March 16, 2010, on the 3rd Floor of the Joseph Edwards Building 203 North Union Avenue.

