August 16, 2011
SRDA 3rd Floor—230 North Union Avenue, Pueblo CO 81003
Room 301
Nancy Crafton-Facilitator
Dana Tewahade –Recorder

Continuum Members:   Sister Nancy Crafton- Centro de Los Pobres, Anne Stattelman, Dana Tewahade, Laurine Smith, Ben Strand, LaTanya Yarbrough -Posada, Kim Baca - Pueblo Community Health Center, Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, George,  Roberta Avalos- Bridges of Mercy, Sara Cardinal, Karen Garcia- Pueblo Department of Social Services, Heather Rider- Pueblo Housing Authority,  Margaret Reiber- Pueblo YWCA, Suzanne Ortiz, Becky Mares- Cooking Matters at Care and Share, Jonna Adamich- Our Lady of the Meadows Peace and Justice, Mary Hobbs- Pueblo Veterans Affairs VASH Program, Karen Ashcraft- Pueblo City County Department of Emergency Management, Jill Kidd- Pueblo City Schools, Gale Rodosevich- Colorado Legal Services, Shirley Knaflec- Catholic Charities. 
 
I. Updates and Introductions:

Jill Kidd of Pueblo City Schools reported the schools do not have funding for the weekend food backpack program this year.  They are trying to work with United Way to organize a PR campaign for donations.

Margaret Reiber of the YWCA said they are working on the Safe Dates program in the middle schools and the high schools.  Their new child therapist has been extremely busy at the YWCA.

Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission said the men’s side continues to be full.  She noted they had recently experienced an influx of people staying only one or two nights but this trend has started slowing down.

Mary Hobbs of the Pueblo VA VASH Program said they have started working on the Homeless Veteran’s Standdown to be held on September 30th.  She noted the Pueblo Community College is planning on partnering with them for this event.  Ms. Hobbs also said it is likely they may be getting more VASH vouchers for qualified veterans.

Suzanne Ortiz of Care and Share said they have been able to provide 65 backpacks to Pitts Middle School, Span and Helbeck Elementary schools.  She also announced her position will be vacant soon as she is moving out of state.

Becky Mares of Cooking Matters at Care and Share said they had recently received funding to create a full-time coordinator position in Pueblo.  This will be an additional job opening.  She also noted they are looking for more volunteers with backgrounds in nutrition and culinary arts to help with the classes.

Karen Garcia of the Pueblo Department of Social Services introduced herself to Continuum members.  She took Levetta Love’s former position supervising family services.  They have hired 9 new technicians and a supervisor for the family division.

Sara Cardinal, the Adult Services Program Supervisor at the Department of Social Services said LEAP application will be available on November 1st.  She said this year the application will be shorter, however, there are  income guideline changes.  Less families will qualify for LEAP and they are expecting to reduce caseloads by 20%.   Unfortunately, there will  not be diversions available to for utilities this year.  

Gail Rodosevich of Colorado Legal Services Bro Bono said the next  legal clinic is set for September 22nd at Hope for Children.  In November another clinic will be held at Catholic Charities.  Ms. Rodosevich said she will bring flyers to the next Continuum meeting.  

Ben Strand of Posada said the family  shelter continues to be a full capacity and hotels and motels are also be used for family shelter.  The case managers at Posada continue to see many single people as well.  

Kim Baca of Pueblo Community Health Center announced that Shane Alexander from Pueblo County Health Department is able to provide 75 free HIV tests. This program will also focus on persons leaving the prison system for parole.


II.	     Minutes from July 2011: (any corrections/additions) – The minutes were accepted as written.

III. Continuum of Care: Anne Stattelman of Posada said unfortunately, the grants that have been promised haven’t come through yet and this includes ESG.  Many organizations such as Posada are uneasy about this because these funds have already been utilized.  

IV. Homeless Prevention: Anne Stattelman of Posada and Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de Los Pobres encouraged Continuum members to attending the Public Utility Commission meeting on August 30th at the Pueblo County Conference Room.  The hope is raise awareness about the 19% Black Hills utility increase and the devastation it will cause in Pueblo among many populations in the community.  
	
V. Pueblo Police Homeless Policy- Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission said she would resend e-mail with the final draft of the policy.  She asked for Continuum members to respond with any feedback.  It was also noted that Posada had been working with Tom Rummel to access to food vouchers during weekend.

VI. School Supply Drives and Resources for Homeless Students- There has been a 20% increase in students needing assistance this year.  Please refer all clients to counselors in their own schools for school supply assistance. Ms. Jill Kid of the Pueblo City Schools said students qualifying for Title X should be able to get assistance with  uniforms and student transportation issues. They will be directed to the liaison for  the school district.  

VII. Upcoming Veterans STAND DOWN September 30, 2011
Ms. Mary Hobbs said the event will be held again at the First Presbyterian Church from  10am -2pm on September30th.  The first  meeting for volunteers will be held on August 18th .

VIII. Other Business
Karen Ashcraft of Pueblo City County Emergency Management will be soliciting help from Continuum members when developing training and policy for recovery and re-entry into homes after a disaster. 

The next meeting of the Continuum of Care will take place Tuesday, September 19, 2011 at 10:00am at SRDA, 230 North Union, in room 301. 

