Pueblo Continuum of Care Meeting

August 19, 2008

10:00am SRDA

Room 301 Joseph Edward’s Center

230 North Union, Pueblo Colorado

Facilitator: Sister Nancy Crafton

Recorder: Dana Tewahade

Members Present: Anne Stattelman- Posada, Dana Tewahade-Posada, LaTanya Yarbrough-Posada, Rudy Sabedra-Pueblo County Housing and Human Services, Roberta Tafoya- Crossroads Turning Point, Christina Leonard-Crossroads Turning Point, Ben Strand- Posada, Barbara Romero- Posada, Marcia Wolfe- Interfaith Hospitality Network, Shirley Knafelc- Catholic Charities, Lisa Esquibel-Pueblo Community Health Center, Arthur Yarbrough-Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center, Cathy O’Neill- Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center, Greg Kemmet-Department of Corrections Community Re-integration, Jolene Hausman-Posada/Glendale4, Sister Nancy Crafton-Centro de Los Pobres, Maria Fox- Pueblo Community Health Center, Sylvia Dominguez- Pueblo County Veterans Services, John Pacheco- The Salvation Army, Captain Harold Laubach- The Salvation Army, Lisa Esquibel- Pueblo Community Health Center, Levetta Love- Pueblo Department of Social Services, Ray Miller- King of Kings Lutheran Church, Dorry Miller- King of Kings Lutheran Church, Guadalupe Uribe-Joyner- Southern Colorado AIDS Project and Danette Kelley- Care and Share.  

I. Updates and Introductions:

Dana Tewahade of Posada reported case managers have seen an increase in walk-ins due to the State Fair and people coming from Denver trying to escape from the Democratic National Convention. Also, as school starts, case managers are seeing a lot of families in need of shelter. Ms. Tewahade also reported for Michelle Sandoval of the Wayside Cross Gospel Mission.  She stated the Mission is currently full on the men’s side and is dealing with overflow.  She also stated… 

Levetta Love of the Pueblo Department of Social Services stated they are in process of implementing new program for Food Stamps, especially for elderly.  The new program SNAP, formerly called Food Stamps, will be implementing phone interviews for eligibility.  They are no longer requiring face-to-face interviews to decrease traffic and lessen waiting time.  Ms. Love also noted they will be starting up the LEAP program and it will be open to population at large in November.  She mentioned that the Department of Social Services is working on outreach as well as restructuring the Colorado Works program.  Their goal is to eliminate barriers that keep people from getting employed.  

Guadalupe Uribe- Joyner of Southern Colorado AIDS Project stated that Mr. Richard Blair started in July as their new Executive Director.  She stated he has a lot of experience in rural areas.  Ms. Uribe-Joyner also noted they are giving out school supplies to client families in the area and some clothing for kids.  She noted they are still housing clients and looking for more to assist.

Dorry and Ray Miller of King of Kings Lutheran Church stated they are in the process of sending donations (in the form of checks) to different agencies and are working with Limon prison to provide toys for Christmas assistance.  They are also providing over-the-counter drugs to Centro de Los Pobres.    

Shirley Knaflec of Catholic Charities stated they are finishing up the last of funds for utility assistance.  She said they might get more money at the end of month.  Currently, rent or mortgage assistance is gone but they are expecting more in October.  Presently, their biggest challenge is finding families assistance with school supplies and uniforms.  She noted they did get some donations but collections haven’t been going well. They are participating in forum to help people with foreclosure and mortgage assistance.

Danette Kelly of Care and Share stated they are having the Mobile Food Pantry in Avondale today.  She noted 60 % of their inventory is coming from national donations; the rest are local.  She explained that Cheyenne County, Lincoln County, Kiowa County and Trinidad all get 5,000 lbs of food a month.  Unfortunately, the food supply is dwindling and last months commodity consumption increased by 1,000 people.  If appears, more and more clients need assistance.

Ben Strand of Posada reported for Marcie Reynolds of Cooperative Care Center saying that her agency is still experiencing an increase of about 12% of clients over 2008.  She reported they still need referrals for Hugs for Babies and their Medical Prescription Funds are running low.  She noted that most of the medical prescription funds are utilized by Parkview and St. Mary Corwin hospital referrals.   She said Luv-in- Action is one of the few agencies providing school supplies.  

Barb Romero of Posada said the temporary emergency shelter is still full.

LaTanya Yarbrough of Posada stated she has attended the Health Care Affordability Workshop.  This workshop is open to anyone who lives in Colorado and asks for participants to complete a confidential household budget survey to help inform policy makers about what people in Colorado can really afford for health care.  The next two dates are Wednesday, August 20th and Thursday, August 21st.  For more information, anyone can contact Troy at Colorado Consumer Health Initiative at 303-839-1261.  

Cathy O’Neill of Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center stated she has seen an increase in clients needing mental health services at Posada.

Lisa Esquibel of Pueblo Community Health Center said the clinic has definitely seen an increase in medical patients.  She also announced her resignation from PCHC and that she will take a new position with the Probation Office.  

Greg Kemmett of the Department of Corrections Community Re-integration stated he continues to be challenged by returns and clients who have “burned bridges” in the community when they were previously released

.  

Marsha Wolfe of Interfaith Hospitality Network stated they have hired a new Director but are set back due to an illness. They plan to open in two to three weeks.

Roberta Tafoya of Crossroad Turning Point/ Detox stated they continue to have an increase in clients.  On average 17 beds are being utilized.  They typically have 5-10 clients in the CARS program. She also noted that former Continuum member Carl Bauer is no longer with Crossroads.  

Captain Harold Laubach of the Salvation Army new to the organization is trying to make sure their organization has a regular presence at the Continuum meeting.  They plan on making a lot of changes.  They will begin served a Sunday at 1:00pm meal, starting September 7th and a bagged dinner for evening meals.    They have hopes to develop a new youth center and social service center on 9th and Craig. They are working of obtaining funding to expand rent and utility assistance in the community.  They also would like to convert their current building on 13th Street into men’s shelter.   They hope to soon expand hours for the food pantry. Currently clients are able to get food from 10am-1pm Monday thru Thursday.  

Arthur Yarbrough of Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center stated they plan to again start up groups at the Soup Kitchen.  He asked for members to contribute ideas so they can put together meaningful meetings.

Maria Fox of the Pueblo Community Health Center reported they do have taxi vouchers for migrants who need help transportation for medical care.  

II. July Minutes

Accepted as written.

III. Continuum of Care

 Thank you everyone for Leveraging Letters for the 2008 SuperNOFA.

IV. Crossroads Managed Care Systems to report on Colorado Health Foundation Co-occurring Grant
Christina Leonard of Crossroads Turning Point stated they have received a three-year grant to provide co-occurring services at no cost to clients.  These services are being implemented into all programs and include intensive case management and patient assistance.

V.  Farm Worker Issues

Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de Los Pobres stated that Saint Mary Corwin and Parkview Hospital would get no more federal funding for undocumented farm worker who come into ER with catastrophic injuries/illnesses.  She also said they have had not been able to help all the children with school supplies.  She noted the smallest amount to spend on school supplies for a 5th grader is $78.00. 

VI. Homeless Issues

     a.
Outreach-Due to increased volume of walk-ins; Posada staff has been unable to go out into the field but will attempt organized efforts in September.

b.
SundayFood- This issue has been resolved by the Salvation Army providing a meal at 1pm on Sundays. 

VII. Events

Stand Down- Will be held on September, Friday 26th so Veterans can sign up for medical service and obtain items for the upcoming winter months.  Posada will be conducting pre-surveys to help speed up the process.  Rudy Sabedra, the former Veterans Service Representative provided his new number for questions, 583-6319.  

The next Pueblo Continuum of Care meeting will take place on Tuesday, September 16, 2008 at 10:00am in Room 301 at SRDA (230 North Union Avenue in Pueblo, Colorado.)
