Continuum of Care Meeting

August 17, 2010

10:00am 
SRDA 30 North Union Avenue
Dana Tewahade Recorder
Continuum Members:   Dana Tewahade, Ben Strand, LaTanya Yarbrough, Laurine Smith- Posada, Arthur Yarbrough- Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center, Maria Fox- Pueblo Community Health Center, Sister Nancy Crafton- Centro de los Pobres, Margaret Reiber- YWCA Family Crisis Shelter, Levetta Love- Pueblo Department of Social Services, Gail Rodosevich-Colorado Legal Services, Heather Rider- Pueblo Housing Authority,  Mary McFarland- Department of Correction/Community Reintegration, Roberta Avalos- Bridges of Mercy, Karen Ashcroft-City/County of Pueblo Emergency Management, Tina Lay- Salvation Army, Rick Hanger- Colorado Division of Housing,  John Dase & Letitia Dusich - Care and Share, Teresa Martinez-Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, and George O’Brien of Colorado Cross Disability Coalition.
I. Updates and Introductions:
La Tanya Yarbrough of Posada stated their Family Emergency Shelter has “gone crazy”.  They are so busy that they have paid for a family to stay at the KOAA campground.  They are having a difficult time keeping up with the need for shelter and are exploring all other options for families before placing them in shelter.
Ben Strand of Posada said like his colleague, he also is seeing more and more families every day.  He noted along with families, there are a lot of single people coming in for services, as well.  On a positive note, they feel pleased with the recent group of homeless veterans awarded HUD VASH vouchers.  Ben noted that the Monterey low rent apartments are in need of beds.

Mary McFarland of The Department of Correction Re-entry Program said that 5-10 parolees each month are homeless and they have been very busy.
Art Yarbrough of Spanish Peaks Mental Health said he has not been as busy for Mental Health issues with the homeless as it was last year at this time.  He is expecting an increase in activity as the month of August usually “picks up”.
Robert Avalos of Bridges of Mercy stated they do have YOS women entering their program.
Letitia Dusich of the Children’s Programs for Care and Share said they are working on opening some more sights for back packs with food.
Jon Dase of Care and Share said they are gearing up for the Taste of Pueblo on Thursday, October  28th He noted they were also busy with the activities going on with State Fair.  When asked, Jon clarified Care and Share is not affiliated with Share Colorado that recently when bankrupt.
Rick Hanger of the Colorado Division of Housing stated he had increased loads in Pueblo and in Colorado Springs and definitely not enough shelter.  Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de Los Pobres commented that rentals are available in Pueblo, but they are not affordable.

Levetta Love the Administrator of Family Programs at Pueblo Department of Social Services said the Colorado Works program (financial assistance) has double their workload, but they have no new staff.  For clients, this means if you miss an appointment, it could take 4-6 weeks to reschedule and could mean your case gets closed.  She asked agencies to please encourage people to attend their appointments.  She noted that 13,000 households are getting food assistance and about 9,000 household s are considered families.  Only 20 staff handle these 9,000 family cases.  Ms. Love shared a flyer regarding their new system of “task-based processing”.  She said they are hopeful, this will help staff process cases more quickly.  She noted they do have a call center, but don’t encourage people to call because it slows the entire process.  They are also asking clients to submit changes in writing to quicken the process.  Ms. Love will provide a “supervisor of the day” list, to assist case workers with specific client cases.

Theresa  Martinez of the Colorado Health Department  attended the meeting to get current information on resources.  She stated she is not currently providing HIV/AIDS outreach, but Pueblo County Health Department received a new grant for this service.  Southern Colorado AIDS Project will also be providing outreach services.  Pueblo Community Health Center started providing free HIV testing on April 1, 2010 and have subsequently identified 2 new positive cases.
George O’Brien of the Colorado Cross Disability Coalition said a lot of emphasis on advocacy and helping those with denials from Medicaid for medical equipment.  

Gail Rodosevich from Colorado Legal Services said they were working hard to get legal clinics going. She said the next clinic will be held on September 9, 2010.  Fortunately, they are said getting a lot of cooperation with attorneys and are passed out flyers for clients and staff.  She came back from a statewide convention where attendees brought an item off a list for donation.  These donations of household items, etc. were given to those in need.  This particular convention brought in a ton of items and Ms. Rodosevich thought this would be a good idea to start in Pueblo.   Colorado Legal Services would like provide systemic advocacy, so agency policy could be changed.  People could come to CO Legal services for assistance but the client must represent a group need.  

Tina Lay of the Salvation Army said they still plan to do the Angel Tree for Christmas gifts .  She also noted they are serving between 40-80 individuals every evening for dinner.  She said she believes the Soup Kitchen averages about 100 individuals every day.  
Heather Rider from the Pueblo Housing Authority said she’ll be starting a new position as a coordinator for the ROSS grant (resident opportunities for self-sufficiency).  She said no direct client service monies are provide for this program and they are looking at helping clients obtain in-kind GED services, counseling, etc.
Dana Tewahade of Posada said on October 22nd Posada will host a Human Trafficking Workshop in Pueblo-details to follow.  She also said Posada will be receiving two AmeriCorps volunteers.  The volunteers will be working on outreach to homeless youth in Pueblo.  A United Way Community Impact grant supports the project and more support is being sought through Community Development Block Grant Funds (CDBG.)

Ms. Tewahade said Anne Stattelman of Posada and Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de Los Pobres will be meeting with Tom Kirkpatrick from Blacks Hills Energy in regards to deposits and reconnect fees.

Finally, Ms. Tewahade relayed a message from Linda Fuentes of Fresh Start Clothing Ministries.  They will be having a free clothing giveaway at the old Salvation Army on 326 W 8th Street in Pueblo from 12pm to 2pm on Saturday, August 21st.  The public is welcome and more information can be obtained by contacting Linda at 289-0585.

II. Minutes from July:  Approved and accepted as read.

III. Continuum of Care

No word yet on the SuperNofa Deadline.  There are changes with the new Hearth Act.

IV. School Supplies 
Supplies were collected and distributed to the schools.  Please refer clients to their school counselors if they are in need.   A full inventory of supplies donated in Pueblo will be given at the next meeting. The First Baptist Church also distributed their supplies.
V. Homeless Veterans Stand Down
The Veterans Homeless Stand Down planning is underway.  The event will be held on September 24th, 2010 at the First Presbyterian.  The event will begin at 10:00am and lunch will be served at noon.  Veterans can pre-register at Posada.  Although the HUD VASH vouchers are gone, the committee is expecting Veterans from out-of-town to come, hoping to get a voucher.

VI. Other Business

Mr. O’Brien of the Colorado Cross Disability Coalition said they are working on Emergency Preparedness and are putting together a list of phone numbers of people with disabilities who need to be notified in the case of an emergency and a disaster.  They would like these people with disabilities to be prepared in the event of an emergency or disaster so they do not take emergency resources away from others.
The next meeting of the Continuum of Care will take place, Tuesday, September 21, 2010, on the 3rd Floor of the Joseph Edwards Building 203 North Union Avenue.
