Pueblo Continuum of Care Meeting

April 21, 2009

10:00am

SRDA 3rd Floor-230 North Union Avenue, Pueblo CO 81003

Room 301

Sister Nancy Crafton Facilitator

Members Present:  Jolene Hausman-Glendale4, LaTanya Yarbrough, Dana Tewahade, Barbara Turner, Ben Strand, Anne Stattelman and Melody Long- Social Work Intern with CSU Pueblo -Posada, Heather Fulbright-Pueblo Housing Authority, Judy Fulbright- School District 70, Nancy Crafton-Centro de Los Pobres, Gail Rodosevich-Colorado Legal Services, Shirley A Knafelc-Catholic Charities, Kristen Castor-Pueblo Access for All, Sarah Ruybalid- Pueblo City/County Health Department, Jonna Adamich- Our Lady of the Meadows Peace and Justice, Emily Issa- School District 60, John Dase and Danette Kelley- Care and Share, Michelle Sandoval- Wayside Cross Gospel Mission, Mary McFarland-Department of Corrections Community Re-integration, Cathy O’Neill and Arthur Yarbrough- Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center, Margaret Reiber- Pueblo YWCA, Ada Rivera-Clark- City of Pueblo Community Housing and Development, Rudy Sabedra-Pueblo County Dept. of Housing and Human Services,  JoAnne Dowdall and Linda Olson- Colorado ID Project/Colorado Legal Services, and Kim Baca-Pueblo Community Health Center.

I.  Updates and Introductions

Due to the Colorado ID Project’s presentation, introductions and updates were very brief for this meeting.  

Mary McFarland of Department of Corrections Community Re-integration introduced herself to the Continuum group.  Welcome, Mary.

Anne Stattelman of Posada spoke briefly about the ongoing issue with shower vouchers.  Although the First Presbyterian Church of Pueblo filled in for the week during which they YMCA was closed, there is still no resolution with the YMCA for the process at their new location.  Transportation to the new facility is an issue, as is supervision of the clients at the new facility.  Anne asked Continuum members to continue to investigate other options.  Michelle Sandoval of The Wayside Cross Gospel Mission offered to provide a temporary shower location until another options was available.  

Sarah Ruybalid of the Pueblo City/County Health Department passed out information about the National Campaign to End Teen Pregnancy.  The official day for the event is May 6, 2009 and will take place at Colorado State University- Pueblo at the  Occhiato Center.  Reservations can be made by calling 719-583-4346 or e-mailing   Shannon.roybal@co.pueblo.co.us.  

Garrett Muma from Vocational Rehabilitation introduced himself to the Continuum group.  Welcome, Garrett.

II.  Minutes from March 2009

There was one reported Correction to the March Minutes.  Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de los Pobres said the number of children reported as being born in January (95) should have been reported as the number of  children born during the year.

III.  Continuum of Care

Ada Rivera-Clark of the City of Pueblo Community Housing and Development  stated that the City  Pueblo would receive Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-housing Funds (HPRP.)  The use of the funds is pretty specific. A plan from the City  must be submitted to HUD by May 16th and be consistent with the City’s Consolidated Plan.

IV. Colorado ID Project

Joanne Dowdall and Linda Olson from Colorado Legal Services gave a presentation on how to assist client obtain Colorado State Identification.  They discussed, how to gather documents when applying for an ID, exceptions processing and administrative hearings for denial of the ID/Judicial Reviews.  They reported they have statewide funding to help with ID’s  that are difficult to obtain.  Their contact information is below. Any updates from them will be sent to the group.

Linda J. Olson, Esq., ID Project Supervising Attorney (303) 866-9377

lolson@colegalserv.org
Joanne Dowdall, ID Project Assistant (303) 866-9316

jdowdall@colegalserv.org
V.  Black Hills Energy 

Anne Stattelman of Posada and Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de los Pobres provided follow-up information on their meetings with Kenny Romero of Black Hills Energy.  Although they emphasized the importance of ways to waive turn-on fees and late fees for organizations paying client bills, he said there wasn’t a lot they can do.  Ms. Jill Link is a local contact for Black Hills Energy (719) 546-6461—her email address is jill.linck@blackhillscorp.com.  Mr. Romero was asked to put together a demographic on people in Pueblo County who pay late fees, security deposits, and turn-on fees.  Ms. Stattelman and Sister Nancy discussed how many people couldn’t go on “budget billing” due to large amounts owed.  It was noted the Black Hills Foundation has money for projects or programs.  Continuum members can e-mail him a request for a small sponsorships for programs, events, etc at  Kenny.romero@blackhillscorp.com .    

VI.  Farm Worker Issues 

Sister Nancy Crafton of Centro de los Pobres spoke of the recent article published in the Denver Post. “Faced with a budget crunch that forced him to lay off deputies, El Paso County Sheriff Terry Maketa has tapped a new source of revenue: illegal immigrants. 

Maketa has started leasing space in his jail to house an average of 150 immigrants a night for federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement. He also sent 17 jail deputies for training in immigration procedures so they can initiate deportations without waiting for federal agents.  ICE pays $62.40 a night for each detained immigrant…”  See the following link for the full article. http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_12174856. Garrett Mumma is bringing a speaker to Pueblo to showcase ICE issues in the Pueblo Community. 

VII.  Other Business  

The Pueblo Homeless Memorial will take place on Tuesday, May 26, 2009.  Currently, 15 people will be memorialized.  Please contact LaTanya Yarbrough of Posada with any additional names for the service.  latanya@posadapueblo.org or (719) 545-8997.

The Community Picnic is scheduled for Saturday June 27th at Grome Park.  11am to 2pm.

Next Meeting:

The next Pueblo Continuum of Care meeting will take place on Tuesday, May 19, 2009 at 10:00am in Room 301 at SRDA (230 North Union Avenue in Pueblo, Colorado.)  

