Continuum of Care Meeting

April 20, 2010

SRDA 3rd Floor Room 301

Members Present:  Michelle Sandoval-Wayside Cross Gospel Rescue Mission, Margaret Reiber-YWCA Family Crisis Shelter, Deborah Tuck-Care and Share, John Dase-Care and Share, Roberta Avalos-Breaking Free, Mary McFarland-Reintegration, Jade Thomas-Pueblo City County Health Department, Karen Ashcroft-SOESBEM, Linda Loraine-Southern Colorado AIDS Project, Ben Strand-Posada, LaTanya Yarbrough-Posada, Kim Baca-Pueblo Community Health Center, Kristen Castor-Pueblo Access for All, Shirley Knaflec-Catholic Charities of Pueblo. Heather Rider-Pueblo Housing Authority, Rick Hanger-Colorado Division of Housing, Judy Fulbright-School District 70, Title X, Nancy Crafton-Centro de Los Pobres, Jeanie Benfield-Pueblo Access for All, Jo Washburn (aide to Jeanie), Anne Stattelman-Posada, Dana Tewahade-Posada, Lee Anne Van Dell-Ascension Episcopal and Volunteer Extraordinaire, Deb Tucker-Care and Share and Danette Flickinger-Care and Share.  

I. Updates and Introductions:

Karen Ashcroft introduced herself and said that she works with emergency operations for the County of Pueblo. 

Jade Thomas, an AmeriCorps Volunteer, is working with the Pueblo City County Health Department focuses on emergency preparedness and is on the agenda to speak about outreach to vulnerable populations.  

John Dase with Care and Share introduced their new CEO, Deb Tucker.  She joined the agency in November 2009.  Care and Share continues to expand services over the last year—they have increased the number of pounds of produce and food from 11.5 million pounds to 19 million pounds of food in Southern Colorado.  Care and Share is beginning to buy food in Pueblo to support local growers and producers.  Care and Share is also working with the School Districts to address summer hunger in school aged children.

Michelle Sandoval reported from that Wayside Mission that the men’s side is full. She is still seeing the trickledown effect from the campers moving from Colorado Springs.  The woman’s side is also full.  The Wayside has a small number of individuals who are still DOC connected.

Margaret Reiber said that the YWCA has been full and is on battered status, meaning they only accept women in an active domestic violence situation.  Their annual Tribute to Women is scheduled for May 20th at the Convention Center and will feature Shirley Jones as the speaker.

Himoń Robles, an intern from CSU working at Posada thanked the group for allowing him to join the meetings.  After graduation this May, Himoń will be working as a discharge planner at Saint Mary Corwin. 

Kristen Castor from Pueblo Access for All said that she is working on a grant for training that will be submitted to United Way so that a State Plan can be put together.
Laurine Smith from Posada said that the agency is working on a document that can be sent to the Continuum in regards to the exact requirements for the TANF and HPRP programs.

Rick Hanger, Colorado Division of Housing thanked the group for their support from Pueblo when key budget issues were being decided by the Joint Budget Committee.  The Division of Housing line item has

been restored and has made it to the long bill.

Heather Rider from the Pueblo Housing Authority said that they are preparing for their Kid’s Fair on June 17th.

Lee Ann Van Dell reporting for the Cooperative Care Center said that they are seeing many more single women on the street.  Some are coming from Colorado Springs.  Lee Ann also reported on the Senior Life Festival scheduled for May 7th at the Fairgrounds and the Hazardous Waste Drive at the Fairgrounds on May 22nd. For my info contact the Pueblo City County Health Department. 

Linda Fuentes emailed information about the That’s My Pueblo Volunteer Recruitment Fair scheduled for May 8th-contact United Way. She also submitted information about the 10th Annual Spirit Fest Event on June 10th.  For more information on Spirit Fest, call Linda at 289-0585.  

Shirley Knaflec from Catholic Charities said that they have seen their requests for assistance go up to 35 percent.  Catholic Charities is preparing for its 2 year fundraiser- Espiritu on Saturday.

Kim Baca said that Pueblo Community Health Center is doing walk-in testing for free at all its clinics as long as a doctor or P.A. is on site.

Ben Strand from Posada said that the agency is seeing many new clients (on Monday twelve new homeless clients) and that the shelter is full. He also said he is seeing many women on the street.

II. Minutes from March 2010.  The Minutes from March 15, 2010 were approved as read.
III. Continuum of Care:

a) HMIS continues to be difficult to navigate.

b) Posada will be holding a clinic for TANF funding this month. The goal is to prevent homelessness for families who are TANF eligible.

IV. Jade Thomas-Emergency Preparedness (PCCHD)

                 Jade Thomas told the group that she is writing plans for how vulnerable populations can be prepared for a disaster. She is working on formulating what is needed for populations, such as the homeless. It is difficult work because the poor often can’t meet their basic needs when things are OK, and it is difficult for them to plan for a disaster.  It is really difficult to ask them to stock pile canned food, water, other necessities and medicine. Jade is looking for any ideas the community has as to what can go into this plan.  


She told the group she has a 72 hour kit that she can use as a prop to demonstrate what is in kit and what households should have in the event of an emergency.  Households should really plan to have a two week kit, but for some households this is not realistic.  For more information you can go to the PCCHD website and to the FEMA website on what should be contained in a 72 hour kit.

V.  Events

    a)  Take Care Fair and Annual Community Picnic June 26, 2010-Lee Ann Van Dell reported that things  are going well in terms of signing up hair stylists, pedicurists, etc…to take part in the Fair.  The Committee is expecting 800 people for the Take Care Fair and the picnic. The event will take place at Grome Park off Abriendo Avenue—cross street Jewell.  All are welcome and there will be great activities for children included in the day.

  b) School Supply Giveaway and T-shirt Swap-Calvary Baptist Church has agreed to host the school supply give away in August. More details will be forthcoming. Both School Districts will be involved.

  c) The Homeless Memorial will take place June 1st at 12:00noon at the Boettcher Education Center at the River Walk.  An alternative site in case of rain will be noted.  If anyone has a name of someone to be remembered-please get that information to LaTanya Yarbrough at Posada at 545-8776.

VI. Other Business

a) May 8th is the Letter Carrier Drive—all food stays here locally.

b) Care and Share CEO, Deb Tucker would like some time on the agenda to speak about the programs at Care and Share.

The next meeting of the Pueblo Continuum of Care will take place on Tuesday May 18th on the third floor of SRDA, 230 North Union Avenue at 10:00am—for additions to the agenda please email anne@posadapueblo.org.  Thank you

