What: 


Fourth Annual Holiday Blessings Store



(In 2006 the Holiday Blessings Store served 1,644 children)

                                    (In 2007 the Holiday Blessings Store served 623 families with 1,501 children)



(In 2008 the Holiday Blessings Store served 800 families with 2,000 children)
Where: 
Lake Avenue Baptist Church 1345 Lake Avenue, Pueblo, Colorado 81004
When:  
Holiday Blessing Store Open to Families 
December 19th 9:00am to 8:00pm 
December 20th 1:03pm to 6:00pm.
Donations are being accepted at Lake Avenue Baptist Church 

9am to 11am Monday through Friday call 542-0113 first.
Referral Agencies: 
Posada, Cooperative Care Center, Centro de Los Pobres, Interfaith Hospitality Network, WIC Office, School District 60 Schools and CSU Pueblo.
Lake Avenue Baptist Church Hosting the Project; Posada sponsoring the project.
Purpose: 
A combined effort by local assistance agencies in Pueblo to respond to the enormous unmet need around the holidays for gifts for children.  There is an expectation that by combining the resources of local agencies more families can be assisted during the holidays. It is our goal to give families choice and autonomy as they shop for and wrap their own children’s gifts.
Project:
Unwrapped new toys for ages three to thirteen are being accepted. Toys will be separated by age for distribution to local children in need.  Volunteers will assist families as they come through the store to shop for their children.  Each family will receive two toys per child. Families can wrap their gifts at the store.

One thousand referral cards for families will be distributed to the agencies for the families they have assisted this past year.  Families need to bring their reminder card with them to the store. The referral card will be kept by the agency. No other documentation is needed.  If families are in need of assistance and not connected with an agency they may contact Posada for an appointment.  Most agencies will be distributing cards from November 30th to December 4th. A waiting list will be kept for families who did not receive a card.
Assistance Requested from the Community:
New, unwrapped toys will be accepted through December 20th.  Toys that don’t require batteries are appreciated. Wrapping supplies including tape, scissors, wrapping paper and gift bags are needed.
Volunteers are needed to sign in families, walk with families through the store and assist families as they wrap gifts.  There will be three brief trainings for volunteers. Volunteer Trainings: Thursday December 17th at 5:30pm, Friday December 18th at   9am and 1pm (all volunteers will be asked to sign a confidentiality statement.)

For More Information Please Contact:



Anne Stattelman Posada 545-8776 (for general information)
Jonna Adamich 564-8341 (to volunteer)
Lake Avenue Baptist Church 542-0113 (for hospitality)

