A very wise man, Joseph Epstein once said: “We do not choose to be born.  We do not choose our parents or the country of our birth.  We do not for the most part choose to DIE.  Nor, do we choose the time and conditions of our death.  But within the realm of CHOICELESSNESS, we do choose HOW TO LIVE.”
And it is this concept of HOW TO LIVE, that Linda Ellis has put into her well-known poem called THE DASH! The DASH represents the small HYPHEN that connects the year of our Birth, with the year of our Death.  The DASH represents our life.  It represents what we did on earth while we were alive.  Only those who know and love us will know what that dash represents after we are gone.
So too, there is a DASH between the dates of our 13 brothers and our 4 sisters whose lives we celebrate here today. And, there are some here present today who have known and loved them while they lived, and have quiet memories of the choices they faced and the obstacles they weathered. 

For those of us whose daily lives are closely intertwined with those who have lived on the fringes of society, we are here to pay our respects for the unknown DASH that once was! 
Memorial services are meant to pay respect to the precious memory of those who have died.  They also ground us in 

the reality of life.  They give us the opportunity to reflect on our own mortality.
I would like to suggest that we use this opportunity to also consider the significance of the DASH in our own lives.  

It doesn’t matter how much we own….the cars, the homes, the money, and all temporal goods!  What matters is how we have lived and how we have loved while we are alive.
We still have time to slow down, reflect on what is true and real, and try to understand how others feel.   We still have time to be less quick to anger, and to love the people in our lives like we’ve never loved before.
We still have time to treat one another with respect.  To refrain from passing judgment on those who differ from us.  We still have time to reach out to our sick and dying friends.  We still have time reach out in forgiveness to those with whom we have fought and disagreed.  
We still have time to alter the course of our DASH!  For we never know how much time is left.

Let us recall at this moment those whose lives we are celebrating today.
As I read each name, let us respond together:

We celebrate your life!

